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INTRODUCTION

In writing a book about the reality of an experience by the author himself he is
confronted by a serious dilemma. One aspect of this is that although reality can be told
openly, another aspect - the ethical aspect which is regularly confronted in writing is
that reality as told by the author can only really be subjective.

The problem is that the author having experienced this reality of which he relates
undoubtedly will be writing by his own personal standards. It is here that the author is
continually trapped in this jurisdiction of the first person singular - "1". And when "1"
speaks, objectivity is inclined to be marginalized. Thus, his readers are even
condemned by this predicament. This book which is in front of you now cannot be
separated from these above comments.

This book "Peace in Aceh" is based upon the actual diary notes I made at the time,
mainly in the forum of the talks. After being tasked by the Vice President to take charge
of the Aceh peace talks, I started to record every point on the Aceh peace process.
Certainly, not everyone involved in some of the scenarios in the talks are mentioned.
Because of this, I may be accused of hiding the some of the facts. I hope I can be
excused if this in fact occurred.

For a long time these personal notes remained neatly filed and untouched by me.
This was largely due to me being busy as Minister of Justice and Human Rights. After
I left office as Minister I started sorting out these notes. Then my attention re-focused
on these notes. [ needed a fair amount of time to re-arrange and reconstruct these notes.
Fortunately, these fragments came together neatly building a structure: this book
"Peace Aceh". Certainly, there are those with




16 PEACE IN ACEH

differing assessments and tastes like architects with their pre-ordained house layouts
and furniture settings. These differences are properly viewed as only one element sort
of like the fastenings holding the building together. However, in the final count it must
be sgmng and attractive. That was my approach and my interest in writing this book.

I am most grateful to the President and the Vice President of Indonesia who
believed that I would succeed in this peace mission. I particularly wish to thanks Tomy
Lebang who tirelessly helped me reconstruct and edit these notes. To the publishers,
CSIS, I wish to express my boundless thanks to for their willingness to publish my
work.

During the process of sorting my notes and writing this book, I am personally
indebted to Andi Marcelnya, my wife. Not least of our problems was our tiny office
which we both used in our rented house was tiny. When I wanted to write down an idea
when it came to me, my wife was often forced to move out to the living room to write
her thesis. Unquestioningly, she accepted all my demands. It was much the same for
my two children, Virginia Rose Washington (aged 512) who was addicted to emails
and Abraham Lincoln Washington (312) who delighted in computer games; they were
continually victimized by being ordered out of my office for this book.

After the publication of the First Edition in Indonesian in May. 2008, there was
pressure to publish an English version as well as a Second Edition in Indonesian. Well
with this English Edition and the Second Edition there is difference in the text with the
First Edition: There are another three chapters in the English Edition and the Second
Edition.

These three additional chapters are more detailed and point to a more problematic
area for some (the correction is not clear). But I am compelled to bring these matters
up for fear that in time to come these matters will be buried and lost from the truth.
These three chapters I wrote far from the hurly-burly of our country as they were
written in in Moscow where I am currently posted as our Ambassador.

The English Edition was translated by Tim Scott, a person with extensive
knowledge of Aceh and Indonesia over many, many years.
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He is an Australian but his Indonesian is probably better than most teachers of Bahasa
Indonesia. He did not just translate from the semantic point of view but he also
explained things related to structure, substance and atmospherics. To do this he
regularly discussed points with me by phone, face-to-face meetings or with emails
between Jakarta and Moscow. Thankfully, CSIS was prepared to publish this English
Edition. I am thankful to Tim for volunteering to translate my book into English.

History just does not happen. It is created. Aceh's history is one of violence and
war from one battlefield in one epoch to another battlefield in anqgher epoch. Thanks
to God Almighty, this bitter tale of violence has finally ended. The whiff of gunfire has
been blown away by the winds of peace. The crackle of gunfire no longer sounds.
Acehnese children have now returned to school, grow and live in joy looking towards
a bright future. Social issues which divided Aceh and ripped it apart, have been repaired
and stitched back together into beautiful ggbroidery. There are no more orphans from
the violence. There are no more widows from the violence. There no more Aceljggese
jailed as political prisoners. They have been released with full rights as citizens. Aceh
has now really become an abode of peace - Darusalaam. This is because of history: A
history of the freedom to choose peaceful methods to resolve their differences. Yes,
here history did not happen, it was designed and engineered to happen.

A year after the MOU was signed, I along with Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah
and Martti Ahtisaari visited a small isolated villa ge in Aceh. After the welcoming
ceremony, a mother and father and their children suddenly approached me. They
hugged me tightly and sobbed and the man said, "Pak' Hamid, I have been released
from jail® being locked up for six years. This is my son whom I have just seen, who is
in his second year at primary school. My wife was pregnant when | was arrested and
taken to Java and incarcerated there. Since that day I did not see them until the day I
was released.”

!Pak is an abbreviation for Bapak, meaning father and is the courteous way of addressing a male.
’In the Indonesian text, jail is euphemistically called a "social institution”.
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They wept copiously. Their tears were real tears, tears of joy and relief. They were
certainly not the tears of sadness. Their tears had touching reason: Their nightmares
were now buried. They were real tears because they weren't actors or artists able to
weep at will. Thanks and praise to God Almighty!




1
PROLOGUE

There was a time in Aceh when the crackle of gunfire was heard continually throughout
the province. Hundred years before this area at the northern most tip of Sumatera was
nothing but barracks for soldiers and ammunition magazines. War had commenced
there three hundred years ago, in the seventeenth century, against the Portuguese. Since
then violent episode upon violent episode has struck this area.

As aresult Acehnese will say bitterly: "War here in Aceh is just but a game; death
is reality" For example, the heart of the conflict, at Biruen, 218 kilometers from the
provincial capital Banda Aceh, children there could tell each weapon's type from the
distinct sound of its gunfire.

Aceh's history is punctuated from one battlefield to another battlefield at each
change of epoch. As well, their history is a long history of disappointment: First, with
the Dutch colonialists; then after Indonesia's independence with the Indonesian
Government. Even President Sukarno personally felt compelled to visit Biruen, where
he heard for himself the people's grievances against Indonesia. "I wish to meet face to
face with the people of Aceh who are forever in my memories” Sukarno said at a
meeting of thousands of Acehnese at Biruen on 17 June 1948.

But Jakarta's promises were always empty. On 21 September 1953, Tengku Daud
Beureuh with the support of the majority of the Acehnese declared war on the
Indonesian Government. For seven
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years Daud Beureuh fought a guerrilla war until finally his demands were met and they
came out of the hills.

New disappointments always arose. Aceh, like other Indonesian provinces, was
resource rich and became a sacrificial cow. Conditions in Aceh from the 1960s to the
1970s reflected this. Annual per capita income in Aceh averaged less than US$500
while the gas and oil fields of Aceh contributed annual foreign exchange earnings of at
least 31 trillion rupiahs.’

From this overflowing wealth from the earth, it is estimated that less than 1 per
cent was ever returned to Aceh. This fact is clearly displayed in annual Aceh provincial
Government budget statements where it is shown Aceh received only IDR 150 billion*
per annum.

On 4 December 1976, a new opposition leadership emerged when Hassan Tiro
waved the GAM flag and brought Aceh back to the battlefield while demanding
independence from Indonesia. For the following 30 years Aceh was dripping with
blood.

Over this long period in the late twentieth century, there were initiatives for peace
in Aceh. Various strategies, tactics and styles of approach were adopted. Every one of
them started off with high hopes. With each initiative, millions of Acehnese throughout
the province in their mosques would kneel and pray for peace. Afterwards, little by
little their hopes vanished entirely followed by the sounds of rows of marching jungle
boots and the sharp crack of gunfire.

Agpngst the earlier peace efforts there were:

1. Treatment of Humanitarian Cessation for two periods
2. Moratorium or Ceasefire

3. Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (COHA)

4. Joint Military Operations

5. Tokyo meeting for peace agreement on 18 May 2003.

‘At an exchange rates of IDR 10,000 US$ 1, this would amount to US$31,000,000,000.
*At an exchange rates of IDR10,000 US$ 1, this would amount to US$15,000,000,
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Every one of them failed.

Later in the period of the Government of Soesilo Bambang Yudhoyono- Jusuf
Kalla, their Government did not wish this conflict to continue. Even nature can be
terrifying and even more Aceh was shaken by a massive earthquake and then
pulverized by the following tsunami of 26 December 2004. With Jusuf Kalla's initiative
subsequently, the Government of Indonesia opened a new pathway to peace with GAM.

Lead by the Minister of Justice and Human Rights Hamid Awaludin, a small
Indonesian Government delegation met with the GAM leadership domiciled in
Sweden. Beforehand small exploratory contacts were made with or without
intermediaries until finally they met officially in Helsinki, the capital of Finland.

The Acehnese still believe: "pat ujuen han pirang, pat prang tan reda" which
translates: Where there is incessant rain, there is unfinished war.
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OPENING THE PATHWAY TO THE MEETING
TABLE

After Ambon, and freed from Poso

At this time in March 2002, Jusuf Kalla was still Coordinating Minister for
People's Prosperity and I was still a member of the General Electoral Commission.
After many days we were on the same battlefield endeavouring to seek peace between
the warring religious factions in the Moluccas and Poso, in Central Sulawesi. Once we
had achieved peace in those two places | was able to breathe freely and return full time
to the routine of electoral work.

But this was clearly not to be the case.

In the middle of the night during the month of that March along with Jusuf Kalla
we flew on a commercial flight to Jakarta from Ambon, the capital of the Moluccas.
As normal, even before takeoff, I fell sound asleep. This time I slept like a well fed
baby. A huge job of creating peace in Ambon had now been successfully completed
except for keeping an eye on a few remaining coals of the conflict just in case they re-
ignited.

At cruising altitude that night I was awoken. Jusuf Kalla asked me: "Hamid, do
you still have any energy? We have cleaned up the eastern area. Are you ready to clean
up the western area - Aceh? Tomorrow 1 will coordinate with the Coordinating Minister
of Political Affairs and Defence, SBY> and report to President Megawati," said JK®.

SSBY is the affectionate term for now President Soesilo Bambang Yudhoyono
SJusuf Kalla is also affectionately known by his initials JK.
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JK's statement did not require a reply. However, I countered by saying "I am one
of your crew, Pak. Whatever you request, I will do." I had already fathomed what his
next question would be which was: "If that's so, are you happy to work again with Dr
Farid?" By Farid, JK meant Dr Farid Husein his deputy at the Ministry where at the
time he was one of the Directors General of the Department of Health.

Outside the aircraft engines roared pulling this metal flying body through the night
sky. Now my eyes certainly could not close!

Finally, a question which for long time had been nagging my mind I finally decide
to ask JK. It concerned my status for this task. "Pak, your orders to me were not
accompanied by any decree’. This is usual for official orders. How come Pak ordered
me to resolve Ambon and Poso without me ever being given a written order? Now you
order me to fix Aceh; and perhaps without a decree as well?"

JK's reply went straight to my heart. He delivered it with his penetrating eyes and
stare. He said "Hamid, people who work for humanity's sake do not need decrees.
People who work with a decree have to execute a Government order. Bringing peace
to those people, your interest is pure. Do not do it because of your status".

Furthermore, no matter how my question was phrased, JK's reply gave no room
whatsoever for debate. I nodded respectfully in acceptance.

That was it. After our discussion at an altitude of 30,000 feet above sea level on
the flight between Ambon and Jakarta in March 2002 in the pitch black of mid-night, I
began to apply myself to Aceh. JK asked me to research in depth Aceh's problems from
all available published material.

We began the process of opening the pathway to peace in Aceh by becoming
wanderers across the globe. Not once but many times I travelled back and forth to
Europe and Malaysia. For certain 1 flew three times to Holland with JK. All of this
occurred in a period of less than two years - between March 2002 and the end of 2003.

7 Important Government decisions are promulgated by a Surat Keputusan Mentri - a decree - which is
usually issued by the Minister concerned or by the President.
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Our go-between was Mahyuddin, an Acehnese. One day in October 2003, Dr Farid
and I met with Mahyuddin in Amsterdam. It was our expectation to meet with the GAM
leaders there. After an evening of three-ways discussions, we were utterly disappointed
as no one from GAM showed up.

Fortunately, the next morning Mahyuddin appeared with news, but wait for it:
Mahyuddin informed us that one of the GAM leaders in Denmark was prepared to meet
with me. He really came. He looked like a white man, except his personality: It was
extremely militant. This was the first time [ had met face-to-face with a GAM hardliner.

We met in a large hotel on the outskirts of Amsterdam. Intentionally Dr Farid left
me alone with this GAM leader so we could talk privately, sort of heart-to-heart. "My
job is purely to have you sit at the same table and talk. It is not for me to debate or
discuss" said Farid to me. On that occasion it was very quiet at the start of winter at the
end of October just at the end of autumn where everywhere in Europe trees had shed
their leaves.

I met with Yusron for four hours. In those four hours I only heard him insulting
the Indonesian Government non-stop. Personally, I was comfortable facing him. My
patience here was unusual for me but learned from my experience in the Ambon peace
talks to hold back my feelings. We spoke a mix of Indonesian and English.

Every sentence of mine Yusron responded cynically and with a violent jab towards
me. There was only one question of mine he could not reply to: That was "How many
countries officially support Aceh as an independent state?"

I rejected his argument saying "Because you are unable to give me the number of
countries supporting you, it is therefore pointless for us to discuss independence. So let
us discuss the deaths of mankind because of these differences," I said.

Afterwards, we went our separate ways without a word of agreement. At least we
got to know one another!
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To and from Batam

Apart from Holland, JK and I went back and forth to Batam at least three times.
We went to Batam to meet with the GAM leaders in Malaysia, Harun Kancil and
Kandang. Both of them had entered Batam on the quiet.

We met them through the good offices of the Governor of Riau Province Ismet
Abdullah and the Governor of Aceh, at that time, Abdullah Puteh. Our visits to Batam
were merely to discuss technical matters relating to compensation.

Later through Abdullah Puteh, JK arranged for us to meet in Malaysia.
Consequently, our Batam meetings were then continued in Malaysia.

One occasion JK and I and Sudi Silalahi (then Secretary to the Coordinating
Minister for Political and Defence Affairs) travelled to Malaysia. We departed on a
commercial flight late at night and landed in Kuala Lumpur at 1.30 in the morning. Our
plan was to meet with the GAM leaders that morning. That appointed morning they did
not turn up. With regret we returned to Indonesia at 11.00 am.

Tactics like this agreeing to meet and not showing up - would later happen again
and again with GAM in Holland. Obviously, they wanted to test our endurance and our
sincerity.

I went to Malaysia at least three times to meet with the GAM leaders there. Our
last meeting was in Ramadan® 2004 just before I was appointed Minister. Dr Farid and
I went to Malaysia. There in a hotel in Kuala Lumpur, I alone spoke to them after
mahgrib® until when the fast was broken almost at dawn the next morning.

Later, from this we learnt that Harun Kancil and Kandang were not key players in
GAM who could make decisions for GAM. Finally we met with them three days before
JK was installed as Vice President and I sworn in as Minister for Justice and Human
Rights. JK and I flew to Batam in JK's private jet Athira.

§ Rammadhan is the Muslim holy month of fast.
9 Mahgrib is the early evening prayers at about 6.00 p.m.
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Here again we met with Harun Kancil and Kandang. At least both of them helped
open a pathway to certain key individuals in GAM.

Meeting with the President

After these Batam and Kuala Lumpur rounds of initial exploratory talks, decisions
on Aceh felt reasonably straight forward remembering that the authority of SBY-JK
was now far stronger than at the time we started some years back.

With the help of Aceh Governor Abdullah Puteh, JK afterwards was able to make
direct contact with the mysterious GAM military commander, Muzakkir Manaf.
Besides having now made contact with the GAM field right up to their commander,
then efforts actively took place to initiate contact with GAM leaders resident in
Sweden. From these enquiries we had spotted fresh footprints on the pathway to peace
in Aceh.

Progress on clearing our narrow pathway to peace was clear. The GAM leadership
were now within range. Several times without anyone else's knowledge, except of
course JK's, I brought Muzakkir Manaf's mother and older brother, Usman, to Jakarta.
I collected them from a place in Jalan Jaksa and escorted them to the Vice President's
residence in Jalan Diponegoro.

One day in January 2005, at 11.30 at night I even took them with JK to Cikeas to
meet with President SBY . This late night trip was JK's idea, and as it was a secret visit
we used a private Toyota 'Innova' arranged by JK. I accompanied JK in his car while
Usman and his mother followed as we headed to Cikeas. Regrettably, Abdullah Puteh
was unable to join as he had been detained by the Committee for the Eradication of
Corruption.'’

We were only at Cikeas for about 40 minutes. At that meeting SBY requested
Usman and his mother to persuade Muzakkir Manaf to prepare to join with us in peace
discussions with the Indonesian Government.

'"KPK - Komite Pemberantasan Korupsi
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Juha Christensen and Me.

Well before this trip to Cikeas, about June 2004, the then Minister for
Communications and Information (then Syamsul Mu'arif) and I travelled to Helsinki.
Our Ambassador there, an old friend of mine, Mrs Iris Indira Murti, told me that she
knew a Finnish parliamentarian, named Juha Christensen who once spent quite some
time in Sulawesi, and he wished to meet me.

We decided to visit him at his home in Lahti, about a one hour drive out of
Helsinki. Juha told me that he had heard about me from Mrs Iris over my role in the
peace process in Ambon and Poso; and as well he knew [ was close to JK.

He proposed to try and seek a solution to resolve the Aceh problem. Further, then
and there, he proposed he would ask President Ahtisaari to act as facilitator while he
tried to find leads to GAM in Sweden. Since then, Juha and I were often in contact by
SMS or by international telephone calls.

Our Ambassador there, Mrs Murti, was very diligent in this period contacting me
from Helsinki regarding arrangements over these peace matters and other impending
issues. Repeatedly, Mrs Murti told me "President Ahtisaari and the Finish Government
are very serious about this matter."

Our preparations were now being answered. Our Vice President was most
enthusiastic and supportive over our progress.

The Tsunami Strikes

At the end of December 2004, the tsunami struck Aceh flattening everything in its
path after the massive earthquake offshore. The world mourned and shoulder-to-
shoulder they helped to lighten the sufferings of many of these tens of thousands of
Aceh's tsunami victims.

On a dark night at the end of December 2004, 1 was called by the Vice President's
adjutant to report to the VP's residence. On the second floor there was JK's office, he
sat there by himself in the half light surrounded by piles of paper and books. Without
any formalities, JK said: "Hamid, we must strike for peace now. It is impossible to
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supply food smoothly if there is still gunfire. Furthermore what would happen if an
international aid worker helping in Aceh was or murdered? They would all flee
leaving the people of Aceh and Nias to suffer"

At this point Mrs Kalla unannounced brought in tea and interrupted saying, "It is
late but you two still work on. How can you talk of peace when bodies are scattered all
over the place and people are starving?" JK replied, "Precisely the opposite. How can
we achieve this if there is no peace?"

"Get everything we need together for this. Tomorrow [ will report to SBY. We
must immediately start talking to the GAM leadership in Sweden as Muzakkir Manap
requested. Are you still in close contact with Muzakkir's elder brother", asked JK. I
answered in the affirmative.

The following afternoon I was urged to report immediately to JK's office. Before
I opened my mouth at this meeting, JK presented me with a book which he said I must
read. "Hamid, [ have already spoken with the President about Aceh. He agrees totally
with me and endorses your appointment as head of the Government delegation to meet
in due course with the GAM leadership. The main thing is that you are ready," ordered
JK.

A few days later, President SBY called me specially to confirm his decision. "I am
ready to execute your orders and instructions, Pak. Thank you for the trust you have
shown in me," I replied to SBY.

"I have never put my personal interests ahead of your wishes, Pak JK. All your
orders I am more than willing to do," I replied. "That's a good chap. Not too many
questions, just implement orders from above. All orders are for the best and should not
be made problematic by subordinates," said JK again.

After accepting that late night order, most of my life from then on was focused on
Aceh. Not for one moment could I let up and my boss, JK, was a devil for detail and
would cross-check every one of his instructions to his subordinates, and me in
particular. What was patently clear was that with every one of his instructions, JK
would require me to keep the Coordinating Minister for Political Affairs, Justice and
Widodo AS abreast of his instructions.
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This was the process and the inner working 1 was experiencing. Certainly others
may have adopted other paths and other systems. All our efforts flowed towards
achieving peace in a devastated Aceh.

What was certain was that the Aceh peace talks would consume at least seven
months for five rounds of meetings. I flew back and forth to Helsinki seven times. For
each trip, we were given expenses amounting to US$1,700 to pay for hotel
accommodation and food. When [ initialled the MOU in Helsinki on 17 July 2005, the
Vice President telephoned from Jakarta to congratulate our Indonesian delegation.

"Hamid, with this success what do you wish for as reward?" enquired JK. "Could
you buy me a laptop computer so [ can write a paper on the peace talks along with all
the details of these talks," I replied. "Ask for funds from Farid," continued JK. So this
book about the Aceh peace process was written on this computer - a gift from JK.

Later 1 found out that the funds we used for the talks over those seven months
amounted to IDR 3,000,000,000.!" Part of this was received from the Vice President's
wife through Farid. I did not have the temerity to ask if this was JK's personal money
and whether or not it would be reimbursed by the state.

On 16 August 2006, the clock showed after 11.00 p.m., the Coordinating Minister
for Political Affairs, Justice and Defence Widodo A.S., all the peace talks delegation,
the acting Governor of Aceh, Azwar Abubakar and a number of members of our
parliament landed at Soekarno-Hatta Airport in Jakarta just arriving from Helsinki after
signing the peace accords MOU with GAM.

In the airport VIP lounge the Vice President Jusuf Kalla welcomed us back with a
broad smile. One by one each of us was hugged by JK. I for one could not control my
emotions at the gratitude our Government showed our mission. When JK hugged me
without a word, I had no strength left in me at all. I just went limp with no feeling at
all. All I knew was that my arms felt as though they were trembling.

UAtan exchange rate of US$1 -IDR10,000 this would amount to about US$300,000
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JK immediately gestured towards my wife who was nursing our youngest, 18
months old. Virginia, who was then three and a half and my wife, wiped their tears
away as they too were greatly touched by the proceedings. "These are your children
and your wife, Hamid. Their generation will appreciate your bringing peace to Aceh -
a bright and shining future," said JK rather poetically.

Straight away Virginia ran at me joyfully and hugged me, asking where the deer
skin shoes her daddy had promised were. In fact each time I left home 1 promised deer
skins shoes but regrettably I was too busy to fulfil my promises. I was perturbed by
Virginia's request and her hopes. And at the same time felt the disappointment for the
people of Aceh for the number of promises also made to them and their unfulfilled
yearnings for all of this time. Virginia was still small, and did not really understand
much but she enquired about something she had been promised. What about the
Acehnese, they understood promises! Thanks to God Almighty, their hopes have now
been granted. And Virginia's wishes, albeit three days late, I managed to fulfil my
promise: Deer skin shoes for Virginia.
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STARTING FROM TWO SHEETS OF PAPER

The new Aceh peace process is really fairly straight forward to follow. It all started
with two sheets of folio paper with notes written by the Vice President two weeks after
the tsunami smashed into Aceh. On 9th January 2005, the Vice President sent an
official memorandum dated 9th January 2005 referenced 02/WP/1/2005 to the
President. In this memorandum to the President, the Vice President outlined the
situation in Aceh post-tsunami including the condition of GAM there. Also, he reported
that he had already spoken to Muzakkir Manap, the GAM military commander two
days beforehand. In this conversation Muzakkir Manap said that the matter of peace
had to involve GAM leadership in Sweden.

In this memorandum, the Vice President explained our meeting plans with GAM
using a mediator, the former President of Finlan artii Ahtisaari. In his memorandum
summary, he noted that on 7 January 2005, Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah and
Bachtiar Abdullah had already met with Ahtisaari and said that they, GAM, were ready
to enter into peace talks with the Government of Indonesia.

Further, the Vice President wrote that the Government of Indonesia must hold talks
with GAM in the field in Aceh and at the same time initiate contact with the GAM
leadership in Sweden. For this two pronged approach, the Government of Indonesia
would have to cooperate with the international community in order to encourage GAM
in Sweden to immediately commence these proposed peace
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talks with Indonesia. The Vice President felt it was essential to involve the Swedish
Government because one of the GAM leaders, Hasan Di Tiro, had become a naturalized
Swedish citizen along with Zaini Abdullah and Bachtiar Abdullah.

It was also necessary to approach Libya as it was there that many of the GAM
fighters received their military training. Also, Singapore had to be informed as one of
their nationals Malik Mahmud was still a citizen of Singapore. As the United Kingdom
and the USA still had considerable influence on world affairs, they too had to involved.

At the end of his memorandum the Vice President explicitly made concrete
proposals that to resolve the Aceh problem the Government of Indonesia must offer an
amnesty, prosperity, and a political and government program to develop all of Aceh.

Two days after writing that two page memorandum, the Vice President drafted
another two folio pages regarding the process and timetable. The first page contained
the Government's offer to GAM - amnesty, a political solution and economic
compensation. In return it was expected and demanded that GAM dissolve itself and
surrender all their weapons. Also, the Vice President included a third party in his
process, a party which would monitor the peace accords until completed. The expected
overall result was that all GAM members would be reintegrated into the community so
that they may participate
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ggparty politics, form political parties, participate in local elections and become
members of the Indonesian Armed Forces and Police provided they fulfilled usual
standard entry requirements.

On the second page, the Vice President explained that August 2005 was the month
for the peace agreement. That was the plan and we adhered to it.

Later in the third week of January 2005, The Vice President called me to his
residence. He handed me his two folio pages of his thoughts on how to achieve peace
in Aceh. The first page was a summary of the histories of Aceh's revolts, including
every attempted peace effort. What caught my eye was an estimate of the number of
weapons held by GAM. Prior to joint Indonesian armed forces operations in 2002 GAM
has some 2,000 weapons. By 2005 GAM had only 800 weapons. This number of 800
was only the difference between the claimed real number and those who formally
surrender after the peace treaty.

The second page was an amazing matrix. The Vice President, in the matrix as
shown below, compared Government positions versus GAM positions covering
politics, economy, religion, armed forces/ weapons, government and prosperity.
Opposing positions would be bridged by negotiations. The net result, a solution. This
working paper was drafted by the Vice President on 23 January 2005 and is as follows:

A DIGNIFIED RESOLUTION

Target to be achieved : Maximum effort

Indonesia Unconditional surrender by GAM

GAM : Independence

Compromise :  Aceh remains as a part of the unitary state of the Republic

of Indonesia with special autonomy and GAM will cease all
opposition and surrender their weapons with certain
conditions
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Points Indonesia GAM Solution
. . Special
Politics Unitary State Independence Autonomy
. Production
Economy Joint Prosperity Ace::l Pr;)duﬁtlon Sharing Aceh
or fAce 30% Jakarta 70%
In Accordance with Secular Islamic law
Religion the Constitution | understarfiing to | (Syariah) with
and Pancasila overall Islam local regulations
Military/ Unconditional Weapons to be Weapons to be
Weapons surrender kept personally surrendered
Government In accordance with Important role Call elections
the law
GAM . Plantathns and Maximum Negotiated
Prosperity funding

Helsinki Meeting 28-30 January 2005
I. Direct gleeting between the Indonesian Government and GAM Initially, not
official
Facilitator: Marti Ahtisaari (former President of Finland)
e Substantive discussions

e (Ceasefire
e Initial Motive: Post Tsunami Reconstruction

II.  If the outcome of this meeting of 28 January 2005 is approved by the Government,
GAM Council and GAM Aceh official talks will then proceed towards the signing
of an agreement.

Jakarta, 23rd January 2005

With this memorandum and work plan in hand as many as three times during those
three weeks, it was crystal clear that the Government was strongly determined to
resolve the Aceh problem peacefully and
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with dignity. This brief but clear framework of reference was for the Government team
like a life raft in the middle of a stormy sea. This framework of reference from JK was
like a cooking recipe with all measurements and ingredients. All the delegation had to
do was mix the ingredients and cook in accordance with the cookbook recipe.

Once, at about 11.00 p.m. [ was called to see JK in January 2005. He gave me his
meeting framework of reference. "Mid", you hang on to this carefully as you are the
head of the talks. God willing, if we can stick to this we will have peace by this August.
I am convinced with five rounds of talks we will end up with a peace treaty. Believe
me, 'Mid. Remember what we did in Poso and Ambon. There I used only two pages of
a framework too; after that then you and Farid took it to the field. It all then followed
according to the plan. Now it will be the same."

"Really your work is easy now because I have made all the preparations. I only
urge you to persuade skillfully and convince GAM so that the outcomes in these two
pages can be achieved," JK said to me.

'Right, Pak, I will stick to your instructions" I responded to JK.

I observed JK's framework and action plan did not contain tens of accusations that
GAM would dictate terms to the Government in our peace negotiations. Many assessed
that the Government has conceded too much compared with what GAM had given in
to. JK responded readily to criticism like this by saying the Government from the very
beginning wanted GAM to stop demanding independence; and apart from protecting
the unitary state of Indonesia for GAM to dissolve itself and surrender their weapons.
Sure it was no more than that, said the Vice President.

From the statistics, only a small amount was given to Government by GAM; but it
was exactly these small amounts which were a source of contention. With all the deaths,
the total economic chaos, uncertain education as all infrastructure was wrecked, social
cohesion shattered, good relationship between communities which had been
annihilated, orphaned children and so on, all of these foregoing negatives were
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impossible to quantify. And that is without being able to quantify the cost of this war
over three decades. In short, the Government would profit far more by making peace
with GAM compared with an endless war.

From another view point, how was it possible to suggest that GAM could possibly
dictate to the Government during these peace talks with our planned probable talks
outcomes contained in JK's draft which were in the end achieved. In this context, I
never reacted to the accusations and pessimism over the speculated outcomes of these
peace talks. On principle, [ would let time record the positives which we achieved. One
thing is for sure, that on three occasions two folio pages written by JK for the
framework of our negotiations in Ambon and Poso conflicts and now with the GAM
conflict, negotiations changed history: Violence in Aceh was buried, peoples' lives
were saved, social cohesion restored, and the children of Aceh could now grow up
joyfully with all looking forward to a bright future
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE TALKS
- NOT WORDS CHASING WORDS

New Year 2005 and the peace talks were only a fortnight away. Just after a week when
our country was overwhelmed with painful grief for the victims of the tsunami which
smashed Aceh to smithereens as well as other parts of North Sumatera, our grief had
to be caste aside as our hopes for peace in Aceh was now in front of us.

Days later in the first week of January 2005 our delegation was at cross purposes
with some technical preparations. Vice President Jusuf Kalla, usually called JK,
already had overloaded me with books and articles on Aceh - from their war against
the Dutch colonialists to recent events in Tanah Rencong.'?

For JK it would be right out of the question to commence our peace talks without
a deep understanding of Aceh's historical problems. Never half-hearted, JK guided us
like a teacher in a disciplined training camp. At every possible opportunity, he checked
the status of our reading he had given us and examined me on my comprehension of
these books.

Following "the exam", JK would add further reading titles. Amongst the reading
that was crammed into us were the writings of Hasan Di Tiro written in the fifties. This
book became our breviary. "Understand the way in which Di Tiro thinks before you
leave for the talks," the Vice President said on one occasion to me.

Literally the Land of the Acehnese Dagger
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Before completing our required Aceh reading, another demand was made. JK
insisted we all memorize the Aceh provincial map in its entirety; not only the main
towns but also the areas controlled by GAM. The VP continued to act like a teacher in
front of his class with me and Sofyan Djalil as his pupils. As well he interrogated us on
all sorts of matters. On one occasion I was suddenly called to explain a map we had
just studied.

Not unexpectedly, several times Sofyan Djalil was yelled at by the VP only
because he was nervous and unable to answer the questions. "What are you? You as an
Acehnese say you are ready to tackle the Acehnese but you don't know the position of
towns there or the locations of the provincial divisions," said JK.

Besides our readings on Aceh history, anthropology and maps which we had to
fully comprehend, we also had to have a thorough knowledge of all the GAM principals
- their hobbies, their locations and their position in the GAM hierarchy.

On one occasion Sofyan Djalil and I were summoned urgently to the Vice
Presidential Palace. After just opening the door and before being invited to sit, JK
snapped "MM are the initials for what or for whom?"

His abrupt question stunned us. We looked at one another hoping against hope that
one of us would be able to come up with an answer for the second man of Indonesia.
Seeing that we were stunned, the VP ordered us home to get back reading our books.
"You are not ready. for the talks because you don't know what these important initials
MM stand for. Just go home and read more," he said.

Once outside, Sofyan and [ each tried to guess what the background of these initials
was. We could not crack it at all. Sofyan queried was it the name of a person or a place?

The puzzle over MM was solved that night at about 11.00 p.m. JK rang asking
"Where are you and what are you up to?" Immediately I replied I was in my study
reading about Aceh. JK asked further whether I had found out what the initials MM
meant. Not yet I replied.

"So you can sleep tonight please note that MM could mean Malik Mahmud or it
could mean Muzakkir Manaf. You have to know this sort of detail and even trivial
details," he said firmly.
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I was delighted to learn what the initials MM meant and straight away rang Sofyan
to let him know. He listened and burst out laughing: The MM mystery was solved and
he too was delighted and relieved. The following day we met with the VP and with
great enthusiasm Sofyan told the VP that we had found the answer to the initials MM.
These were the initials for either Malik Mahmud or Muzakkir Manaf.

Upon hearing this, the VP said "Yes, this came from me. I told Hamid last night."

Sofyan's face turned bright red. While the VP went to the toilet in the corner,
Sofyan immediately punched me in the chest, saying "Why didn't you tell me that this
came from the VP himself. I am really embarrassed as I thought this finding came from
our team's research. May God forgive me!"

"Ah, don't be so carried away," I said laughing.

On another occasion meeting at the VP's palace, unexpectedly the VP asked
"Malik Mahmud lives where and what's his nationality?" In chorus we both answered.,"
He lives in Sweden and had a Singapore passport.”

"Ah, I see you have been studying hard. That's the way," said JK. We were
delighted that we were able to reply deftly. Our delight did not last long when JK
suddenly enquired" Who is ZZ?"

Again we were unable to answer. "Clearly you two fail yet again. ZZ are the initials
for Zakaria Zaman, GAM's Minister of Defence." On another occasion, JK asked about
other initials. "Who is SD?" Once again we looked at one another confused and
embarrassed by our inadequacy. JK gave a clue that SD probably is two persons both
of whom had a connection to GAM. The next day we returned with the answer.

Sure enough, during the full cabinet meeting that day at the presidential palace, the
VP summoned us asking for the answer about SD. I replied that SD was the initials of
Sofyan Daud, one of GAM's military leaders. Sofyan smiled widely and proud that we
had an answer. JK wanted to know who was the second SD. We conceded that we were
not able to answer this.

The VP with his certain special smile but with a slightly higher pitched voice said
that we were certainly not ready for the talks.
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"How is it possible you can discuss with your opponents when you yourselves don't
know. SD is Sofyan Djalil," said the VP.

I retorted that this was not a fair question.

"What was not fair?" snapped the VP.

"Yesterday, you said that there were two SD's and both them were linked to GAM.
Sofyan Djalil has no connection whatsoever with GAM, I said in our defence.

"Sofyan Djalil it is understood to be one of the members of the Government team
meeting with GAM. Therefore he is connected to GAM," he said.

With volleys of questions like this and various puzzle-like oral examinations, in
the end each time we were called to meet the VP, we recited the facts beforehand so
that we could not be embarrassed and caught out by the very detailed questioning which
would certainly be put to us by our boss.

The questions from JK's books were countless. Sometimes I replied legalistically
and passed with flying colours, other times I flopped disastrously. Thankfully, when I
failed my boss gave me another opportunity in which [ was certain to pass.

Learning from experience and from the volleys of questions from JK on his reading
lists, I tried to be smarter than my Teacher JK . On the quiet, [ contacted A.R. Ramly,
our former Ambassador to the USA, who is also a leader of the Acehnese community
in Jakarta, asking for additional reading material on Aceh..

A few days later Pak Ramly provided me with a stack of reading on Aceh about
30 cm high. I read it all. With this new fund of knowledge I wished to test myself.
Proudly, I went to JK and demonstrated my new found knowledge derived from Pak
Ramly's literature. The result - praise for my initiative in seeking additional reading.

On another occasion, with the same intent wishing to test my knowledge with our
Mr Teacher JK, I displayed my knowledge from my own researches. The result was a
disaster! Almost immediately, JK interrupted naming the sources of my research. In
fact, JK went on to say that the information I quoted had been rejected by more recent
publications.
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May God forgive me, I said. How come JK is clearly well ahead of my own reading
progress. To prevent my total loss of self-worth, I said to JK "Bapak, this is like when
I learnt silat"years ago." "What do you mean by that?" enquired JK pointedly. I replied
"My silat instructor then certainly did not wish to impart all of his fighting skills to his
students. For sure, he had other skills he kept to himself as he did not want to be
defeated by any his students". "This has no relationship whatsoever with the science of
silat, Hamid. Basically, you have to work and study harder if you want to succeed in
Aceh," stressed JK.

I could not stop wondering from where this boss of mine obtained all of his
information for these meetings. All of these tactics and preparations crowded in on me.
Finally, it became clear which is explained at the end of this story.

GAM Ideology

GAM's ideology was invariably a strong point of focus for JK. Regularly, he
stressed that only by understanding both their ideology and orientation along with
GAM motives could Indonesia enter discussions with GAM.

To achieve such understanding, the VP gave us two large volumes written by
western observers. Proudly, I took these two books and started reading. JK also had
read them. Clearly, I was defeated in short order. Two days later, the VP suddenly
called me to his residence on the corner of Jalan Diponegoro. On the second floor in
his private library JK was already waiting for me. On entering, he immediately fired a
question at me. "Hamid, when did the ideological orientation of GAM change from an
independence movement to a democratic movement with basic human rights?" My
reading had not reached that point, I replied.

"Oh, you are a slow learner,' he said.

"Don't be like that Pak. I comprehend all of what I read not just reading sentences
in that book," I defended.

13Silat is an Indonesian martial art.
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"So, you just think that I am merely talking about reading. Not comprehension,"
he argued.

I continued, "The ideology of GAM changed from a religious ideology to an
independence ideology when a number of revolutionary movements in various parts of
the world adopted the ideology of independence as their driving force, for example the
Moro movement in the southern Philippines backed by Libya."

"Okay, I accept that," he said in partial praise.

"Except you are not able to tell me when GAM ideology changed from a religious
ideology to independence and to human rights and democracy?" As 1 did not reply, the
VP ordered "Note this carefully, Hamid. They changed their revolutionary ideology
from an ideology and orientation of liberation to democracy and human rights in the
early 1990s. This was in line with the changes in global politics at the time when east
European countries collapsed. The bi-polar world fell apart. As a result, a human rights
and democratic agenda became a demand on the global menu. The ideology and
orientation of GAM followed suit with the world," he said.

For JK, GAM's revolutionary ideology in each period had to be fully understood
in order that the Government could prepare its arguments for the talks. By
understanding their ideology and orientation, we could then understand their tactics
and their strategy in the field both domestically and internationally

Therefore with this understanding, said JK, we could understand their overseas
networks on the world stage. "As head of our Government's delegation, you must not
only understand their orientation but must understand them as persons. Make yourself
think as if you were a member of GAM. Without this approach, it will be difficult to
find points of agreement because you will not be able to understand their rage," was
his guidance which stuck deeply in my mind.

Biography

As days passed, we gained a better and deeper knowledge of GAM's ideology and
orientation. But this time JK gave us a new
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lesson: Understand the profile of the two GAM members we would be facing at the
talks table. They were Malik Mahmud, GAM's Prime Minister and Dr Zaini Abdullah,
GAM's Foreign Minister.

The VP instructed us to learn all their personal details - their past history and even
their hobbies. I had to be able to differentiate both their lives.

"Tengku Malik Mahmud, I gather likes Bugis-Makassar pinisi'® as his father in the
past once owned one in Singapore. You have to dig all of this sort of thing out," ordered
the VP. "Remember, Hamid, Tengku Malik has time on this side at the conference
table. He is very skilled and has full grasp of the history of GAM's struggle. You must
be well prepared with facts to face him."

JK explained Dr Zaini Abdullah was a graduate from the University of North
Sumatra. Once he was the head of the coordinating committee of the Muslim Students
Association (HMI)'> of North Sumatra. "Try and locate his contemporaries at HMI and
ask them about his private life especially his pleasures," said the VP.

Remembering Zaini's background as a former HMI activist, JK stressed that the
talks between our Government and GAM was in fact a reunion of HMI alumni as from
the Government delegation members Hamid Awaludin, Sofyan Djalil and Farid Husein
were also former HMI activists.

On many occasions, the VP said, "Really the Aceh peace talks are HMI to HMI or
an association meeting."

JK instructed Dr Farid Husein always to keep me and Sofyan Djalil posted on all
information on the GAM personality profiles. For sure Farid Husein was a very
competent field operator. Farid knew all the strings linking the GAM leadership. Also,
Farid gave me a photo

“Often nautically speaking, incorrectly called Bugis schooner which to this day trade throughout
Indonesia but no longer always under sail and in the 60s transported much cargo to Singapore. The
Bugis are Indonesia's pre-eminent sailor-traders. In the past, they traded beche-de-mer. from Australia
northern coast selling it into the Philippines for onward sale to China. Today: they can be still seen at
Sunda Kel harbour in Jakarta loading a variety of cargo for outer Indonesia.

“Himpunan Mahasiswa Islam (HMI) The Muslim Students Association
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of Tengku Malik's son in Singapore. Later, this photo was to help me form a sound
friendship with Malik Mahmud, facilitating our talks.

Later it was shown the VP's order to understand the backgrounds of these GAM
bigshots was kind of magical especially during our Helsinki talks with GAM.
Understanding most of the facts and facets of their lives, good personal relations
between myself and them was readily created. With such good relations, most of our
tricky problems were easily communicated and solved.

Also with this good personal relationship, it followed that I had excellent personal
communications with them and they reciprocated with trust in me. This was the same
method applied by JK from his experience as a reliable and successful businessman.
Only with trust can business be done. "At the same time trust can be gained readily
while starting to develop personal relations," said JK.

Apart from his order to understand the GAM principals' personalities, JK gave
further commands. I must understand Acehnese culture starting with Acehnese songs.
"As a delegate you should be able to sing at least a couple of Acehnese songs. Go and
get a collection of tapes or CDs of Acehnese songs," instructed JK.

"How could I immediately understand the Acehnese language'®, Pak?" with just a
few days before the talks started. "Also, [ can't sing," I shot back. "It is not necessary
to understand, but by listening to Acehnese songs, your heart will certainly be in unison
with Aceh. Remember before when we completed Ambon, I got together a number of
tapes of Ambonese songs and listened to them. My heart was already united with
Ambon before we started the talks," stressed the VP. If you were not already married [
would try to marry you off to an Acehnese girl before you leave for these talks," joked
JK.

So that I could absorb the life and character of the Acehnese JK ordered me to visit
systematically jailed Acehnese in Jakarta. To this I retorted "Bapak can personally
check every night on my surprise snap visits."

'*The Acehnese language is quite dissimilar from Bahasa Indonesia, the Indonesian national la nguage,
and derives largely from Chamic roots i.e. Cambodia.
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"Don't always interrupt. I have not explained my reason for this. You must go to
the detention centers and jails where there are numbers of GAM activists. Mix with
them so that you may become at one with them," JK added.

Would this be the last instruction from JK I wondered. Certainly not! He instructed
me to experience the taste of Acehnese food. "I gather there is an Acehnese restaurant
in Bendungan Hilir'”. Go there as much as possible to taste their food. It is just a
warung,'® and should not be expensive. Also, one of your hobbies is food. If necessary
wear an Acehnese pici' when you go there," instructed JK.

Meeting Eye-to-Eye

At last all the required reading was completed. I felt relaxed waiting for that
meeting day.

All preparations in hand? Not yet. | was confused by financial estimates. Instead
of preparing administrative matters, coaching from the VP really increased and was
becoming complicated. This time it was not forging our intellectual abilities to
understand the matters at hand but now it was technical matters which had to be
handled in the field.

"Hamid, in these discussions, you must face your opponents. The method to
subdue your opponents is to fix their eyes. From now on you must imagine the face of
Tengku Malik Mahmud and fix both his eyes," instructed JK.

Several days after the order to depart was issued I was yet again summoned to JK's
office. "Are you now able to imagine Tengku Ma lik? Have you been able to fix his
eyes without blinking?" asked JK.

"Yes, Pak, every time I can imagine Malik Mahmud. But [ would find it difficult
to be sure that [ will not blink when I did fix his eyes. The problem is | have never met
with him and I have not trained because I have not seen him," I replied.

""Bendungan Hilir is a market located off Jalan Sudirman one of the main axial roads in Jakarta.
A warung a food stall usually on the street.
A rimlace velvet hati
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"If that is the case, now sit down in front of me and start to fix my eyes sharply
and directly. Remember, don't blink," ordered the VP

As his underling, I was a bit uncomfortable. How come? With my eyes 1 had to fix
my boss's eyes without blinking. I tried to get out of it but it resulted in me just simply
playing for time. He snapped at me and demanded I start to fix his eyes.

As my eyes focussed on JK's, I immediately blinked. JK yelled at me, "Hamid, I
said, fix both your eyes on mine and do not blink!"

"It is impossible for me to do so as you are my boss," I replied.

"In this room, there is neither boss nor staff. Who are present is you, Hamid
Awaludin, head of our Government team and me. Malik Mahmud is head of the GAM
team. You must fix the eyes of the GAM head. Do it now!" he ordered again. ] used all
my efforts to do so that afternoon. I tried to fix my eyes so that they did not blink but I
failed every time.

"Today you have not passed. Go home and practice. Next time you must succeed.
If you are unable to fix my eyes then you will be unable to fix Malik Mahmud's," said
the VP.

A few days later | was again called to the VP's office. "The exam to fix the VP's
eyes has commenced" he said. This time | had improved considerably and was able to
do it several times fixing my boss's eyes sharply without blinking. "That's the way,"
praised JK.

What was the link between fixing my opponents eyes in these talks with resolving
the Aceh problem? For JK the eyes are a reflection of your heart which cannot lie.
When fixing another person's eyes, we can sense what is on the other person's mind.
Also, the ability to fix another person's eyes is a test of one's inner strength.

Later I knew that the principle of fixing one opponent's eyes in talks could be
reciprocated on me as well. After the peace process at a dinner function in Aceh with
Malik Mahmud, he unexpectedly said that he began to place trust in me in particular
and the Indonesian Government in general, on the first day of the talks.

On that occasion, Malik Mahmud fixed my eyes and said he could feel the honesty
in my heart, the governme representative, to resolve the Aceh problem peacefully and
with dignity.
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I always sat directly in front of Malik Mahmud throughout the talks. Malik
Mahmud acknowledged later that he was aware I fixed his eyes from day one and he
knew that I knew that he fixed my eyes too. Jokingly I countered Malik Mahmud
saying, "We were both spying on one another, eh Tengku?" He was slightly
embarrassed by my joke.

Dress

Right down to minor details JK made preparations for Helsinki even to our style
of clothing. Without repeating himself, JK reminded me that I should wear a jacket
which should be dark to show that I was really serious in these talks. "A dark jacket is
invariably seen as a symbol of seriousness," said JK.

"You must wear a plain coloured shirt with no bright stripes because that will also
show that you are serious. With the correct dress, they will feel that you are showing
them appropriate respect and appreciation. But wear a bright tie so their attention will
be focused on you. This is very important and meaningful factor at the meeting table,"
added JK.

Apart from guidance on my dress, the VP reminded me to take note of the style of
dress on the opposing side of the table. The purpose of this was to be able later to break
the ice. "Give them positive comments on their dress."

Truly, although I had known JK a long time this was the first time ever [ had heard
him hold forth on the matter of colour and dress. I had the opportunity to tease him
gently by asking,"Since when have you been so interested in fashion?"

"That's a trade secret," he responded. Undaunted, I pressed him further,"So that I
may execute your orders properly, can I know where exactly did you acquire these
lessons?

"l acquired them during the Presidential/Vice Presidential elec tion campaign in
2004. The colour and pattern of clothing strongly. determines appearance and
perceptions of the public towards us," he obliged.
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Apart from clothing, the VP on many occasions reminded me to practice smiling.
"Hamid, you must practice smiling. This is important to convince the other side that
you are not angry and are peaceable. Frankly, you are stingy with your smiles. As a
result many think you are a snob. What's your problem with smiling at people?"

JK's remark was just like a bolt of lightning striking me. I reacted saying "Pak, for
sure my face is not a smiley sort of face. The anatomy of my face gives the impression
of anger, but what can I do? But I am good hearted, Pak."

"It is not a matter of good heartedness or not, Hamid. It is a matter of smiling. It is
the first impression of a person who is peaceable. Watch me. Even when 1 am flaming
mad [ can smile," stressed the VP. Not wishing to be put down by my boss, I replied,
"Your face, Bapak, is really a smiley face. The bone structure of your face makes you
seem to be smiling all the time and naturally too. Because of that people always think
you are a good person from only seeing your face. [ am the opposite, Pak."

"I don't want to know these excuses, Hamid. The main thing is you must increase
your smiling training. If need be, every morning you practice in front of the mirror."
That was the order of the day from my superior.

Also, JK gave instruction on ethics. His instruction included style, especially in
speech. "Hamid, you must remember your opposite numbers are considerably older
then you. You must respect them, so watch your manners. Do not attempt to lecture
them. I know you are a lecturer. So don't behave like a lecturer in front of his students,"
counselled JK.

"Oh dear," I complained, "There are too many prohibitions and our talks have not
even started."

"Hamid, wherever these talks may be held, there will always be rules of the game.
Remember before when we were in Poso and Ambon? There were plenty of rules |
placed on you. We succeeded, yes?" countered the VP.

He went on to say "Even discussions between wedding committees have their
rules. What about meetings addressing the problems of Aceh?"
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Basically," You believe rules are like fighi®®, which determine or not your
prayers," said JK. The tone of his voice was forceful.

Ambassadors

One of the early steps VP Jusuf Kalla made to resolve the Aceh issue was to invite
for a briefing ambassadors of friendly nations: Libya, USA, UK, Australia, Sweden,
Finland. Singapore and Japan.

At the first meeting in his office, JK explained why he had invited them."We have
invited all of you here on a holy mission. As you have all witnessed, Aceh is smashed
to smithereens by the tsunami. International aid had already started to come in. Further,
each one of your countries has actively and generously participated in this aid."

"Now the problem is the humanitarian aid you have given is unable to be totally
effective because of the poor security situation in Aceh. We cannot hide the fact that
your aid may be plundered mid way to its destination."

According to JK, the commitment to reconstruct Aceh immediately after the
tsunami was not feasible without peace in Aceh. How would it be possible to build
bridges, highways, roads, schools and so forth if every time gunfire was heard? It was
impossible to guarantee infrastructure development without security for heavy
equipment so that it would not be stolen or damaged. Moreover, the worst scenario
could happen: Foreign volunteers in Aceh, with their strong interest and commitment,
could be kidnapped or worst still even murdered. If this occurred Aceh would be
abandoned causing further misery as no further foreign aid would come in.

JK then explained why he had invited each of the friendly countries present. Libya,
according to JK, was invited because it was there that GAM's military had received
their military training. "We wish that the Libyan Government participates actively to
assist us to persuade GAM to enter discussions to achieve peace. If Libya was able to
train them militarily, it is certain now that Libya can be responsible in a non-military
sense," said JK.

YFighi in Islam, is the study of ritual laws related to prayers.
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Sweden was invited because in that country GAM policy makers and their highest
decision makers resided there; also they had become Swedish nationals. In this context
the VP's thinking was extremely logical and realistic. For them Indonesia was a
benevolent nation which held firmly to the principle of national sovereignty. Indonesia
knew very well that the persons who made life or death decisions for Aceh had lived
in Sweden for over 30 years. If needed Indonesia, and if so determined, could have
short-cut the peace process in Aceh, that is by force or kidnapping these people with
the excuse they were creating disturbances within the territory of Indonesia. Except,
said the VP, "Indonesia is not Israel. Indonesia highly respects Swedish sovereignty.
The way is for Sweden to influence and urge these GAM leaders to sit down and make
peace with the Indonesian Government."

Finland was invited as their former President Martti Ahtisaari would as
mediator in the forthcoming peace talks. Finland as host for these talks would play a
signfg@gant role in the future.

UK was invited because they could influence EU nations to pressure the GAM
leadership living in Sweden to come immediately to the peace talks with the Indonesian
Government.

USA was also invited, said the VP, because it was hoped they too would use their
strong political influence with the international community to support these peace talks.
It was hoped they would contact their diplomatic mission in Sweden to urge the GAM
leadership to come to the table with the Indonesian Government.

At an interval in the VP's explanation, the Singaporean Ambassador Edward Lee
enquired as to why Singapore was involved in Aceh affairs. To which the VP directly
responded, "Because the GAM Prime Minister, Tengku Malik Mahmud is a Singapore
national!"

Edward Lee intervened enquiring,"Was it correct that he still held a Singaporean
passport?"

"Yes, until now Malik Mahmud still is a Singaporean national but is now living in
Sweden," replied the VP. "He is a national of yours. Because of this, you must help the
Indonesian Government persuade this one citizen of yours. One of the keys to peace in
Aceh is in the hands of a Singaporean national."
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What about Japan? Yutaka limura, their ambassador, enquired as to Japan's
involvement. Without hesitation the VP replied that he was invited as Japan was a
major world economic power. "Here, use your economic power to urge the GAM
leadership to the peace table," urged the VP.

At the conclusion of this early meeting, this group of ambassadors of friendly
nations appointed Yutaka limura as their spokesman. So Ambassador limura often kept
contact with the Indonesian Government team. He often came to my office to discuss
every deve lopment. Apart from these discussions limura-san wished to propose that
his country, Japan, could host the peace talks. I relayed his offer to the VP.

On different occasions, the ambassadors of USA, UK, Sweden, Australia and
Singapore visited me in my office over Aceh matters. My work load was greatly
simplified by these ambassadors. They simply wanted information.

Linked to the involvement of these ambassadors, the Libyan ambassador Ali al-
Mabruk only appeared at the first and the second meetings. There were those who
suspected that the Libyan ambassador was taken aback when the VP announced that
GAM fighters had been trained in Libya. Thus Libya must be held responsible for Aceh
security.

The style of openness and candour of the VP made these ambassadors nod in
approval. Later one of these ambassadors who came to my office said "In my three
decades in this career, this is the first time [ have come across a leadership so open and
candid. There is no courteous diplomatic prevarication. Was he like this before? Or
was he like this because he was just angry?"

I replied that the candour was his nature. He was certainly not angry. "Your
leadership is unique, he speaks firmly and candidly but he is always smiling. So, I
thought he was not angry at all," said this ambassador.

Witnessing the VP's style with these ambassadors an Indonesian diplomat made a
request to the VP that it was not customary in the world of diplomacy to use such a
direct and candid style.
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The VP responded spontaneously, "For sure I am not a diplomat. Your job is to
smoothen out these things in accordance with diplomatic rules. My job is to present the
requests and targets which the Indonesian Government wishes to achieve."

From Meeting to Meeting

Apart from the several briefings with ambassadors from friendly countries, other
meet@gles for the Government team were with a number of ministers directly involved,
such as the Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice and Human Rights, the Minister
for Defencqgpnd Security, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Minister for Home
Affairs, the Commander of the Indonesian Armed Forces, the Minister of Finance, the
Chief of Police, the Attorney General and Head of the National Intelligence Agency.
These meetings were chaired by the VP himself either at his office or his home. When
all preparations were completed on certain issues these meetings were headed by the
President either at the Palace or at his residence at Cikeas. For certain at every meeting
headed by either the President or the VP, the Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice
and Human Rights was present besides the negotiating team.

I do not know precisely how the division of duties between the President and the
VP was made. What was clear is that immediately before departing for each round of
talks, the VP brought the team to meet with the President and the same happened on
our return. Often between our departures and returns, the VP would take us to other
meetings with the President” and there could be several of them in these periods while
in Jakarta.

Even during the fourth round of Aceh peace talks, the President had a wedding
party for his son at the Bogor Palace. Among the thousands that attended, when I went
up to the stage to congratulate the bride and groom, the President had the opportunity
to whisper to me to see him at his home at Cikeas the next morning to get our final
guidance before leaving. Generally, this guidance from the President was a 'macro-
format' of what we were not permitted to do.
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Apart from our meetings with the Government committees, there were several
meetings with politicians or the parliament with community leaders. Some were headed
by the President, the rest by the VP. Aiggngst all of these meetings, the one that most
impressed me was those meetings attended by the Indonesian Armed Forces
Commander General Endriartono Sutarto. When he attended the meeting atmosphere
was refreshed by his jokes.

On one occasion, after a meeting with the President at the Palace, he called me to
a corner room. In a serious manner, he whispered to me, "Hamid, I have to give you
my full support because at the end of these talks you have a signing of a peace
agreement. Here, this document which will be signed by you could carry the same
importance as the Proclamation of Independence. If necessary, we will make a statue
of you," he said laughing.

I respected the support and style of this particular general. I felt I was really
supported and defended by him. The same sort of support also came from the Police
Chief, General Da'i Bachtiar. I often rang him both before I left for the peace table and
on my return. He made little comment other than to say, "Keep on going, Hamid. We
are all behind the Government peace team."

Words Chasing Words

Less than a week before we headed off for Helsinki to start the peace talks, the
time for final preparations had arrived. One day, JK summoned all the Government
team to his house. As well, he had asked a senior diplomat considered to be skilled at
the meeting table who had already had experience with GAM at the COHA meeting in
Tokyo. JK had asked him to give us advice on how to conduct our meeting with GAM
and what steps to take.

So this diplomat started. He spoke of the terms and definitions along with meeting
procedures. Repeatedly, he had problems with the term for GAM and their status and
whether it was appropriate that they should sit at the same table with their minister or
not. Seeing that his presentation was just going around in semantic circles and talking
about protocol, the VP abruptly closed the meeting thanking the diplomat profusely.




58 PEACE IN ACEH

After the guests had left, the VP called me aside and said, "Hamid, my time was
up in two hours. Don't you listen to any of what was just said? There was no substance
at all. He just went around in circles about protocol and terminology. For certain none
of it would resolve the Aceh problem. He did not offer one single solution to the
problems we faced. He just chased words with words. Basically, you take charge of all
the substantive matters."

In this context, the VP always impressed upon me, whatever was offered by our
Government alter it to our Government's wish from GAM. The Government has to give
GAM concrete offers, and after acceptance by GAM, was the issue of surrender of their
weapons. "The problem rests there," said JK.

JK also always reminded me to conduct the meetings with GAM as friends in a
dialogue. "Do not ever think of them as unequal opponents at the peace table, just
because they are considered to be rebels while you are a minister representing the
Indonesian Government. Remember, meeting means respecting other people"” stressed
the VP.

Throughout the talks, I firmly stuck to his sound counsel - don't go beat about the
bush in the talks. Don't engage merely in word play. The substance must be patently
clear. Don't let "Words chase words."

Health

Apart from the technical and mental preparations I had to endure, JK also
addressed the matter of health. Repeatedly, he requested us to have a medical. For him,
the peace talks needed stamina and high resistance to any illness. "Talks like these can
be tough and stretched out. Be ready to meet from morning to night," he said on one
occasion. This can only be accomplished if your health is in top condition.

On this topic, Dr Farid Husein, always became the target. JK said, "l cannot have
a member of the Government team ill, especially the leader. And if needed, we may
even have to take charge of GAM members' health. So that they can meet with us with
confidence at no disadvantage," advised JK to Farid. Meanwhile Sabrina (Rina) JK's
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private secretary had already had funding arrangements in hand forthese medical
matters.

I said to the VP we needed health cover not only during the peace talks. "As a
minister, | have no health insurance. My monthly salary is only IDR 19 million and we
are forbidden to accept other honorariums."

"Hamid, sure your salary is only that much. But you have other privileges which
even the filthy rich do not enjoy. For example, when you attend a wedding reception,
you are not required to join the queue to congratulate the newly wedded couple. The
organizing committee greets you on arrival and escorts you directly to the couple.
Furthermore, the other guests are stopped while you are photographed with the
wedding pair and their parents. You can't buy this Hamid," stressed JK.

JK added "Again when shopping at a mall, there is always a parking spot for your
car. And when you visit the provinces, you are escorted by a police car with siren
screaming," he continued.

Returning to the issue of health insurance I added that I paid for my insurance on
a family basis to which the VP responded by suggesting that I submit my proposal
immediately. Thanks to the Almighty, my health insurance and my families too was
paid by the VP. The doors were now open in case of health problems for both us and
GAM during the peace talks.

Protecting Secrets

On the matter of secrecy, JK was extremely serious. Continually, he reminded us
the team that the content of the discussions and even the atmosphere of the talks should
not be disclosed to outsiders. "If you discuss this outside the talks, for sure there will
be controversy and controversy will affect the course of the talks," said JK.

He regularly warned us to remind GAM participants not to leak the substance of
our talks. Both sides must have a joint commitment on secrecy, he went on.

Later, on this point, after the peace accord was signed, JK presented me with a
diploma graduating magna cum laude for he
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believed that I was able to maintain secrecy and follow his orders. Throughout the
peace talks not one of the team made any public statements except what had been
jointly agreed by the parties and of course with JK's endorsement. I really appreciated
my colleagues not making comment to anyone on the outside. Moreover, Pujo Wisesa
and Usman Basya - our team members - when [ invited them to make comments both
declined saying, "One information outlet was enough, Pak," they declared.

Indicative of the tight secrecy that was maintained throughout the talks, Abun
Sanda journalist from the Jakarta daily, Kompas, who covered the talks from the very
beginning, after the MOU was signed gave me a new title: "The Mingy One" because
he never succeeded in gouging anything out of me. Further he complained to JK about
my tightness with information about the talks. JK scolded him "Real journalists seek
information, not handed it!"

The same thing happened to Rossiana Silalahi, editor of SCTV who was present
at several rounds of the Helsinki talks. Even with such close friends we had to remain
close mouthed. "Basically, Daeng®', you will never be rich because you are not diligent
in paying your tithes. If Daeng gives us information, that is like tithes. May your sins
be lessened a bit by God," Rossiana said provokingly. "Whatever you may say Ossy,
you will get nothing out of me. It is true I pay my tithes, but I cannot say even the
smallest thing to you because I am under strict orders," I replied using a thick Batak*?
accent. "So the underlings must obey their superior's orders?" queried Rossi teasing
me.

In maintaining secrecy, | was extremely fortunate with my wife. She never once
enquired what was going on in Helsinki. If indeed she did ask, it was sufficient for me
to say that it was not the time. She quietly accepted this. Several times JK met my wife
socially where he invariably said to her "Your husband is working for our nation and
many matters which he attends to should not be widely known."

?'Daeng is a Bugis aristocratic title often conferred on persons by the Bugis community for good works
By way of explanation Rossiana Silalahi is a Batak, originating from North Sumatra.




5
ARRIVAL IN HELSINKI

The Finnair flight which brought us, the Government of Indonesia's delegation to
Helsinki, the capitol of Finland, landed on Thursday, 27 January 2005. It was still early
morning and quite dark. As we disembarked from the aircraft door, the freezing cold
wind hit us immediately. This was the height of their winter. The cold froze our finger
tips. From behind the misted airport windows we could see that Helsinki was still in
darkness.

I never suspected the number of journalists that were already waiting for us at the
airport. Camera flashlights popped welcoming us while TV cameramen almost
aggressively pointed their cameras at us with their microphones. I myself remained
silent after our Vice President Jusuf Kalla had continually counselled us to avoid the
media as they could derail our talks.

Snow covered the ground in Helsinki like a blanket draped over everything, over
trees, over roofs - all white. On our way to Wisma Duta, where our Indonesian
delegation would stay throughout the peace talks, I was still apprehensive about the
enormity of the task ahead of me.

After a brief rest, and lunching with our ambassador to Finland, Mrs Iris Indira
Murti, at 3.00 p.m. we headed to the meeting place where we met the facilitator, Martti
Ahtisaari. We were picked up in an extraordinary manner: Together with our
Coordinating Minister for Politics and Security Widodo A. S., I got into a Mercedes
with bullet
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proof windows while the other members of our delegation followed behind under tight
security escort. My heart was beating strongly for this would be my first meeting with
the charismatic Martti Ahtisaari, former President of Finland who was respected by
world leaders.

On our arrival at Koningstedt Manor, Vantaa, our location for the peace talks, the
building and even the grounds were enveloped with snow. On the veranda we were
greeted by Martti Ahtisaari. This old mansion was isolated. Widodo alighted first and
shook hands with Martti followed by me. From the grip of his handshake I felt warmly
drawn to him. I was surprised, more than I had imagined how big he was with his black
framed spectacles. | was even more surprised when it was clear he had a good idea
what I looked like. "For sure, you must be Minister Awaludin. I learnt a lot about you
from Juha. And you will be my partner in these talks," he said firmly but warmly. His
eyes looked straight into mine as if to underscore what he had just said and underscore
what JK had said before we left.

Martti then asked his staff to escort us to an ante-room where we could hang our
overcoats. Then we proceeded to the middle room. It was clean and orderly with
chandeliers hanging from the high European style ceilings. In one corner was a grand
piano.

We all sat around a fair sized round table where Martti commenced his
introduction. In a baritone voice, he welcomed us and thanked us for the trust the
Indonesian Government had shown to his organization which he headed - the Crisis
Management Institute (CMI) - which would be the facilitator and mediator for these
Aceh peace talks. "I have already decided that our agenda will be to discuss special
autonomy offered by the Indonesian Government to GAM."

Ahtisaari stressed his attitude was that he did not appreciate meaningless courtesy.
"My approach to these peace talks is like salmon fishing. 1 fish to catch fish, not to kill
time or as a hobby, but when I do something it is because [ want to get a result," he
stressed. Continuing, he said he lived by the maxim of directness. "I do not like to waste
time with courtesies which result in half finished work; half-heartedness is testing. I
wish us to take off together and land together safely."
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Also, he reminded that success did not rest entirely with the talks in Helsinki with
him as facilitator. "Success is not in our meetings here but depends on you two, both
parties at this meeting as far as possible finding many points of agreement", Martti said.

He then moved on to the substantive issue of the drawn out problems between the
Indonesian Government and GAM with three important questions. "Firstly, while these
talks are underway, can you guarantee that GAM personnel will not be treated
arbitrarily? Do not permit a repeat of events after COHA where GAM delegates were
arrested after the talks? Second, who will be responsible for ensuring that the
undertakings made in these talks will be adhered to or not? Thirdly, how will you
arrange the integration of GAM members back into your political system?" These three
questions stuck in my mind. Response to those three questions would determine or not
the outcome of these peace talks. If the Indonesian Government were able to take on
board these issues, then we will be able effectively to resolve this complicated and
prolonged problem of Aceh, Martti stated.

Responding to Martti's introductory remarks Widodo conveyed the Indonesian
Government's appreciation to him for his willingness to act as facilitator and peace
mediator between our Government and GAM. Widodo preceded his main remarks with
a briefing on conditions in Aceh post-tsunami.

Following this, Widodo underscored the Indonesian Government's @ptermination
to solve the Aceh conflict. Widodo proposed the following conditions: GAM accepts
full constitutional special autonomy in the province of Aceh within the framework of
political unity within the territory of Indonesia. To stop the cgpflict, said Widodo,
GAM leaders could return to a normal life and together with the Acehnese community
re-develop Aceh after the tsunami destruction. That applied to all other GAM activists.
All GAM weapons must be surrendered entirely.

If these conditions can be accepted then the Indonesian Govern ment would give
a general amnesty to both the GAM leadership and members. Further, financial
compensation would be offered to assist in improving prosperity in Aceh. Participation
in the social and political life of Aceh would be opened up to the GAM leadership and
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their members. To round this out, the Indonesian Government would intensify
development programmes which would be enjoyed by all Acehnese, Widodo
elaborated.

After presenting the Government offer and conditions, Widodo asked Ahtisaari
whether these peace talks could be kept entirely informal and not internationalized.
Straight after this Widodo, explained that the peace talks could start.

Concluding, Widodo said he hoped that these peace talks would be an historic
occasion, meaning that Aceh would be free from war and poverty with a peaceful, just
and prosperous future.

After these impressive introductory remarks, Ahtisaari explained where the talks
would be held to continue the peace process for Indonesian and GAM.

Sofyan Djalil and I did not speak at all after this introduction. Later mbassador
Finlar Iris Indra Murti gave a briefing outlining our the arrangements and support
which our embassy in Helsinki would provide us, the Indonesian delegation.




6
WE WILL MAKE IT, TENGKU!

Our meeting with GAM was not just about competing tactics, strategies and
compromises. It could be said that agreement at the peace table was only a part of all
the initiatives to finalize the Aceh problem. Outside, there was persistent lobbying and
side meetings as well. The core of our meeting was in reality a gamble to seize hearts
and sympathies.

The most important lobby what that between me and the Prime Minister of GAM
Malik Mahmud and his Foreign Minister Zaini Abdullah, and the other between me
and Martti Ahtisaari, and an informal meeting between me, Martti, Malik and Zaini.

Martti really knew as a skilled facilitator, forcefully dragging the parties by the
scruff of the neck to the peace table would not solve the problem. Whenever dialogue
discussion temperature rose too far or became dead locked, Martti would ask me to
meet privately with him.

"Second floor," was the signal directed at me by him. He would invite me to his
office on the second floor of this beautiful mansion where we would then have a heart
to heart discussion. If not in his office, our discussion would take place on the veranda
at the rear. Afterwards, Martti would request I meet with the two GAM principals,
Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah to relay our discussions

Many times I invited Malik and Zaini to stroll along the banks of pretty stream
behind the mansion, enjoying the ripples in the water
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and sound of the rustle of the cool air. Our walk along the stream bank did not screen
us: We were three men, a group related to one another, representing two parties which
were at odds with one another, speaking heart to heart and trying to understand one
another and striving for understanding. Any angry thoughts at the peace table, or when
one's blood boiled at explanations over past history, were gently blown away by puffs
of a gentle breeze from the across the stream. Many times I followed the bank of this
stream in winter, and in the changes of seasons and in the summer. On occasions like
this I really am aware of the burden on my shoulders. If the talks did not proceed
smoothly, there would be a direct and deleterious effect on the continuity of livelihood
of the Acehnese.

It was not long before these off-stage talks with Malik and Zaini became
comfortable. Fortunately we had Martti too. If we deadlocked, he would come down
and join us enjoying the river breezes. With gentle skill but with an underlying firmness
he would mediate a position between us.

These off-stage discussions would often involve VP Jusuf Kalla back at home in
Jakarta. If the deadjgck in our discussions was outside my jurisdiction as leader of the
delegation and as Minister of Justice and Human Rights or other members of the
delegation,

I would telephone the VP in Indonesia regardless of what the time difference was
between Finland and Jakarta. When speaking with Martti, [ would call the VP to discuss
one or two matters, and then invite Martti to speak directly with him to confirm. The
same happened with Malik and Zaini for matters which required the input direct from
our national leadership. I would bridge the problem by letting them talk directly to our
VP.

Each time JK finished talking to Martti or to GAM, he would ring me back.
Conversation with JK often took a fair amount of time, guiding me through an
understanding of the background of the problem and giving directions over technical
matters in as much detail as possible.

JK would even give directions right up to the implementation stage, for example:
How to make excuses to defend a rough idea or how to oppose GAM's meeting logic.
As a result, JK was involved
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almost in person in these meetings but outside the forum of Helsinki and back in
Jakarta..

Martti Ahtisaari himself, each time after talking with JK, would usually support
my opinion wiggn we were in a three-way discussion with GAM. There was one
exception: The issue of the formation of local political parties in Aceh. This happened
at almost the end of our talks where Martti strongly supported the GAM position. He
said "Mr Minister, put yourself in their shoes, and you will feel what they are feeling."

That was it! The Helsinki talks really stuck to the outcomes of our talks while
strolling along the stream banks at Vantaa. Our talks never did come straight to the
heart of the matter. We talked around the problem, there was polite prevarication, and
often times our talks just related to personal matters.

One afternoon in an interval in our talks, when winter was at its peak, snow laid
everywhere, the three of us - myself wedged between Malik and Zaini, made our way
slowly along the stream bank as it was very slippery. The snow was getting deeper
around the mansion, and on the roof, the trees and in the garden. I was shivering from
the cold as I forgot to bring my overcoat which was hanging in a cloak room at the
mansion. Seeing this Malik, who was tall, stretched his arm and put it around me to
warm me.

Malik Mahmud was excited by the beauty of the snow surrounding us and his
emotions rose. Lowering he voice he half whispered to me, "Pak Hamid, 1 really miss
my family relatives in Aceh. | really wish to be able to stand on Aceh beach again to
see the Bugis schooners sailing by. I love those boats. Years ago, my father owned one
in Singapore for carrying trade goods to and from Indonesia. Every afternoon I climbed
aboard his vessel and joined his Bugis crew in a meal."

He was as if he had unearthed some beautiful shard from times gone by.

"I really understand the character of the Bugis/Makassarese. Here in these peace
talks I meet again with two Bugis. I am convinced the Bugis and the Acehnese can get
along. Remember, Pak Hamid, a Bugis was once the rajah of Aceh. This meeting of
Bugis and Acehnese on this occasion brings us providential blessings for peace in
Aceh."
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He continued saying, it was a long time since he had breathed the fresh sea air on
Aceh Beach.

Zaini Abdullah joined in, "I also really want to savour goat curry a la Aceh"
Murmuring Malik said, "Hamid, I also want to see how the Bugis build their boats"

Suddenly, our emotions overwhelmed the three of us. All [ could say was, "God
willing, Tengku! We shall realize it all in a very short time."

"All of it depends, Pak Hamid, whether or not we can really return home and
behold our families. I miss home very much, Pak Hamid. Please!"

Our conversation was carried away on the breeze along the stream but the meaning
of it stabbed my heart. I thought I heard the sobs that almost choked Malik Mahmud's
voice and if I was not mistaken tears swelled up in his eyes. The Prime Minister who
was usually composed and formal groped his pocket pulling out a handkerchief to dry
his moist eyes. All the pent up anger at the peace table fell away at the memory of his
distant home village.

Even I was affected too. We joined our hands together in the midst of the snow.
Once I regained my composure. I said, "We will make it, Tengku! We will make it!"




7
ROUND ONE - HEARTFELT FEELINGS

The City of Helsinki was blanketed with snow that morning. My diary showed it was
Friday, 28 January 2005. This day we had started early to execute our country's orders.
Early in the morning, Vice President had already telephoned conveying, as per usual,
a number of instructions.

After our breakfast, we headed off to the mansion at Vantaa where our talks were
to be held some 25 kilometers outside of Helsinki. The day previously we had already
visited this mansion, the property of the Finnish Government.

The meeting room was not that large, about 7 meters by 5 meters. Our meeting
table was horseshoe shaped. Ahtisaari's and his staff's table was at the front, and on his
right was our Government's table and to his left was the GAM table.

At 930 a.m., just when the sun's rays began to emerge out the fog masking the
Helsinki sky, the official peace talks began with the GAM delegation.

The facilitator of these talks, Crisis Management Initiative, had made the meeting
preparations efficiently. In this first round, the talks were divided into two parts, a
meeting between the two delegations mediated by President Ahtisaari and the second
just between our Government delegation and the GAM delegation.

Each of these meetings consisted of five persons from each side. From Indonesia,
there was me, Hamid Awaludin, as head of the
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delegation Sofyan Djalil, Farid Husein, Usman Basya and I Gusti Agung Puja Wisesa.

Representing the GAM side there were Malik Mahmud, as head of their delegation,
Zaini Abdullah, Nur Djuli, Nurdin Abdul Rachman and Bachtiar Abdullah.

From the facilitator's side, there were President Martti Ahtisaari, Hannu Himanen,
Juha Christensen and Maria.

Meeting directly with them we circulated amongst them, and one by one their
individual personalities I came to understand. Initially, the GAM meeting was
dominated by Nur Djuli and Nurdin Abdul Rachman. They seemed to be their
spokesmen. However, I was well aware that they were reflecting the wishes of Malik
Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah. The former only spoke occasionally at the peace table.
While the latter spoke only four times in three days of talks.

Nur Djuli focussed on the general problems speaking in an almost theatrical style
using the meeting room as his personal stage. His rhetoric was delivered with explosive
power. Continually he hurled angry sentences at us, however, we, on the other side,
struggled to suppress our emotions.

While Nurdin Abdurrachman invariably concentrated on subjects that appeared to
be casuistic, including his personal matters. The others under him were particularly
quiet and if they did speak it was a measured brief delivery. Except, they felt that
Nurdin Abdul Rachman sought savage revenge against the Indonesian Army (TNI)*
and their explanations were inseparable from the presence of TNI in Aceh.

Although both of them had obvious differing styles and approach, this resulted in
both delegation leaders having a certain unity - cynicism about the proceedings. For
sure their meeting style was prearranged as outside the conference room both of them
were relaxed and gentle. Perhaps it was because of this initial outburst, later were days
of firm friendship with them.

Also, the style and approach of the GAM leadership of Malik Mahmud, and Zaini
Abdullah was extremely gentle. Mahmud always

2TNI-Tentara Nasional Indonesia - The Indonesian National Army
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used polite language. He really demonstrated a moderate attitude and a desire to
achieve peace. Invariably, he sought a solution. In explaining something, Malik usually
used analogous language.

On the other hand Zaini did not speak much. If he did, his sentences were
fragmented and gave the feeling that did not wish to speak at length and wanting to
come to the heart of the matter quickly. It was obvious that both Malik Mahmud and
Zaini Abdullah had great experience with GAM affairs.

Malik's statements were carefully measured and considered before they were
uttered. He endeavoured not to be trapped in a whirlpool of argument and polemic
whether it is semantics or be it even substantive. Before 1 left for Helsinki, Hasan
Wirajudha, our Foreign Minister, had already given me his impression of Malik that he
had a deep knowledge and experience in the GAM struggle.

From the Indonesian side, Sofyan Djalil and I acted as spokesmen. Political and
legal issues were handled by me which was probably a larger brief than the issues
covered by Sofyan Djalil - economics, development, prosperity, social matters and
religion. This division did not mean in our discussions that either of us was limited to
these designated areas. Often, at the peace table, we would frequently interject and
complement one another.

In these early meetings, our plan was mainly to show the destruction and chaos
inflicted on Aceh by the tsunami on 26 December 2004. Our desire was to shock the
GAM leadership about the prevailing conditions of their home villages which was
extremely distressing. If these photographs we were to show to GAM shocked them to
the very core of their hearts, the road to peace would not be that steep.

With these photos, we hoped we could open the pathway to their hearts to cause
them to reconsider Aceh matters not simply in political terms but in greater
humanitarian terms.

But our plan failed over one small thing: Sofyan Djalil's laptop computer would
not work!

This planned shock therapy had to be accomplished another way totally
unintended. For example, Sofyan in explaining these latest photos of the disaster, it
brought tears to their eyes. Repeatedly,
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he had to interject saying "May God forgive me" in describing the tsunami which struck
Aceh almost excusing himself for relating this tale of horrific destruction.

Even I too was affected. The images of this disaster were still indelibly imprinted
on my mind, making sentences choke in my throat often breaking up my delivery. I
really felt sad thinking about Aceh at that time. Prisons and detention centres under my
supervision, as Minister for Justice and Human Rights, had collapsed, swept away and
in utter disarray. Hundreds of prisoners were lost without a trace washed away by the
ferocity of the tsunami wave. It is not necessary to add the numbers of homes of
ordinary folks.........

Instead of listening to our distressing presentation, Nur Djuli interrupted, "Let your
tears flow in Jakarta or Aceh. Don't bring them to this peace table! We already
understand this grief."

Sofyan was utterly shocked with Nur Djuli's remark, "Astagafirullah!** Where is
your humanity? We never ever expected such callous outbursts like this in our meetings
with GAM.

Thankfully, although this initial dialogue was a forum between GAM and the
Government, except GAM in fact faced two like-minded parties the Government of
Indonesia and the facilitator himself, President Ahtisaari.

GAM was firm that any ceasefire was a pre-condition to any peace talks; while the
Government's position was that a ceasefire was pointless initially. A ceasefire was only
a temporary measure which had been tried in the past but always failed to resolve the
problem.

According to the Government, which included Aceh, what had to be won was a
total, permanent and dignified resolution of the conflict. Not a piece meal solution but
a total package. For the Government delegation, this ceasefire issue was simply a GAM
tactic playing for time while they GAM internally consolidated to increase their
bargaining strength.

The Government was convinced that any ceasefire now at the start would be like
coals which could readily fanned to re-ignite the flames

*A stagafirullah is Arabic for May God Forgive Me usually uttered after hearing something un-pleasant
or offensive to the listener's ear.
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which would devour everything. This way as proposed by GAM the Government
feared would not end the conflict in its entirety and the reconstruction of Aceh would
not proceed smoothly.

The basic difference between GAM and the Government was over the starting
point and the dialogue format. The Government wished that the Aceh Special
Autonomy Law be the starting point and overall framework while GAM did not. GAM
felt that this Law was defective and not in any way in accordance with GAM aspirations
and furthermore it was drafted by parliamentarians who were alledgedly not
democratically elected.

Finally, GAM's argument on this was cornered by their misunderstanding of the
Aceh Special Autonomy Laws passed in 2001 by the Indonesian Parliament resulting
from the 1999 General Election. This election was considered by international
observers to be very fair, clean and democratic. As this process was both democratic
and constitutional, we must act democratically, so that people's representatives are thus
the voice of the people.

On another issue, GAM differed significantly with President Ahtisaari who was of
the opinion that the talks proceed in the context of special autonomy while GAM
considered that the talks should proceed outside this context.

This difference between GAM and Ahtisaari became quite heated. GAM accused
the facilitator of being partial. To the point, President Ahtisaari stated "Go and check
the invitation and the meeting agenda which I sent all of you. Here is clear that this
discussion would take place within the framework of special autonomy and not within
the framework of independence.”

Ahtisaari added, "I am convinced, that you came here after you all read this
invitation and the agenda. Consequently, you must have agreed to and accepted these
terms of reference before coming here."

Reflecting on this, Zaini Abdullah commented, "Why do we have to be firm on
this format?"

Ahtisaari reflecting on this hard-headedness, rapped his pencil on the table,
exploded and said," Don't try to bring the independence agenda to this table. You will
be just wasting my time here. If you
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really desire independence, get up from the table, leave and don't evgggrome back here
again. Except, before you go, I wish to remind you that I will use all the influence 1
have in Europe and in the international community so that you never get any
internggional support. What is for certain your dream and wishes for an independent
Aceh will never be realized. At least not while I am alive and not while you are alive!
Witnessing this hostility between them, we judiciously did not get in the middle of this
crossfire.
With this clear statement from Ahtisaari, GAM finally stuck to the agenda he set
which was:
e Amnesty.
e GAM participation in political life.
e Integration of GAM members into the community so as to live normal lives and
to participate in the reconstruction of Aceh.
e Guarantee to repatriate GAM members that they would not be subsequently
arrested nor jailed.
. éessation of the civil emergency.
e Cessation of military activity.
e Involvement of a third party to monitor the implementation of the peace
agreements.
e Respect, in principal, for democracy and basic human rights.
e Time framework to implement all of the above.

The Indonesian position in this first round of talks was one of satisfaction
particularly with the fact that President Ahtisaari made it blatantly clear that there
would be no further discussion whatsoever about independence for Aceh. Ahtisaari
continually stressed to GAM that the Indonesian Government was serious and honestly
trying to come to peace referring to the presence of two Indonesian Ministers, one as
leader of the delegation, me, and the other, the Coordinating Minister as an adviser.

Further he added that the Indonesian Government had come to the peace table with
clear and firm offers, which were both rational and objective, such as: amnesty,
economic assistance and regional autonomy. On the other hand, GAM had gone around
in circles,
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arguing over past history which had only created bitterness and distrust of the
Indonesian Government. GAM has entered the talks fired up with anger seeing all
offers made by the Government as pettifogging and entirely stratagems.

Also, GAM assessed that the Indonesian Government only wanted to enter these
talks because the Government was forced to because of tsunami related factors.

To clarity the above, the following is a selection from the talks:

Friday, 28 January 2005

8.30 am.

Martti Ahtisaari

"Welcome everyone. Before we start, let us have a minute's silence for the many
many victims of the disastrous Aceh tsunami. Amen.

"Apart from experience and your bitter past history, you both have come here to
sit and discuss together in the same room. I have already spoken to you both separately,
that is the Government of Indonesia and GAM, this morning and yesterday. I
understand that both parties wish to sit together and talk. I am powerless to do anything
except cooperate with both of you. The agenda for these peace talks has been sent to
you both. I hope that we are able to stick to this agenda to take maximum advantage of
the limited time we have.

This building is the property of the Finnish Government. I intentionally chose this
venue to prevent any possible outside disturbance. We are sufficiently far from the city
and are thus pretty well isolated. My experience, in such talks, with little outside
interference, we will be able to conclude these talks quickly. Our meeting is totally
closed. off to the outside. I ask both of you to not to talk much to the press. As facilitator
I will talk to them when it is appropriate and with your respective permissions. I now
ask the heads of the delegations to make their opening remarks."
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Hamid Awaludin:

" Assalamalaikum?® Thank you President Ahtisaari for you accepting the role of
facilitator here. I also wish to express my thanks to the GAM delegation for their
preparedness to sit here with us. This is an unique opportunity which has not happened
in any of the past of our initiatives to seek peace in Aceh. This is the first opportunity
for both delegations to meet face-to-face to talk and to share our experiences.
Consequently, I am convinced we will now find our meeting point.

The world is shocked by the hammering of Aceh by the tsunami. Victims fell
everywhere. Corpses were spread out on every road and intersection. Tears can no
longer flow when describing this sadness. There are no words to describe this. The
corpses of children were scattered hither and thither. Who will be the future generation
to perpetuate and conserve Acehnese tradition, culture and history? Must this sadness
continue and must we still whip our Acehnese brother and sisters. Haven't we now with
pure hearts been called here together to do something? We have come here today with
noble aims, noble interests and with the humanity to end this war and start life anew in
Aceh. The tsunami disaster must become a sharp turning point for us and a start for us
all unified in commencing this noble task of making peace in Aceh.

I am Hamid Awaludin, leader of the Indonesian delegation. This is Pak Sofyan
Djalil, Pak Farid Hussein, Pak Usman Basya, and Pak Puja. Our delegation has been
given full authority from the President for thisggpble humanitarian task.

We have come here on a mission of peace to seek a solution to this problem which
is permanent, thorough, and dignified. Not a temporary solution and not a piece meal
solution. This humanitarian mission is an authentic one in its entirety. Our departure
from Indonesia for this mission should be properly viewed from this perspective.

Malik Mahmud

Thanks to God Almighty. I wish to express my sincere feelings of gratitude to
President Ahtisaari and CMI who have agreed to be our facilitator in our search for
peace in Aceh. We have all been extremely

»The Arabic greeting on meeting, meaning "Peace be with you" which is commonly used in Indonesia
today.
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affected by the tsunami. Because of this we must now quickly seek a solution, we must
now quickly heal our feelings of bitterness. For me personally, many of my family died
or were lost as a result of the tsunami. Properly, we should not focus on only our
families but on all of the Acehnese community. We warmly welcome the support and
spontaneous assistance given to Aceh by the international community. My delegation
consists of Dr Zaini Abdullah, Nur Djuli, Nurdin Abdurrachman and Bachtiar
Abdullah.

Sofyan Djalil

Peace be with you! This is an excellent moment to start our peace dialogue. If we
are not sincere in this, the Acehnese will start life again from ground zero. You have
all witnessed what happened to our village after the tsunami. It can be categorized as a
monstrous human tragedy. Probably there has never been an event like this in the
modern history of civilization. Aceh was almost destroyed! Aceh reeks of dead bodies
and corpses spread everywhere. Even until now we have not been able to assess how
many children have been orphaned. I wish to open my heart to you, members of GAM,
so that you may see Aceh in a humanitarian perspective. It is not now merely an
ideological or political perspective. If all of you can start from this point, thus we shall
be able to have many points of agreement leading to total agreement. Once again, I
urge you to adopt the overall perspective of humanitarianism. Do not see something
just from a point of group interest.

Nur Djuli

We very much appreciate your attendance here for these talks and proposal not to
mutually insult one another with hatred. We are here with the same intent to end our
problems. Let's stop this war! All of us here want to resolve this problem. We are ready
to hear your offers and your assistance.

Martti Ahtisaari
We are here to achieve a solution for peace and as said by Minister Awaludin, a

peace with nity. With this sort of spirit we will commence. As a result of these talks,
the people of Aceh will be able to return to a
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normal life. They need employment and as well as the basic necessities of life.

I want to say to you all that this dialogue will require flexibility. This means that
the non-involvement of other parties which will only internationalize our problems.
Possibly, the future if all goes well, we may need a regional entity to help us.

Malik Mahmud

When the tsunami struck, the first thing we asked for unilaterally and urged was a
ceasefire. We have stopped but you must do the same as well.

Hamid Awaludin

We are seeking a total resolution. Once again I repeat we wish to resolve this
peacefully and in a dignified manner. It is not just about a ceasefire but a total
permanent solution. Here, although far from Jakarta, we wish to stop the conflict not
just to stop armed contact.

Sofyan Djalil

I will come straight to the point. The Government will be offering a large budget
for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Aceh. If you, GAM, concur with us to
resolve this conflict, then together we can apply this budget to rebuild the destruction
of Aceh. The Acehnese community: will work with us hand in hand to achieve this.

Martti Ahtisaari
I have been listening and following your dialogue. No one has raised the agenda

item of special autonomy. As it is now time for coffee break. let us close this session.
We will reconvene at 11.00 a.m. and move on to discussion of regional autonomy.
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Second Session, 11.00 am.
Martti Ahtisaari

I am certain you all have more ideas after our break.
Nurdin Abdurrachman

We, all of us here, must develop a joint platform then develop a joint plan of action.
On this matter which we are addressing, the basis should be to allow the Acehnese to
increase their income so that they are not dependent upon foreign aid. I wish to quote
President SBY from a newspaper article, "This is the best moment for us to stop this
contlict, and then unite as brothers to resolve the problems of Aceh which was smashed
by the tsunami." It is fitting that we use this as a starting point. This is a hope, a basis
for us all to start this dialogue. This is now the best road to overcome this massive
emergency. We have already unilaterally declared a ceasefire, but your Commander
has said the opposite. How come?

Martti Ahtisaari

You are all here to discuss a larger agenda, not only humanitarian aid. I am yet to
hear the Indonesian viewpoint on special autonomy.

Hamid Awaludin

We have been ready to discuss special autonomy from the very start. Except, GAM
switched to the subject of ceasefire.

Sofyan Djalil
Yes, we want to discuss special autonomy. Not anything else.
Martti Ahtisaari
Also, itis very important we pay attention to the time frame involved in these talks.

Are there any particular points you wish to raise on the agenda item of special
autonomy?
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Malik Mahmud

The Aceh conflict has gone on for a long time - 29 years to be exact on this. This
contlict was borne out of numerous other problems. We are unable to discuss this in
short period. It would take at least three or four days. Our meeting here today is just a
preliminary step.

Martii Ahtisaari

Our framework is special autonomy. Our discussion time has already started. Not
one of you have touched upon the subject. I wish to put in front of you a list of matters
which you must discuss: special autonomy, how is reintegration to be implemented,
amnesty agenda, military actions along with guarantees regarding a monitoring system
and its mechanisms.

Sofyan Djalil

In the framework of special autonomy we offer prosperity, freedom; moreover we
can discuss control of police and military. Also, the matter of Islamic law we have
already mentioned in Law No 18 of 2001. With all this, no Acehnese will in the future
be left behind.
Puja

It is best if we put all of our proposals on this table. In fact, we have already given
Aceh special autonomy. The other matters we can discuss again.

Nur Djuli

This matter of special autonomy has been in front of us for the past 40 years. What
is new from the Indonesian Government?

Martti Ahtisaari

We have reached lunch time. We will reconvene this discussion at 14.00.
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Third Session, 14.00 hrs
Martti Ahtisaari

Now this is not the time for political speeches. We must address the nub of the
matter, that is, what is the form of special autonomy, what of amnesty and military law.
We also must discuss the matter of participation by the Acehnese in general elections,
participation of the community in every internal activity, ending the conflict, human
rights, democracy and making a profitable economy.

Hamid Awaludin

We must focus on two basic problems: Special autonomy and a permanent, total,
and dignified end to the conflict. From these we can develop another agenda, as you
suggested.

I would like to start with discussing amnes Apart from this being on our meeting
agenda, and is in fact a government offer, and especially so as this matter of amnesty
is one that I handle personally as Minister Justice and Human Rights. The first thing
we will do if and when we can find a point of agreement is to grant amnesty to all
activists and persons affiliated with GAM. In principle, we will erase all legal issues
along with the sentences they have received or unjustly serving. For those who are now
being held prior to sentencing, we will stop this dentention forthwith.

As a practical matter, we will release from prison all prisoners or those as
erroneously. In this context we will grant amnesty only to those who were sentenced
because of their association with the GAM political struggle. Not those who have been
sentenced for criminal offences unrelated to GAM activities. Amnesty is our main aim
and the first door to all of this. The Government will honour this undertaking. For us
this amnesty is the start to solving the total Aceh problem. Amnesty will provide both
the medicine and the healing of the wounds for both sides. Amnesty is not just simply
a technical problem of releasing criminals and detainees along with stopping the legal
process, but it is the first door to reconciliation and reintegration. Amnesty must
become the launching pad for reconciliation and reintegration. For with amnesty, this
bitter past history, we will together expunge the past bitter record.
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Sofyan Djalil
We will also offer economic incentives such as plantations.

Puja
I wish to remind this meeting that at the COHA talks we needed 5 months in which
to focus on but one agenda item.

Martti Ahtisaari

In discussing special autonomy, the matters [ mentioned earlier should be given
priority. I do not have all of this year 2005 to discuss all of this. If all of this is discussed
what then happens to our discussion program?

Malik Mahmud
I heard what you and the Indonesian Government said. Are we being offered
special autonomy by the Indonesian Government?

Martti Ahtisaari

That is not the context. This is only a framework within which to seek a solution.
Also I certainly did not ask you to sign anything at all. This is purely a point from
which to start talking.

Amnesty is a concrete offer and an excellent example. We can start from there.
Minister Awaludin explicitly and in detail set out the provisions of this amnesty. This
is a wise step and a breakthrough from the Indonesian Government. 1 really salute
Minister Awaludin who is representing the Indonesian Government.

Malik Mahmud
We just want to say - let the people determine their fate and future. We can but
only ask the people. That is democracy.

Martti Ahtisaari

If you continue not to wish to forget the idea and discussion of independence, it is
probably best you leave this place and this meeting right now! I can only interpret from
the facts from the field. There is no reason
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whatsoever to revisit discussion about independence. Basically, there will be no
discussion about independence. I only wish to discuss with you all within the
framework of special autonomy. If you wish to discuss this, well and good. Then there
is nothing further I have to discuss with you.

Nur Djuli
We are but ordinary persons from the people of Aceh. Why don't we ask the people
to determine their future themselves?

Martti Ahtisaari

If you have nothing to discuss like this Government offer in front of you, once
again it is best you leave this room. There is no reason to debate all of this with you. If
you are unhappy with the agenda which I proposed, which is your right, I would be
delighted if you left this room right now and never return. You are just wasting my
time. But remember, you will never receive any international support. I have stressed
and clarified before that our discussion item here is on the matter of special autonomy.
That is our framework. Remember, before you leave this room, I wish to say that your
dreams for independence will never be realized; at least while I am still alive. I will
apply all my influence so that you will never ever receive any international support
whatsoever. OK, please leave the room. Mary, would you please open the door for
these gentlemen. As there is not one amongst you that wants to leave the room, it means
that you wish to discuss this matter on my terms. We shall now start the discussions
again.

Nur Djuli

We have already invited and ordered the people of Aceh to fight for independence.
How is it now possible that you ask us to discuss this in the context of special
autonomy?

Martti Ahtisaari
Patience and look at the facts. What is it that does not make sense. 1 sent you a

letter many many days ago that our agenda would be special autonomy not
independence.
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Juha Christensen
How is it possible that you can make a decision without arational assessment based
on the facts at hand?

Martti Ahtisaari

It appears that you have rejected this offer. 1 only want to remind you that the
agenda I sent all of you before you came here was about special autonomy nothing else.
Remember that it was written as integral part of my invitation to you. Do not drag in
other matters. I believe that by your presence here it means that you have implicitly
agreed to the invitation and to the agenda which I proposed to you at the start.

Zaini Abdullah
But this is only an informal meeting. It is not necessary to be too rigid like this, is
it?

Martti Ahtisaari

Are you truthfully ready to open discussions with the Indonesian Government?
Minister Awaludin opened with a concrete offer starting with amnesty. The Indonesian
Government has come a long way on this. Minister Awaludin was very explicit and not
feigning with this offer. What is clear is that independence will not ever be an agenda
item nor will it ever be so. You will get little satisfaction as long as you live. This is
clear?

Malik Mahmud

We understand this offer. Are there still other offers to be given to GAM? We feel
we have been placed in a difficult position. The problem being that we have been asked
to agree and accept something of which we don't yet understand the full form of the
proposal.

Nur Djuli

Before in Tokyo, acceptance of Law No 18 of 2001 became the starting point of
contention in these discussions. It also involved autonomy. But it did not work. Because
of this, there is no point thinking about us.
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Hamid Awaludin

Statements like that are very easily made. Try to see the facts in the field, including
the people you claim as supporters and to be your people. They are suffering there. Try
and open your eyes and ears as wide as possible to understand that the facts of life there
are very bitter and hard for both sides in Aceh. There is no pleasant life there in Aceh.
If today's statements are only deceptive, how can we want to talk about a better future?

Martti Ahtisaari

It is clear that the Indonesian Government will never entertain or discuss the
matter of independence. And I understand that and support that point of view.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

We really have not rejected Law No 18 of 2001. But the military presence in
Aceh is still defended by the government and the army continue to arrest people. How
come?

Hamid Awaludin

All of what you have stated is purely a result, not the root cause. Because of this,
what we want to resolve is the problem of the root cause not the result. If you wish
that they (the military) were no longer there, then we shall discuss it from the
perspective of special autonomy. I will guarantee you that your worries about the
military will vanish. They are there because they are executing their responsibilities,
ensuring security and providing the people with a guarantee that they will not be
disturbed. This is a universal standard for the military.

Martti Ahtisaari

It is not necessary for us to waste time discussing things ten times. [ don't see
many options to start this dialogue of ours. If you don't want to start with Minister
Awaludin's concrete offer of amnesty, then amnesty won't be offered again. This
means we will all cry and regret this in the future.
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Nurdin Abdurrachman

Autonomy is in fact on the table. But the military presence wrecks all of it.
Helicopters fly in and drop food but the people cannot eat it because the military are
always there and prevent the people from receiving food. This happens often. How can
you explain this?

Hamid Awaludin

I do not know for certain where you got this? It sounds like some fiction novel.
What happened is exactly the opposite. Members of the military are very active
assisting the people to lighten their suffering. Most of their equipment is being used in
Aceh to help after the tsunami. How is it possible the opposite could happen? Further,
this story is not logical. As you know, several hours after the tsunami struck, as minister
responsible for immigration, I opened Aceh for aid workers from wherever to enter
Aceh without the usual visa requirements. That meant, in Aceh, there were many
foreigners. Outsiders for themselves observed the military in action in the field. Yes, it
is not possible that the military played up as you just described.

Martti Ahtisaari

It is like this, the Government really wants seriously to resolve this problem. Look
at their delegation. There are two ministers here in the meeting. One of their other
advisors is a senior minister is also here in town. This has never happened before in
past attempts.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

That is no problem but our experience was that the Government betrayed We have
no faith in them.

Martti Ahtisaari
Hey, look here. You are just wasting my time here.
Puja

Try to see it this way. We have two ministers as discussants at this table. We also
have a Coordinating Minister in attendance in town. We
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are here not to hear accusations but for brotherhood with the best of intentions.
Everyone knows why the COHA agreement did not go ahead. With our new
Government, there is a new commitment to resolve this problem.

Martti Ahtisaari

Let's break for coffee and tea. We will reconvene here in this room at 17.00 p.m.

Fourth Session

17.00 hrs

Martti Ahtisaari

I will let you two delegations discuss directly, independently of me. I will be a way
from the meeting table. Please say what you want to one another without me. And do
not raise all your bitter history, I need say no more. Your old wounds can be healed by
means of resolving this conflict. Don't open old wounds. Try to discuss something that
is realistic and that can be achieved.

Juha Christensen

I think the physical distance between the Indonesian delegation and GAM is too wide.
Let us bring the tables closer to create a sort of family atmosphere.

Hamid Awaludin

That is so. All of our differences we must put first to one side. Our agreement post-
tsunami is that the people of Aceh whether GAM or not are suffering badly. Imagine
orphans endlessly weeping. They are many under 8. Their cute bodies are drawn toward
us here asking for our help. Try and feel touched by these cute innocent kids. While we
remain normal human beings we will certainly help. See, concrete and constructive
negotiations will help these cute kids. This is away to stop the tears that I
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just mentioned. Please remember yesterday when Minister Sofyan sobbed trying to
explain what had happened in Aceh post-tsunami. He was the first government official
to land in Aceh, the same day after the tsunami struck on that fateful morning, Pak
Sofyan was unable to describe it. He wept, not because he is an actor, but his emotions
prevented him from describing the horrors of that destruction.

Sofyan Djalil

We departed from Jakarta with high hopes to resolve this matter. The basic
problem is finished. The army will be pulled out. Villagers in Aceh pray for all of us.
We have already held three general elections of international standard. Not a soul was
killed. I followed SBY from the beginning. [ know this is his program to resolve the
Aceh problem with dignity. What happens if international aid does not happen? Aceh
will submerge. The guarantee of aid is for all of us if our talks are successful it means
we have peace. What would happen if an aid worker is murdered or kidnapped like in
East Timor? They would all leave. Reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts would jam
up and end then and there. There would be no contractors willing to enter Aceh.

Nur Djuli

We are all grateful of your presence here. All of you. I am sure that we both face
the same desires and the same difficulties. We have a similar point of view. Come let
us not push one against one another. Once again, do not think of us as GAM. What you
need to consider that your Parliament has not approved of this dialogue. We too have
people who need to be convinced. For certain we cannot resolve this with only 1, 2 or
3 days.

Sofyan Djalil

In a substantive sense, special autonomy is like a united federal state system. We
understand the Acehnese. We have always stuck to the principle: "Instead of being
crooked, it is better being dead." We have never said GAM surrendered. What is
essential is that this conflict ends.
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Let us return to the Truce of Ubudiyah®. The term is not important but the substance
is. We will pay attention to those members of GAM who have no skills. We will not
trouble you with that because you have lived for a long time overseas in a developed
country. In the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Aceh we will turnover some 50
trillion rupiah?. A fantastic amount with which to open new employment
opportunities. If this does not happen do not blame the Government. For certain we can
convince both our Parliament and our military.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

All of the elections you mentioned were very undemocratic. How is it possible you
talk of regulation? Regulations do not represent the people. The people can't go
anywhere.

Hamid Awaludin

I will be very angry if you consider our election not to be fair. The one with the
most authority to speak on elections is me. I am the former head of the General Election
Committee which organised those elections. If you consider our general election to be
undemocratic, then you slander the international community who were present as
election observers, including Jimmy Carter, the former President of USA. Thousands
of foreign observers from independent institutions oversaw our elections.
Straightaway, they expressed their appreciation that our election was very democratic,
fair, open and honest. Remember we have very accurate electoral rolls reflecting both
population and voters who would exercise their vote. So don't you try to assess our
election in any negative terms? This election gave birth to the current and a most
legitimate government which has an extraordinary commitment, and clearly so, to
resolve the

2" The Truce of Ubudiyah is the great watershed in the ascendancy of Prophet Muhammad in the Hejaz.
After the decisive battle of Badr in 624 when the Qurasyhi, the tribal inhabitants of Mecca were
soundly defeated, the Prophet attempted to enter Mecca to make a pilgrim age around the Ka'aba and
was obstructed by the Qurasyhi. At Ubudiyah, outside of Mecca a ten year truce in host was entered
into between the Prophet and his Followers with the Qurasyhi. Shortly thereafter, the Prophet was
admitted to Mecca to perform his pilgrimage and accepting changed realities the Qurasyhi gradually
entered Islam.

27US$ 5.5 billion.
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Aceh problem permanently, comprehensively and with dignity. This is the modality of
the present Government.

Nur Djuli

I do not want to know anymore from what point we start. All of your offers are the
promises of heaven. What happens if with these promises of aid and economic
reconstruction for us, and if the Government goes bankrupt? No money to pay monthly
salaries of civil servants and are you going to go begging to the IMF?

Hamid Awaludin

Ah, it is hard to talk with a person like you who lives in a fantasy world. The
outlook of persons who live in such a fantasy is to wander around either deluded or
thinking evil.

Nurdin Abdurrahman
You only want to talk to us because you are forced to do so by the tsunami.
Hamid Awaludin

Your mistake here is pretty fundamental. Forced in this context means it has just
now become an issue. Personally I have been involved since mid 2002. There was a
time when Dr Farid and I travelled to Holland several times to Holland seeking a
breakthrough and to open up with GAM and make a roadway to peace. As well we
went to Malaysia, Singapore, and Batam with Dr Farid and others. You probably are
unaware that I held lengthy talks with Mustata Said, Yusron from Denmark, and Harun
from Malaysia. In fact, I just learnt of your name.

Zaini Abdullah

My point here is directed to Pak Sofyan. In your opinion why did the Acehnese
weep when COHA was signed?
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Sofyan Djalil
Because of incorrect and faulted explanations.
Zaini Abdullah

Why was Tokyo all of a sudden chopped? Now we have new offers. The Acehnese
want freedom. Aceh is a nation which formed in 1600.

Hamid Awaludin

It is already dark. We will continue tomorrow. May we all rest comfortably tonight.
Perhaps Tengku Malik wants to go off to a karaoke bar tonight with Dr Farid?

Second Day, 29 January 2005

First Session, 10.00 a.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

What are we really seeking here and what is our aim? What is wanted is a total
solution. We must agree to this framework if we wish to continue. I would like you
both to talk directly to one another: The Government of Indonesia and GAM. 1 will
leave you and if needed I will be in my room on the second floor. Please commence
your dialogue between yourselves. Happy discussions!

Hamid Awaludin

I think this morning will be the morning in the future noted by history. Why? This
is the first time both parties who have been quarrelling for three decades, sit at the same
table, meet to discuss matters directly. without a mediator. I invite our GAM friends to
understand what President Ahtisaari meant by freeing us to talk openly, just between
the two of us. Let all our psychological hang-ups disappear. Let our faith guide our
discussions.
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Nur Djuli

I do not agree that we should discuss things in Bahasa Indonesia. Let us stick with
English.

Hamid Awaludin

We are all proficient with Bahasa. Furthermore, the problems we are addressing
are Indonesian problems. It feels far better to use our own language. Let us all feel as
though we are in Aceh enjoying Acehnese food. In Bahasa we can explain freely
without having to consider semantics.

Nur Djuli

We are good at English. And we started the talks in English, so why do we have
to change?

Hamid Awaludin

That is true. Except we used English because President Ahtisaari as facilitator does
not speak Indonesian. Now he has invited us to meet directly with out his presence. So
there is no reason to use English any more. In Bahasa we can be poetic and make
pantuns® and so on. That would be nicer and we will aim to do that later. Supposing
Dr Farid, Pak Puja, Pak Usman Basya and I all could speak Acehnese, I would suggest
we speak in Acehnese.

Nur Djuli
There is no point in searching for excuses. We stick to what we did yesterday.
Sofyan Djalil

Yes, what is the problem if we use our own languages?

28A pantun is an Indonesian and Malay verse form consisting of a quatrain often composed in
stantaneously and recited at and often requires a pantun response.
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Nur Djuli
Then what's the problem using English?
Hamid Awaludin

Rather than fight which is wasting time it might be best if we find a middle of the
road solution: Not Bahasa and also not English, so why don't we use Bahasa Melayu?*’

Sofyan Djalil
That's good!
Malik Mahmud

May this morning be the meeting point of agreement of the problems we face
together? Brothers, we all individually know we have a very urgent agenda to be met
and we must also make preparations for the next meeting.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

Today, we must make a resolution. We must take the first step in implementing
humanitarian aid to Aceh. It is essential, apart from substantive matters, we discuss
future implementation.

Sofyan Djalil

What is important is that our discussion framework is the Aceh Law as the way of
entry into our early discussions. Stopping the conflict is not in the framework of the
ceasefire. We stop the conflict totally. That is the framework.

»Bahasa Melayu is Malay widely spoken in the coastal areas of Indonesia and of course, is the
national language of Malaysia and Singapore. It is almost identical to Bahasa Indonesia..
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Nur Djuli

Our framework is to stop the conflict within the framework of the Aceh legislation.
Is that the substance of the legislation? Is that what we really want to discuss?

Sofyan Djalil

We have already reached low tide. We can't just pull the army out of Aceh like
that. We will seek a solution while Aceh stays put as usual.

Nurdin Abdurrahman
We have to end the conflict first then talk. That is our condition.
Sofyan Djalil

You can say whatever you like on anything because you are free to read whatever
you want to without feeling persecuted. You stay overseas in a high income
community. You live well. Try to see and experience yourself the bitterness of life in
Aceh today. Never could you imagine living on the steeps slopes of those cold
mountains, or the heat or probably the hunger? That is the way your boys live. Not like
the average person. Try and visualize this.

Nurdin Abdurrahman

You have never experienced having your fingernails pulled out by your army.
Look at my fingernails. I was imprisoned and assaulted there.

Hamid Awaludin

I wish to remind you that any ceasefire means stagnation. We have tried that in the
past and it resulted in nothing. Let us learn something from the past.
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Zaini Abdullah

Developing trust is very important. Look what happened in the past as being
extremely relevant for future action. Past experience is the best teacher. We wish to
study beforehand what has been offered by the Government.

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, please study our written proposal. Please also understand the prevailing
conditions in Aceh at the moment.

Sofyan Djalil

You study it while perhaps at the same time you should organise a seminar on the
Aceh law.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

In the field, without stopping armed contact now, the fighting and military
operations will continue. Everything we have discussed so far now will have no
meaning whatsoever.

Bachtiar Abdullah

The reality in Aceh post-tsunami is a reality which does not affect GAM at all
because we are always cornered. Because of that we must fix the field conditions before
we continue our discussions.

Puja

I only wish to make a small contribution to this discussion. It is linked to the Aceh
Law. In fact this was discussed in Tokyo and has been in effect since 2001. My
observation is that the confused perception is here. It is best that we do not open up old
wounds because I have plenty of reasons why the Tokyo talks failed.
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Zaini Abdullah

How can we accept this offer from such a young person whom we do not even
know and have not seen before?

Nurdin Abdurrachman

On the matter of the Aceh Law, we can discuss that anytime. Is it correct that this
law reflects the needs and aspirations of the Acehnese people?

Hamid Awaludin

I am the person who will speak on any matter required. We are not meeting here
just because you go around over and over again over the past and on the ceasefire. We
are getting nowhere. Not slightest advance at all. You all give no room to move in any
other direction. Once again, | repeat, we do not want a stop to the armed conflict
because it is both temporary and partial. We want something that is both total and
permanent. We asked for a program, the one we offered but you refuse to discuss it.
What do we do? Let us try to think not in the box of self-importance but in the box of
what Aceh needs right across the board. The people of Aceh wish to live untroubled
without any disturbance whatsoever. The people of Aceh want to rebuild this
destruction. The women of Aceh no longer want to be widows caused by violence. The
children of Aceh do not want to be orphaned. The people of Aceh want to go to the
prayer house in peace or disturbance whenever they wish. The people of Aceh want
schools so as to support a brighter future. The people of Aceh want to be able to chat
in their coffee shops. Think about all of this!

Malik Mahmud

I think this new Indonesian Government is a very progressive one. The Acehnese
and the Bugis have similar roots of origin.

The Acehnese, like the Bugis, want to live in their own homes a pretty home
managed by the owner himself. We will get there Pak Hamid. Because of this, we must
forget all past obstacles. It is improbable that our dreams will come true all at once. In
a way the tsunami brought a blessing in that world attention is now focussed on Aceh.
We understand all of these facts. COHA is like ouldy old book.




Round One - Hearfelt Feelings 97

Hamid Awaludin

Let's take a break for tea and coffee. We will reconvene at 12.00 sharp.

Continuing Discussion

12.00 a.m.

Hamid Awaludin

Thank you. We have returned to the peace table. During the break, Tengku Malik,
and Dr Zaini Abdullah and I went for a walk outside in the midst of this biting cold.
There we reflected that we were all cool headed and relaxed about continuing the talks
here. We have left just one hour to continue this discussion.

Sofyan Djalil

The Government is not just about efforts to overcome obstacles but has made you
a significant offer. Except our discussions so far have only gone around in circles. So
far we have not touched on the nub of the problem. Substantive discussions between
us will overcome any obstacles. This is our logic. You invariably talk of the past. That
has happened and that is now history.

How can we come to agreement on this? Everyone's hopes are concentrated on us
in this room. Come, let us find a way out, not by reliving the past. Our Government
position is firm: The Aceh Law is the framework reference for action. Prosperity,
justice, self-worth - all of which we will achieve if we address the future seriously. To
do this, the Government will remain firm in its position: Solve the Aceh problem
permanently and totally, once and for all.

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, Pak Sofyan, that is so true. The problems of justice, respect, good tune,
prosperity are our ideal aim. All of this will only be illusory should we continue to go
around in circles over past history. Every nation
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and every citizen has a past period of bitterness. Does this bitter experience make us
daydream, continuing to be miserable? We would be extremely egotistical if we agreed
to this. We have to think of the fate of our children and grandchildren here, who need
education, and who need to live in calm and peace. Let us be courageous and make
something great so that in time to come we are never damned by our children and
grandchildren. This is the time we must take the initiative to dip our pen in the ink of
history to write that Aceh can return to peace. Not an Aceh that is always in tumult.
Not an Aceh that trembles in fear.

Zaini Abdullah

All of us tried even if we did not achieve agreement. In these two days we have
endeavoured to reach agreement but here we have faced some obstacles. On our next
meeting probably we will be able to do so. Rather than quarrel with one another, it best
we conclude this round of talks. We are forbidden on religious grounds, including
Islam, to quarrel and force one another. What can we do? Today we still have obstacles
which prevent us from continuing these talks. We understand the Government's
position but please could the Government try to understand our position. Here we have
no one who forces and no one who pressures us.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

We will keep an open door. There are possibilities that our dialogue will remain
open. But beforehand we must stop armed contact in the field. That is a condition.

Hamid Awaludin

Although GAM may have a pessimistic view of these talks of ours so far, [ am of
the firm opinion that they have been of benefit. least there are several points I would
like to put forward. First, we sit at the peace table neatly dressed, with ties and jackets
while our boys are in the field cold and hungry and threatened in the battlefield. Second,
it is clear now that GAM just wants to play out the talks. Third, the good intentions of
the Indonesian Government are quite clear in sending three ministers here to Helsinki,
Fourth, we came with a firm and concrete offer. Fifth, we have
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shown we can meet directly. This is a new breakthrough in as long as the conflict has
been going on. At least we got to know one another. I now know Tengku Malik and Dr
Zaini Abdullah and the others. For example I now know that Tengku Malik loves Bugis
schooners and he had asked me to take him to the land of the Bugis to see the
construction of one when we have peace. And 1 will honour that promise to him.

Sofyan Djalil

The world will accuse us all. Our concessions you have so far refused. May God
bless us all. There are no personal differences here. We only have differing visions. If
this continues, there is no point in arranging the next meeting. Brothers you may have
burnt your bridges. For certain, the news in Jakarta will be GAM rejects offer of peace.

Juha Christensen

President Ahtisaari has scheduled the next meeting on 14 February 2005. This will
not be implemented if either party disagrees.

Sofyan Djalil

The Government came here because we were convinced the Aceh Law would be
accepted by GAM as sound basis for our discussions. If the next meeting does create a
wider and more open road, then there is little point in us returning here.

Hamid Awaludin

Come let's have lunch. I have seen that lunch looks pretty tempting. We will savour
some deer. Perhaps in the future we will be able to run like a deer in solving Aceh's
problems. I presume Tengku Malik has no objections to our lunch break?
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Final Meeting

14.15 p.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

I am given to understand you each have your respective positions but not yet have
found any point of agreement. I have just spoken with Minister Awaludin. I gather that
the Government is serious about an Aceh solution.

Hamid Awaludin

In fact, GAM started with the attitude that we were differing with them. That does
not matter. There are no meeting points without initial differences.

Malik Mahmud

We had high hopes yesterday, but this morning suddenly we felt there were
differences between us. In truth, both parties have the same aim. Except we have
chosen a different way to arrive at the same end point - peace. This is our position now.

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, Tengku Malik who is always wise and learned. What is important for us is
that our aim remains the same. The roads may be different, but only temporarily.
Except there will ultimately be a main road agreed to and jointly used. Let us get this
underway smartly in the following days Like that Tengku Malik?

Martti Ahtisaari

Have you both already discussed my good offer for the next round of talks?
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Malik Mahmud
Yes.
Hamid Awaludin

We do not need to discuss this further as this is our ultimate aim. We came here to
bring good news wishing to create peace. Thus all our initiatives to this end, we have
exceeded. Thanks to God! We wish to repeat our position. The following task must be
a discussion on special autonomy, a total and permanent end to the conflict, along with
offers and concrete action and with all technical matters to be resolved in this conflict
in a dignified manner.

On behalf of the Indonesian delegation I wish to express my thanks to the GAM
delegation for their willingness to clear a smooth roadway to peace in Aceh. Thank you
President Ahtisaari and your staff too for their sincerity as facilitator. May we all return
to our respective homes safely. While we are in the aircraft flying over Aceh we will
look below and imagine our people who need peace from us above. This peace depends
totally on us above in the aircraft.

Martti Ahtisaari

Both of you have advanced a bit. You now both already want to meet directly. I
am prepared and determined to be facilitator in your next round which should happen
as soon as possible. I have to postpone a number of my own appointments next month
to accommodate your Aceh problem. I wish to repeat and stress, that our next
discussions must include: First, discussions on special autonomy for Aceh. Second,
amnesty and associated procedures. Third, security arrangements. Fourth, a future
security monitoring system. I offer for you to consider the good services of the EU
cooperating with ASEAN countries to shoulder some of this security burden. Fifth,
there must be discussions on the staging of this achievement along with a timetable. I
will expend all my ability to achieve these five points, I will brief the press that both
parties are serious in their wishes to resolve the Aceh problem permanently, totally and
is a dignified manner.

Goodbye and we will meet again for the next round of our dialogue.
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ROUND TWO - MUTUAL OFFERS

The second round of talks started to touch on substantive issues while the
differences of attitudes and positions between the Government and GAM remained
prominent. In this second round, earlier on GAM appeared to have changed their
attitude and started to listen actively to the Government offers.

The proposed agenda for this round was: Special autonomy (government) versus
government by GAM themselves. Both sides defended their respective positions. The
Government spokesman Sofyan Djalil explained at great lengths the meaning of special
autonomy; even going to the length of detailing financial income statistics which would
occur under the concept of special autonomy.

From the very outset the real purpose of this second round of discussions was
special autonomy, amnesty and other efforts to facilitate agreement, security
arrangements, monitoring of the commitment and a time frame. The Indonesian
Government delegation was more than ready to discuss those issues and was well
prepared. Except the GAM delegation was implacable, only wanting to discuss one
single agenda item that of self government.

The origins of GAM's insistence on only self-government was readily identifiable.
This idea and demand came from Damien Kingsbury, the GAM advisor, an Australian
national and academic. Their stand could be linked to an item run by Associated Press
on 21 February 2005 where among other things it stated that GAM demanded
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the withdrawal of 50,000 TNI troops from Aceh and self government. TNI was
certainly a part of the problem not a separable part of the overall solution.

It seemed in this round we were both stagnating. Ahtisaari asked me to meet with
him privately. After this meeting, Ahtisaari asked Malik Mahmud to join the meeting
where Ahtisaari tried to convince Malik Mahmud that the concept of self government
was extremely difficult for the Government for it was contrary to our Constitution. To
find a way around this, Ahtisaari proposed to both of us a neutral semantic option of
self-government within the unitary state of Indonesia. This terminology suggested by
Ahtisaari attenuated GAM's aggressiveness demanding the use of the term self-
government.

Ahtisaari's intervention at this point was really timely and sig nificant. There was
no difference at all in meaning with the term special autonomy. This was Ahtisaari's
skill in formulating alternative wording bridgin this gaping difference. He was able to
find a middle of the road solution to the differences which were uncomplicated and
basically simple.

After the first day when the problem of terminology was settled GAM's aggressive
approach returned. Malik Mahmud took the thread of history back to the fifteen
century, the period of a successful kingdom. "Aceh has been known since the fifteenth
century. We have struggled to resist colonialists. Historically Aceh has never permitted
outside intervention,” said Malik. Nurdin Abdurrahman even tried to steer the
discussion way from special autonomy. He loudly proposed a zone of peace in Aceh
supervised by an independent third party. This was supported by Bachtiar Abdullah
who said, "The context of our discussion is really a discussion on security
arrangements.

Seeing the signs that GAM in our talks was now trying to side-line our offer, I
decided to become firmer. "We have really gone backwards in these talks. The GAM
side wants to go around in endless circles. Pak Malik once again drew us into the past
again. No solution was offered. Again this is not the time to discuss the past. "This is
not the time to discuss something that is unrealistic in our opening a road to peace. Let's
discuss matters in a format that is both constructive and seeking solutions. Don't use
countering rhetoric. It has no effect whatsoever," | said.
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My position was endorsed by Sofyan Djalil who intervened by saying, "We are
getting nowhere here. We had expected that special autonomy would be the foundation
of our discussions here. It appears that GAM really does not want to move forward.
This is disturbing us greatly."

Fortunately, our firm position was supported by Ahtisaari. He said, "Once again,
there is no urgency if we are discussing things which are outside the context of special
autonomy. If this continues, it is best that I close the talks and say goodbye. Here again
I have to stress that I am unable to accept the reason for you rejecting the framework
and offer of special autonomy. It is unnecessary for you all to come here to mourn the
past. We must go forward. For all of this, it is imperative that we discuss the
consequences of the offer of special autonomy for Aceh."

Ahtisaari's firm stance as our meeting mediator was also reflected by his fierce
body language. "So far we have heard no substantive counter offer or thoughts from
GAM on special autonomy. My impression is that GAM have not even looked at the
Indonesian Government's offer. We are just wasting time here. [ do not need your
rhetoric," he stated.

Seeing Ahtisaari about to explode the GAM spokesman Nur Djuli attempted to
ingratiate himself, saying "Both sides in fact are ready to discuss this. It is only a
difference of point of view on terminology, that is referendum and special autonomy,"
said Nur Djuli.

Now the GAM spokesman's statement really made Ahtisaari explode, "l really beg
to differ with you. We cannot make fools of ourselves like this. Your concept and desire
for a referendum are impossible. It is outside the purview of common sense. This
concept is just not in our vehicle. Each vehicle has only special autonomy. Only that is
onoffer............... Once again, do not always bring up mourning for the past. Search for
a practical solution. I appreciate you all have difficulties," added Ahtisaari breathing
deeply recoveringfrom his anger.

GAM's attitude of going around and around in circles over past history was aimed
to prevent substantive discussions as in our outlined agenda program was a tactic to
weigh down their negotiating position
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with our Government. Their assumption being that by this tactic our Government
would make further concessions to GAM while the context remained special
autonomy. From the very beginning, GAM already knew that these peace talks would
never broach the subject of independence and a referendum. However, the Helsinki
peace talks contjggned with spirit and motivation over special autonomy. Certainly, the
suggestion that Law No 18 of 2001 regarding Special Autonomy for Aceh needed
improvement was correct. This was the ultimate aim of our talks.

Another matter needed to be addressed was that GAM had only studied Law No
18. More importantly, GAM had never looked at Law Regarding Regional Government
which today amongst other things regulated the authority of regional governments in
Indonesia. This placed the Government delegation in an excellent negotiating position.

Sofyan Djalil and I comfortably replied and confirmed GAM demands because all
of it was set out in this piece of legislation. Except this weapon of ours we were not
going to deploy just now. We were going to save it for later ammunition. In a meeting
chaired by the VP prior to our departure for this second round of talks the whole session
was devoted to an active discussion in great detail about regional autonomy which was
involving a number of government agencies. So, Sofyan Djalil and I were well briefed
and truly ready.

After Ahtisaari showed his firm resolve and the Government too, GAM started to
speak about a timetable that is for special autonomy. Linked to this was that GAM did
not directly bring up special autonomy but cleverly commenced with the issue of
political parties, local elections and revenue sharing. Particularly, on this last point, of
revenue sharing, GAM roared on."The Acehnese must be seen to making the offer not
just accepting it," said the GAM spokesman Nurdin Abdurrahman. He went on to say
that the Government's economic compensation package was "Only an attempt to bribe
GAM.”

Inevitably, GAM raised the issue of human rights in Aceh. Here Nurdin proposed
that the human rights issues should be brought before an international court. As per
usual he only spoke of his personal case
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of assault as the only basis for any discussion. Because of this Nurdin pressed for all
TNI and police personnel who had committed human rights violations to be brought
before an independent international body.

Sofyan adroitly reacted to this by saying, "Not only TNI and police personnel but
GAM as well. Those who committed humanrights violations were not just TNI and the
police, but GAM also. Later I joined in, "How come then police, army and civilians
were sadistically slaughtered. How were schools burnt down and destroying the future
of Acehnese children? It is very unlikely that the Government would burn down
schools as they are government property. Burning down schools is like slaughtering
the future of our children. This too is a pretty basic violation of human rights."

Seeing the debate between GAM and the Government had heated up over human
rights, Ahtisaari lead in, "One of the many difficulties of life which we have
experienced is dealing with the past. Be careful on this point. With all my respect to
the present Government, much has been achieved by them in this area. Minister
Awaludin absolutely did not claim that Indonesia is totally free of human rights
violations. My country is much the same. Except, do not allow this to prolong the
sadness of the past. I do not mean to say we sweep it under the carpet. This is what we
mean by good intentions. For sure there will always be things that cause regret and
dissatisfaction. We need courage to face this but move on. In brief, human rights
problems are a problem for the future."

The reason behind Ahtisaari's forthrightness was any discussion about human
rights was a matter for the future, not the past. Even GAM did not want anymore to be
involved in past human rights issues. What then did GAM want over previous human
rights violations? Both parties, including Ahtisaari agreed to resolve this through
reconciliation. Innumerable times, Ahtisaari requested GAM to think clearly and
realistically. For Ahtisaari, human rights issues were history and could only open a
Pandora's Box which in turn would not achieve peace but just the exact opposite.
Because of this, he always looked at the context in the future.
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Along with this, Ahtisaari asked me if [ would give the meeting an overview of
the development of human rights in Indonesia. Here, I explained that in Indonesia, we
were well advanced because almost all international legal treaties on human rights had
been ratified. Indonesia itself had the two main pillars supporting human rights. They
were the Law regarding Human Rights and the Law regarding Human Rights Courts.
Our independent National Committee for Human Rights had existed for a long time
and functioned well. In the area of press freedom, I said, probably Indonesia was one
of the few countries in the world which had opened a wide corridor in this area. The
formation of political parties was reasonably straightforward. Thus, Indonesia had
changed a lot and fundamentally. GAM should see these changes as spectacular.

Following my explanation, Ahtisaari strongly supported me by praising the efforts
of the Indonesian Government, adding, "The Indonesian Government has shown signs
as a serious government tackling corruption, and is far more democratic today. I have
followed these developments in detail along with the positive opinions of other EU
countries."

Apart from human rights, GAM started to focus on granting amnesty, economic
compensation and Islamic canon law (Qanun). With amnesty GAM warmly welcomed
the Government offer. Except GAM wanted the release of all GAM detainees from
prisons and detention centres prior to the peace talks. On the other hand, the
Government position was that amnesty would be granted only after a total peace
agreement was signed sealed and delivered. So, although amnesty was one of the points
for the peace agreement but we were at loggerheads. Consequently, discussions became
stuck again. Ahtisaari invited me and Malik Mahmud to meet him in private. Open
proceedings were suspended temporarily.

Ahtisaari, Malik and I sought to find a way out of this dead end. I said that GAM
should not worry about the Government honouring its commitment to granting
amnesty. The Government had a good record of many grants amnesty from past to the
present. Every one of them had been fulfilled. Further, the process to grant amnesty
fell directly under me as Minister of Justice and Human Rights. I will settle all of this
within 30 days after we sign the agreement," [ promised them.
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Ahtisaari continued, "I strongly believe you Minister Awaludin. Could 1 speak to
your Vice President on this? Immediately, [ rang on my cell phone and the two of them
spoke for 7 minutes. After which Ahtisaari gave a thumbs up to Malik Mahmud, saying,
"I have been given a guarantee from the Vice President that the grant amnesty will be
the first thing the Government will do after an agreement is signed. He has also given
Minister Awaludin full authority to arrange it. So we need no longer to worry about
that problem. It is best you three talk about this while strolling around the lake at the
back."

Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah and I took our stroll in the half cold. Malik could
accept that amnesty would be granted afterwards. He continued to urge for that some
of their men who were part of the way through their prison sentences could be released
to join our next round of talks. They were Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe, Tengku
Kamaruzzaman and Amni bin Ahmad Marjuki.

I said to the head of the Aceh delegation that I would apply my best efforts to do
so. Except, I had to add that this had never happened before where a person serving a
prison sentence was released and allowed to go overseas for talks? "Will this cause a
wave of protests which will upset our talks," I asked. Further, I would have to contact
the Supreme Court on this matter. Everything that was possible [ would carefully study.

When [ later arrived in Jakarta I said I would certainly visit these men in
Sukamiskin Prison, Bandung. Hearing this Malik hugged me saying he fully believed
in me. Zaini Abdullah underscored this saying they entrusted all of this to me, adding
what was important is that I meet with them and tell them that we are halfway through
our struggle for all of them. "For sure, Tengku, I will do all of that," I responded. On
hearing the conviction in my voice, both Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah smiled
widely and invited me back to the peace table.

The Government lobby worked. When our discussions recom menced Malik
Mahmud said he had no further reservations about our amnesty proposals. He went on
to stress, "All matters, fellow discussants, will be handled by Pak Hamid." Except Nur
Djuli and Nurdin Abdurrachman were actively stirring up further problems
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over other aspects over human rights. [ reacted to this by saying, "All of this will be
responded to in a dignified manner through the mechanics of our amnesty. This will be
the golden bridge which we will use to bury all of this. What was certain was that all
prisoners who fulfil specific criteria will be returned to Aceh and their families. "Let
the jails where they were held be desolate. We will see cells that are empty because
their occupants will be free.............I do fear that these prisoners may long for their old
campus, that is the jail and if that happens I will deny reunion at their alma mater," I
joked.

After dealing with substantive issues principally amnesty and human rights, GAM
suggested at the next round of talks that they be permitted to bring their team of experts
to the peace table. Spontaneously 1 replied, provided that they only explained and
articulated GAM's wishes there would be no problems. This team of experts could not
be admitted as part of the GAM delegation. "Our format must remain the same. It is
unchangeable including the membership of the discussants. You cannot add or bring in
new members. Our problems will then revert back to the beginning again. Consistency
is essential. The Government will not bring anyone else in as we are locked in by a
presidential mandate and we all know the problems we wish to discuss. Yes, we do not
need any additions," I said.

Underlying this appeal was that GAM wanted to introduce Damien Kingsbury,
their adviser, and have him join our peace talks. Also, GAM wanted to bring in Siti
Saddiyah Marhaban, a GAM member resident in the USA. Our Government
spokesman was well aware of this. If we let this happen, it had high potential to bring
all our discussions back to square one again. For us Kingsbury was the brains behind
GAM which either way could be negative or positive. This was supported by the fact
that Kingsbury often ran articles in the press which could heat up the situation. Our
gamble was, after considering the options, that we drew the line at the current format,
participants and not to change it in any way.

Regarding Kingsbury, Sofyan Djalil said immediately that "We must limit
ourselves making public statements. Kingsbury, as the GAM political adviser, often
makes public statements on behalf of
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GAM. We have to be really careful with this as he may create further new difficulties."

I added to Sofyan's resolute attitude by saying, "The Government of Indonesia is
only talking to the GAM members who are present in this room at present. Kingsbury
does not represent the aspirations and hopes of GAM and GAM better let Kingsbury
know this. His statements could either cloud or confuse the problem which would of
course delay our peace process. It would help it Kingsbury does not pretend to know
all about Indonesia, including Aceh."

It seemed that Sofyan not entirely satisfied over my feelings towards Kingsbury
rejoined loudly with "Kingsbury's press statements are extremely sensitive in our
country. He can make these statements as he likes without any responsibility or
accountability as he is not Indo nesian. He really does not fully comprehend our
domestic matters."

I completed the Government's position saying, "It is probably best if GAM
convince Kingsbury that we read books too and have a university education as well.
Do not let him have pretensions of a monopoly on knowledge.

Our firm stand about was supported by Ahtisaari. He said, "General statements are
permissible. However, persons who are not directly involved in the dialogue at this
table are not permitted arbitrally to make statements as this will only create further
problems for us all. He does not know exactly what transpired at our table. He is only
guessing."

After this when all seemed more relaxed, Ahtisaari skilfully proposed that both
parties now focus themselves on the concept of special autonomy which had been
proposed by the Indonesian Government and the subsequent mechanics for monitoring
it. First, Ahtisaari offered the gathering a Finnish legal expert on administrative law to
study the Special Autonomy Law and the Law regarding Regional Autonomy. On the
subject of monitoring, Ahtisaari suggested a Finnish general who was well versed in
monitoring the implementation of a peace agreement.

At the end, the second round closed on this note that the next round would discuss
gene elections, including local elections, an audit system for revenue sharing, the
presence of the army and
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Brimob™ in Aceh, surrender of GAM weapons, and compensation for integration.

Moreover, in this second round, the conggpt was starting to emerge that we would
conclude with an agreement in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding between
the Government and GAM. Participants also agreed that our discussions should end in
July 2005 and the signing would take place in August 2005, before the celebrations for
the Proclamation of Indonesian Independence, our National Day, 17 August 2005.

The following are my notes from our discussions:

First Day, 21 February 2005

10.37 a.m.

Martii Ahtisaari

Welcome back. Thank you all for your attendance at this second round of talks. To
discuss our problems in detail we will follow the program I have prepared for you. I
stress that our meeting is entirely informal. My plan is for us to discuss the major issue
in front of us and then tomorrow we can move into the details. Our discussion must
address the matter of special autonomy. [ am ready to discuss this with you. Except |
have to leave on Wednesday afternoon so let us make the most of our precious time.
OK, let's start with the main item, special autonomy. I wish to hear the Indonesia
Government's view on this.

Hamid Awaludin

Thank you Mr President for all your efforts and the initiative you have put in as
our facilitator. What you have done so far is a great humanitarian mission not just about
special autonomy for Aceh. Our discussions here

YBrimob are the para-military arm of the Indonesian Police force.
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fall within the overall framework about ending the violence and stopping the killing of
human beings. This is something that is universal in nature. Talking about special
autonomy meanggalking about the empowerment of the Acehnese community in a wide
range of issues within the context of the unitary state of the Republic of Indonesia.
Special autonomy means decentralisation from the centre to the provinces. If this is the
framework used by us, then the Indonesian Government is extremely sincere on this
point. The facts are that we have already implemented this in provinces throughout
Indonesia since 1999. Special autonomy means that the central government reserves
unto itself the matters of defence and security, foreign policy, finance, religion and law.
This is the broad format. More specifically for Aceh, this means a percentage of
revenue sharing that is 70% for Aceh, and the rest for the central government. In brief,
special autonomy means there is greater space. Special autonomy means a greater space
specifically for Aceh. Obviously, this space has a sort of flexibility. Because of this
GAM, metaphorically speaking may take your arms and strive for a space which is
more autonomous and more flexible.

Why are there still such residual responsibilities for the central government? We
all of us understand that Indonesia is a state and nation which needs a glue to prevent
it from fragmenting apart. Indonesia is a state and nation that mixes in the international
community. Because of this, there are matters which require overall standardization.
This is amongst other matter why we must have authority in these areas vested in the
central government. These residual matters are the cement which bind us together in
unity as a nation. This model of authority is like others in most developed and large
countries. Not all of this happened at once. The USA is a concrete example of this.
Now [ invite my colleague Sofyan Djalil to make a wider analysis.

Sofyan Djalil

Thank you Pak Hamid. The issue of special autonomy is clear in Law No 18 of
2001. It is the same as what we have in Papua. This is said to be 'special’ as it does not
appear in any other legislation. This provides a high degree of flexibility and is in fact
a countering balance to the centralisation of the past. We have allocated a greater
portion of revenues to Aceh even though they have a smaller population. Since




1999 Indonesia has changed a lot. We now have an active democracy. Fair general
elections have been held as explained by my colleague Pak Hamid in the last round.
Political parties can be established whenever by whomever. We hope that in the future
there will be no more bloodshed in Aceh: That there will be no more violent deaths of
innocent people and that no more schools are burnt down. Our Government really
wants to resolve this problem permanently and peacefully. If it is resolved there will
be no more Brimob?! and military, except those stationed locally for law and order
purposes to protect villagers and citizens.

Martti Ahtisaari

Come let us focus on special autonomy. Are there regulations concerning
decentralisation? Is there a timetable for local elections?

Hamid Awaludin

Our new regulations outline that local elections can be held in June. This does not
mean that the election of governor or mayors all be elected this June. It will be after
that. regents will

Martti Ahtisaari

It seems as though your political system is extremely sensitive and I can really
understand that. And it is much the same with the formation of political parties.

Sofyan Djalil
At the moment political parties in Indonesia are very dynamic.

Juha Christensen

Really how many registered voters are there in Aceh?

3Brimob an abbreviation for Brigade Mobil, the police para-military arm.
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Hamid Awaludin

This is easy as we have pretty accurate data for this. We could use the data from
the 2004 election

Martti Ahtisaari
Let us now discuss our next agenda item. That is amnesty,
Hamid Awaludin

Amnesty, in a juridical sense, is the prerogative of the President; and we have
already received both presidential and vice presidential instruction to offer amnesty.
The history of Indonesia is a history of amnesty from time past to the present. The last
being amnesty granted to former activists opponents of former President Suharto and
those who were labelled communists. This occurred in 1999. In the context of Aceh,
amnesty means the release of all detained GAM activists whether or not they are
serving a criminal offence. Amnesty means a restoration and thus a new clean sheet of
paper on their lives is opened. Amnesty means a return to civil and political rights.
There is one exception that is Acehnese who committed crimes which are totally
unrelated to the GAM rebellion. We must be absolutely clear on this point.

Sofyan Djalil

Amnesty is an exit to end this conflict. GAM members under detention and became
criminals will be immediately released. They can savour the air of freedom. After that
we will initiate economic compensation.

Ahtisaari
What is on your mind regarding economic compensation?
Sofyan Djalil

The grant of compensation will be for GAM activists who repatriated to their
families or relatives. Infrastructure compensation, for example,
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airport construction to connect one area with another will probably include purchase of
commuter aircraft. This all will have a symbolic meaning as well.

Ahtisaari

I hope this in not the only idea and plan but it is a good offer for a start. What about
education?

Hamid Awaludin

As far as we know since the conflict started many schools were torched. We will
rebuild this infrastructure.

Sofyan Djalil

After the tsunami, we have a lot of commitments to fix jointly this larger aspect of
education in Aceh.

Ahtisaari
What about GAM themselves?
Sofyan Djalil

They can become members of the armed forces or the police or work on
plantations. This is all within the framework of rebuilding Aceh. All of this we offer
for the resolution of the Aceh problem but with no referendum.

Ahtisaari

There is no discussion about a referendum here only the involvement of all the
people of Aceh in a democratic community. Do not smuggle into our agenda this item
of ndum from the NGOs. I do not want it, not one bit!
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Sofyan Djalil

If that is the case, we do not have a problem.
Ahtisaari

Now let us discuss the matter of security arrangements.
Sofyan Djalil

All of what we have been discussing has to be linked back to a total cessation of
the conflict. We must seriously discuss the surrender of GAM arms.

Ahtisaari
A third party can handle the matter of GAM arms.
Sofyan Djalil

Our principle is that military withdrawal must be accompanied in parallel with the
surrender of all GAM arms.

Hamid Awaludin

The principle is tit-for-tat. Cash and carry. We will have to do some calculations
on this. How many weapons surrendered versus how many military withdrawn? Again
this must be in an agreed time frame which is both clear and accurate.

Ahtisaari

I accept all of this. That is very important, and I want to re-stress this point. This
is not an international problem. Although I have already discussed this with Koffi
Anan, the Secretary General of the United Nations who too agrees that this is not an
international problem. It is merely an internal Indonesian domestic matter. The only
international involvement would be a monitoring team from the EU and ASEAN.
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Sofyan Djalil

I think both sides can accept this formulation. We have no problem with it provided
there are no further attempts to internationalize the issue. In this context, we need some
clear rules of the game.

Hamid Awaludin

This is correct. What we are discussing here is an Indonesian internal problem -
not an international one. It is important that we repeat this because this would have us
thinking on a wider level which would make is difficult to solve our problem. Let us
focus on the nub of the problem that is how to achieve in Aceh a total, permanent and
dignified peace.

Martti Ahtisaari

Yes, this is best for both sides. Don't let something happen in the future which was
one of the means we used to resolve this problem. I think it is time we stopped for
lunch.

2.15 p.m. after Lunch
Martti Ahtisaari

I have just had a discussion with Minister Awaludin. I am convinced we will
achieve what we set out to do because of Minister Awaludin's progressive, dynamic
and optimistic outlook. I now invite the GAM delegation to respond to the Government
of Indonesia.

Malik Mahmud (reading from a text)

Hasan Di Tiro sought a total solution. Aceh has been known as a country since the
15th Century. We have fought against the tyranny of colonialism. Aceh never accepted
outside intervention.

We have witnessed the human rights violations by the Indonesian Government.
Our historic meeting here must refer to the present situation in Aceh. We sincerely
hope that the international community will remain in Aceh until post-tsunami
reconstruction is all completed.
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We reject the thinking that the Aceh issue is merely an Indonesian domestic matter.
While the Indonesian Government rejects the interna tionalization of the matter yet at
the same time we are discussing involvement of a third party, the monitors.

What must be done immediately is to free all GAM detainees held by the
Indonesian Government. We wish for several of our leaders to be immediately freed so
that they may attend these continuing talks.

Martti Ahtisaari
It is best we get to the heart of our talks in accordance with the agenda I sent you.
Nurdin Abdurrachman

The most crucial point is the cessation of armed conflict. First we must take steps
to stop the complaints about weapons in the field. We must withdraw all troops to their
barracks. After that we must drop in a third party independent force to guard a peace
zone in Aceh. Second, we must all guarantee the legal implementation and declare
Aceh as a military free zone. @he political solution is: Free all GAM detainees in
Indonesian prisons. We cannot accept the use of the term special autonomy if this just
means the status quo.

Martti Ahtisaari
Who else from GAM would like to speak?
Bachtiar Abdullah

We feel that the real context of our talks should be a discussion of security
arrangements.

Hamid Awaludin

We are really going backwards in this discussion. GAM is just going around in
endless circles. There are absolutely no signs of any advance whatsoever. Pak Malik
drew us outside in our lunch break but there was no solution on offer. Now is not the
time to talk about the past. Now is
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not the time to talk about unrealistic things seeking our quest for peace. Let us discuss
this in a format that is, both constructive and seeking a solution. Don't use confusing
rhetoric which does not get us anywhere.

Sofyan Djalil

We are not getting anywhere here. We consider that special autonomy is the
foundation of our discussions, Clearly GAM does not want to move forward. This is
extremely disturbing to us.

Zaini Abdullah
So far it does not mean we have agreed to the proposal of special autonomy.
Martti Ahtisaari

I need to clear up something here. That is all of you have the right to disagree. I
can find no reason to continue these talks if it is always outside the bounds of special
autonomy. Once again, | state, there is no urgency to meet here if it is outside the
context of special autonomy. The Indonesian Government has already presented the
reality of life there. If this goes on, it is best that I end the talks here and now and say
goodbye to all of you. I must stress here that I am unable to accept that the offer of
special autonomy must be rejected out of hand. It just does not make sense, and totally
unrealistic reasons were given for this rejection. Let us not deceive ourselves. You do
not need to come here to mourn the past. We must go forward regardless. It is
imperative that we discuss right now what the consequences of the offer of special
autonomy are for Aceh.

There is no other way to convince neither Minister Awaludin nor the Government
of Indonesia, now or at any other time in the future, without sticking to this corridor of
special autonomy. Minister Awaludin and Minister Djalil have already outlined a
timetable, that is this coming August. What does GAM have to say to this? 1 do not
want to mislead anyone. We must not make fools of ourselves or deceive ourselves.
We have already heard that Indonesia will not accept any initiative to internationalize
the Aceh problem. We are now confronted with a serious problem. To date we have
not heard an offer or even a substantive thought
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from GAM on special autonomy. My impression is that GAM have not even looked at
the Indonesian Government offer on special autonomy. We are just wasting time here
again. I have no need for rhetoric.

Nur Djuli

In fact both sides are ready to discuss this. It is just a matter of a difference of
opinion on terminology: that is referendum and special autonomy.

Martti Ahtisaari

I really beggo differ with you, Sir. We cannot fool ourselves. Let's be honest with
ourselves. The idea and wish for a referendum is right out of the question. This idea is
not on our ticket. There is but one ticket and that is special autonomy. Only that is on
offer. Nothing else!

I am interested to learn that TNI and Brimob will be withdrawn and security
arrangements be discussed after we have discussed special autonomy. Do not overturn
this. Don't talks about other issues until the main foundation, which is special
autonomy, has been discussed. I request you both discuss this together. After you have
done this, then you can summarise your differences if you are unable to reach an
acceptable agreement. Do not just say immediately you have differences without
discussing it fully beforehand. Once again, do not mourn the past. Seek a practical
solution. I appreciate you all have difficulties.

Second Day, 22 February 2005
945 a.m.
Martti Ahtisaari

Yesterday, we had many discussions outside the official forum. My attention was
on the terminology which we should use. There is an acknowledgement to seek a
concrete solution. The terminology which I refer to is 'self-government within
Indonesia'.




126 PEACE IN ACEH

There was a clash two days ago in Aceh. We will not solve the Aceh problem
without a mechanism for monitoring. Here we will have to agree to use EU and
ASEAN. This must be done professionally.

Also I want to state that I do not want here to blame anyone. If there is something
that I say is impermissible, I will apologise. In order to progress our talks further, I urge
both sides to endorse fully what we have so far discussed. Don't drag it out or go back
and forth. Yesterday the talks were a bit tense. I could not permit the subject of
terminology to become an obstacle and also I do not want the matter of terminology to
become a hiding place for convictions to ambush others. I now invite GAM to start the
discussion.

Nurﬁn Abdurrachman
1

As we discussed informally yesterday, we are of the opinion that we will limit
ourselves in using the term special autonomy. We have selected the term self-
government. We can advance our discussions using this term. We are ready to discuss
this with the Indonesian Government. We have already looked at the articles related to
local political parties proposed by the Indonesian Government. We will have to discuss
this further in greater detail. Yesterday we heard the explanation of the Indonesian
position on local political parties. But this is well distant from the aspirations of the
Acehnese people; similarly with local elections. All of it is just status quo. We must
bring this up at the meeting table.

Provincial elections are far from our demands and aspirations. The same goes for
revenue sharing. The Acehnese must be seen to be making the offer rather than just
about receiving any offers from the government. On the issue of human rights and
justice, we must agree that all offenders be brought to court. The term self-government
for the Acehnese means the ability to determine for oneself without the involvement of
the military. On the point of amnesty, the Government must immediately and
unconditionally release all detainees starting now. Our negotiators who are detained
must be immediately freed before we continue these talks any further. The economic
compensation offered we consider it is just a bribe. It is just the same as before. On the
matter of law, we have our own law. Qanun or canon law is our law which was passed
in our local parliament. We need an inclusive dialogue within the Aceh community.
Here we can ascertain the direction in which we want to head.
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Bachtiar Abdullah

On the subject of amnesty our negotiators must be released now. All detainees in
Java must be freed and their past records totally erased. We do not wish ever to see a
gain a situation like Nurdin who was tortured and assaulted while imprisoned. Nurdin's
experience must be brought before this peace table. An all inclusive dialogue means
the participation of all Acehnese. On the subject of security arrangements, GAM
unilaterally states to end the armed contact. We have also stated to end the overall
conflict.

Martti Ahtisaari

Rather than use the term the international world, let us use outside monitors.
Bachtiar Abdullah

I propose the term foreign forces.
Martti Ahtisaari

I never thought of the term foreign forces. Monitoring means the people: both the
civilians and military jointly shouldering this task.

Nur Djalil

We now understand the term cease fire and cessation of hostilities. We don't need
to discuss this further.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

On human rights and justice, we will have to have an investigation by an
independent international organisation. I myself have already been beaten up while in
prison.

Martti Ahtisaari

It is good that we are now discussing this. I appreciate all of this. We are really
starting to come to grips with the problem.
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Sofyan Djalil
Thank you for this advance we now have made.
Hamid Awaludin

I now see our GAM friends are being more realistic. This is but an early step, yet
a great advance, towards resolving the Aceh peace. Convince yourselves, that we are
not here for personal gain but for the gain of Aceh and Indonesia together. What have
discussed here today. and in the future, all of it is for the children of Aceh and the
Indonesian nation. Let the past be the cement upon which we build a bridge to our
future and our children's future.

Martti Ahtisaari

Let's break for coffee and tea. After which we will discuss the issue of general
elections.

After the Break, 11.30 a.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

We have about one hour before lunch. We need to hear an explanation from the
Indonesian Government particularly on the subject of revenue sharing. We will need
an audit system for this. On the matter of self government and amnesty, there must be
some kind of mechanism which can be used by the Indonesian Government?

Sofyan Djalil

We have no problems with an audit system as mentioned by Pre sident Ahtisaari.
All of that which comes from our Government must surely be accepted. This is not
bribery as suggested earlier by Nurdin. Our Government's offer is not to simply GAM
as such but actually to all the people of Aceh. It is like an incentive for prosperity.
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Martti Ahtisaari

Excuse me. I would like to interrupt here for a moment. We will help the
Indonesian Government on this. The present Government has demonstrated that it is
serious about eradicating corruption and is far more democratic now. 1 have been
following this together with other European countries.

Sofyan Djalil

Sure, we know that we still have critics about our system which is considered
corrupt. Except, now our government is extremely serious about tackling corruption.
Our government has taken the initiative to change all of this. I joined the current
government because SBY-JK were serious about this. God willing, ultimately we will
all be using a system of e-government.

It is the same with human rights. Our Government is serious.
Hamid Awaludin

Permit me to explain the human rights agenda. On the subject of human rights, the
world at large has witnessed that our Government is serious about it. From the legal
aspect, we now have the Human Rights and Courts Law. A number of draft laws related
to human rights are currently under discussiorggin the near future, two basic human
rights instruments will be ratified, that is the International Convention on civil and
political rights and the International Convention on social, economic and cultural
rights. These are the corner stones of universal human rights. This was unimaginable

in the past.

From the institutional point, we now have the National Committee of Human
Rights. The Human Rights Court is operational. The Human Rights Ministry which I
head, has undertaken various human rights training courses both in country and
overseas. We are in the process of forming a Reconciliation Commission. All of this
involves human rights. On the matter of democracy and freedom I need not go on at
length. Any time you want to form a political party, all you need is 50 persons. Are
there any countries in Asia than can beat our press freedom in Indonesia now? There
are none. So if GAM now talks about democracy and human rights in a negative
manner that was true in the past but not now at all.
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The world has witnessed how fair and free our elections were last year. Even you too
have witnessed this.

On the subject of amnesty, this is the first thing we will do when we feel we have
some understanding here. The act of release from detention means amnesty. Also, the
matter of expunging their records that is the essence of amnesty. I do not wish to chat
about promises here. I just want to remind you that no later than 30 days after we have
signed an agreement, all detainees who meet the criteria, will be returned to Aceh to
their families. Let the prisons where they were held be empty. We will see that they are
empty because their occupants will be freed. The other matters. you wished to bring to
this table I will have to study it first because it involves other agencies, such as the
Supreme Court. You all know that we really observe the separation of powers, which
means that the government cannot intervene with some other institutions, such as the
courts.

Give me the time to study this. I promise you on my return I will visit your
spokesmen in Sukamiskin prison. I will also arrange for them to come here if this is
possible. Please do not let this become the criteria for continuing or stopping these
talks. After I have visited them I will let you know the result before we start the next
round of talks. I would like to invite Juha Christensen to accompany me to the prison
to prove to GAM that I did it.  have already been given an order from both the President
and the Vice President to give the highest priority to this proposed amnesty. You will
never regret cooperating with me on this matter. I am concerned that these detainees of
yours will miss their alma mater, the prison, but I will absolutely refuse permission for
any reunion!

Martti Ahtisaari

Are there any problems with the National Committee for Human Rights?
Hamid Awaludin and Puja

Certainly not!
Nur Djuli

The laws look at East Timor. xplained totally do not repres the reality. Just look
time at East Timor.
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Martti Ahtisaari

One of the difficulties of life is what we have experienced and what related to our
past. Be careful on this! With all my respect to the present Government, there have
been innumerable advances. Minister Awaludin certainly did not say Indonesia was
totally free from human rights violations. My own country is the same too. Do not flow
back into the sadness of the past, please.

East Timor which you just mentioned shows how difficult the past is to reconcile.
There is no perfect system. South Africa is another example. I ask GAM that whoever
heads GAM, they will never resolve anything if the past is always on their agenda. This
is a difficult problem.

We will be unlikely to include this in any written draft because it is so sensitive.
This in no way means we exclude discussion about it. I do not mean that we sweep it
under the carpet in our agenda. This is what we means by good intentions. For certain
it will always be regretted and never be satisfied. We need courage to face this. In short,
the human rights issues are matters for the future.

Nurdin Abdurrachman
The agenda on human rights has become a priority issue for us. The case of East
Timor is a good example. There were some brought to court.

Sofyan Djalil

What about human rights abuses by GAM? Will you also want them brought to
court? Aren't you opening a Pandora's Box?

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, to be fair on human rights don't just pick on the Government and the army.
We are discussing this with a holistic approach just as Pak Sofyan said before me. What
about the police, army and ordinary people who were sadistically butchered? Who was
responsible for this? What about the schools that were burnt smashing the future of
Acehnese kids and their nation? Why do we have to mutually accuse one another? Our
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statistics demonstrate more than one thousand schools were burnt and damaged by
GAM. It is not possible that the Government would do this as they are the property of
the Government. Destroying schools is like butchering the future of our children. This
a pretty fundamental abuse of human rights.

Puja

Our method here is to view Indonesia in a panoramic sense not from a narrow field
of view. For example just see the burgeoning numbers of NGOs in Indonesia today and
how they interact with our parliament. In a while we will have our own commission on
truth and reconciliation.

Nur Djuli
Hey, we just want to discuss human rights in Aceh not nationwide.
Hamid Awaludin

This is something we cannot acquiesce to. Aceh is an integral part in a greatly
changed Indonesia. Please view this problem proportionately. Don't be emotional.

Martti Ahtisaari

Let's look at South Africa, Mandela. I visited Mandela while he was in prison.
Through their committee for truth and reconciliation all of this was able to be settled
satisfactorily. All of this can be achieved provided the Government really wants to do
it, just as said by both Ministers Awaludin and Djalil. Both of your sides will have to
work together on this. There is no point at all to mutual accusations.

On our next agenda there is an item of representation. Indonesia can decide this as
itinvolves the peoples’ wishes through an election which is both free and fair. Indonesia
has already proven that they can do this. There is no point making further issue with
this. It is far easier to say than to do. But I have seen and the world had seen the great
changes which have occurred in Indonesia today. All that remains is for us to find a
future mechanism.
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On the matter of amnesty and detention, this is the area of expertise of Minister
Awaludin. Please now make your submission clearly on this point.

Hamid Awaludin

Regarding amnesty the Government remains firm on its principles. As agreed, the
President, with the consideration of our parliament, will make a presidential decree
granting amnesty to all GAM activists, both those inside detained and those on the
outside. The same applies for GAM activists overseas. All are subject to this amnesty.
There are two categories of GAM detainees, those who have been sentenced and those
held waiting to be sentenced. Both categories will be freed. This presidential decree
will absolve those imprisoned and those on the outside from all further charges.

The operational side of all of this is my responsibility. Consequently, all of this I
will do as quickly as possible. What we say at this peace table is what in reality will
happen. Last night I discussed this at length with my colleague Minister Djalil. I will
be guided by his hand in implementing all of this. Further, a real timetable has already
been drawn up by us for all of this.

We already have a list of the detainees' names and their respective locations. In
Java, where there are the greater numbers of detention centres, there are about 500
GAM detainees. However an even greater number are held in North Sumatra and in
Aceh. I have continually visited all of them and held discussions with them. Our
brothers are nervously awaiting their release to become free men again. They pine for
their families and for a normal everyday life. But all of this now depends on GAM here.
Their wishes and yearning of these GAM activists will be decided by us at this peace
table. Will we keep them nervously waiting? Will we let their children and relatives on
the outside, who long for their reunion with those in detention, continue to wait? All of
this I hand over to GAM!

I wish to say this here to you, I once met a 12 year old CAM in prison. He had
been in for four years. This meant he was imprisoned when he was 8. He is in Java. He
no longer wants to return to Aceh because he is traumatized by the violence he
experienced there in Aceh. He looked at me sharply when we met. His lips were wet
from his tears thinking about his mother and father and his younger siblings who were
swept




134 PEACE IN ACEH

away by the tsunami. He has nobody anymore now, except a hope to return to continue
his education at junior high school outside the walls of the prison. How many more
kids are like this I wonder? Come let us do something so that they remember us as
people of merit in their lives who did something for them to realize their dreams:
Children's dreams that will for sure welcome a brighter and happier and peaceful future.

Martti Ahtisaari

We have to be realistic here about the cessation of armed contact and ending the
total conflict. We have to be clear in out thinking about the means for this. How are we
going to do this? It is best that you discuss this with one another beforehand to start
this discussion. I know a bit about this and have experience here. What is important is
that the armed forces in Aceh will be withdrawn. The Indonesian Government has
proposed this and we have all heard this. Are there any questions?

Nur Djuli
What about military groups?

Hamid Awaludin

I think this is covered in my analysis. Come let's try not to be too hallucinated.
Martti Ahtisaari

It is now time for lunch. Minister Awaludin earlier asked what was on the menu
today. I was pleased to inform that we would be savouring some reindeer. It would
appear that Minister Awaludin really likes deer meat. Let this help him run fast in
resolving our peace talks. Please enjoy your lunch. Oh yes, [ would ask Minister
Awaludin and Malik Mahmud to meet with me upstairs for a moment. There is
something I wish to discuss with them after lunch.
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After Lunch

255 p.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

I have just met with Minister Awaludin and Malik Mahmud. [ am now optimistic
because both of them gave me a clear picture of their positions which was very
encouraging. Furthermore, as well 1 spoke with the Vice President Jusuf Kalla on
Minister Awaludin's phone. He guaranteed everything that has been explained by
Minister Awaludin on amnesty. Further Mr Kalla said that all matters related to
amnesty were delegated to Minister Awaludin as this fell under his ministry. So I now
personally can guarantee this to GAM.

I am worried about our remaining time. We have been a bit long on this session as
there have been matters which could obstruct us achieving peace in future rounds. We
must maintain this momentum. We will return to Helsinki in March. Can you all be
here on 18 March 20057

Zaini Abdullah
We will need time to study the government proposal.
Martti Ahtisaari

Well then how about we start the next round on 10 April 20057 We must give
priority to this timetable. Are there any other agenda items suggested by the Indonesia
Government?

Hamid Awaludin

We already have a clear agenda. We should focus only that.
Bachtiar Abdullah

We wish to bring several of our experts to the next round.
Martti Ahtisaari

You can do that.
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Hamid Awaludin

However the meeting format must remain unchanged. It must not be changed
including the arrangement of discussants. Do not add or introduce new persons. Then
problem will be, if we do that, that we have to start all over again. Consistency is
important. The Government team will remain unchanged as they have a presidential
mandate and who already have full understanding of what we wish to discuss. Yes, we
need no further additions.

Martti Ahtisaari

That is correct. Our existing format is good and we have already achieved a
number of successes. We won't change it.

Sofyan Djalil

All of us here have to limit ourselves making any public statements. Kingsbury,
the GAM adviser, is continually making public statements on behalf of GAM. We
really have to watch this because in the future this could create new additional
difficulties for us.

Hamid Awaludin

The Government of Indonesia is only discussing with GAM who are present in
this meeting room. Kingsbury is not GAM's hope and GAM must inform him on this
point. Public statements can either cloud or complicate the problem; and probably may
delay our peace process. It may be best that Kingsbury does not pretend to know all
about Indonesia including Aceh.

Martti Ahtisaari

Also this applies to the Indonesian delegation. The sensitivity applies to both sides
here. I must limit both sides doing this. You have brought up a very fundamental issue
now that we are making satisfactory progress. Please do not let anyone be seen or
appear who could upset all of this.
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Sofyan Djalil

Kingsbury's articles in the press are extremely sensitive domestically. Without any
responsibility, Kingsbury can make statements because he is not Indonesian and resides
in Australia. He really does not understand our internal affairs.

Hamid Awaludin

It may be best for GAM to convince Kingsbury that we also read books and have
a reasonably high standard of education. Don't let him pretend he has a monopoly on
knowledge.

Martti Ahtisaari

General statements are OK. Except persons who are not directly involved in this
dialogue at this table should not say just anything they like about these talks because it
will create future problems. Kingsbury does not know precisely what was said in this
room. He can only guess. Let's all of us try to guard against this. Our following agenda
is the concept of self-government versus special autonomy. Let us first look at the
legislation involved. Minister Awaludin will be able to spell out all of this out for us.
Please...........

Juha Christensen

We have only six weeks in which to prepare ourselves before the next round. So
GAM please study carefully the proposal from the Indonesian Government.

Malik Mahmud

Really we have quite a problem on this one because our best legal expert Sofyan
Ibrahim Tiba died in jail swept way by the tsunami.

Hamid Awaludin

There is something I want to say about Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba. This will touch all of
our hearts. Several days before the tsunami I was visiting
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the Banda Aceh prison in my capacity as minister under which prisons fell. On that
occasion I joined in the Friday prayers in the prison. All of a sudden a man with
spectacles and wearing a peci approached me asking if [ would come to his cell after
prayers. I did this. He was the late Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba of whom Tengku Malik just
spoke.

He whispered to me, that he knew that there had been secret meeting between Jusuf
Kalla, Farid Husein and myself with GAM leaders in a number of countries. He went
on to say that he salute and support all of this. It is as though God wishes this all, so
please Pak Hamid take my peci and give it to the GAM leadership in Sweden as a signal
that both of us had been in touch and I approve of a real peace; one with no lies within
it. My peci is my signal of communication. Please return my peci if we can really make
peace, said Tengku Sofyan.

Sadly, gentlemen, I am unable to return this peci to Tengku Sofyan, as he was lost
along with his prison, washed away by the tsunami. May the untimely loss of this GAM
leader make us all strive for peace as he himself urged me to do so immediately clearing
way to our peace in Aceh, yes peace in Aceh.

Nur Djalil

After the Tokyo talks failed, we were all declared to be enemies by the Indonesian
Government. We are not criminals.

Hamid Awaludin

All of this will be addressed in a dignified manner via the amnesty mechanism.
This is like a golden bridge which crosses the river of conflict to peace on the other
side and then we shall bury all of this. What is important now Nur Djalil is your friends
Hamid Awaludin and Sofyan Djalil.

Martti Ahtisaari

I feel Minister Awaludin's analogy to be most appropriate ex pressing your
feelings. Amnesty will be a therapy. I ask the Indonesian Government to return here in
wee from now.
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I suggest that Minister Awaludin prepare for us selected readings on the legal
principles regarding amnesty. Also, I ask Minister Djalil to prepare concrete proposals
on plantations and energy projects,

After that, we must be prepared to discuss the agenda for general elections at
provincial level, local political parties, political participation at the local level, an audit
system for revenue sharing in Aceh, the presence of the army and Brimob (including
the numbers which are certain to leave Aceh), militia (if there are any), surrender of
GAM weapons, and integration into the army and police i.e. recruitment. Now we will
take a break. If Minister Awaludin has no objections could we not meet briefly after
this break?

After Coffee Break
445 p.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

I have just finished talking a lot with Minister Awaludin outside. 1 know he was
freezing and shivering but he was always warm in wishing to resolve our problems. |
discussed with him the possibility that we finish these talks successfully in about July.
He requested that we be able to sign an agreement before Indonesian Independence
Day about mid August coming. Both a request and an expectation which are logical.

Are there still issues to be raised? My question to you all is how are we going to
codity all of this? Perhaps with a Memorandum of Understanding? This is not a formal
agreement. There are a number of matters which we have not addressed, such as the
monitoring system.

Sofyan Djalil

Let's talk about the MOU or whatever we call it. All of this we can do at the end
of our dialogue. Now we must focus on the essentials.

Martti Ahtisaari

What are infrastructure conditions in Aceh like at the moment?
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Sofyan Djalil

The northern part is normal. Some 156 kilometers to the south is smashed to
smithereens. We will commence work there in about two months. Road repairs will
take two years. We have to relocate roads as they were swept away by the tsunami.
They are gone, destroyed by the tsunami. Airports are still good and can be landed on
by a Boeing 737. The cellular telephone system is already working well. Slowly
schools are starting to function again. People who lost their homes are being
accommodated. The Banda Aceh master plan is ready. And we will be planting
mangroves again along the coast to lessen wave impact..

Martti Ahtisaari

We are now finishing our dialogue today. I invite you to enjoy your freezing night
in Helsinki. Do not talk non-stop. We will meet again in the morning.

Third Day, 24 February 2005

10.30 a.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

I hope you all slept well last night. As I said yesterday I have prepared a press
statement which I will read out at 3.00 p.m. this afternoon. It is entitled "Seeking a
Dignified Solution to Peace".

Our agenda this morning is Special Autonomy versus Self Government and
Security Arrangements.

I propose our next meeting round be on 10 or 17 April 2005. I hope all delegates
return to continue our dialogue.

Hamid Awaludin

Our agenda is special autonomy not self-government.
Martti Ahtisaari

Yes, I will change the term. The list of subje which in the next round will be:
special autonomy or self-government, provincial will discuss
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elections, local political parties, financial regulations (an audit system for provincial
revenue, the percentage of taxes for the centre and for the province and facilities for
the integration of GAM), amnesty (definition, scope and legal issues), security
arrangements (reduction of army and police, after agreement and surrender of
weapons), outside monitoring (military and civil elements and the role of EU and
ASEAN) and a community dialogue to prevent any misunderstandings.

Nur Djuli
Say whatever you want to say.
Martti Ahtisaari

That will be the case for sure. I really would appreciate it if you both came here
wanting to talk directly to one another without me. All of this is based upon the
principle that nothing agreed until all agree is agreed. By the way I will not disclose
this agenda to the press. | am a dictator when it comes to these matters.

Nurdin Abdurrachman
What is this statement?
Martti Ahtisaari
Only for you?
Nurdin Abdurrahman
Security arrangements must be given priority.
Martti Ahtisaari

You are always doing this Pak Nurdin. For sure we will discuss this and if you
disagree, one thing is for certain is that we will never resolve our problems. We have
already listened to the Government on its position. You have been listening to outside
rumours associated with our peace process, so let: sort of clarification. share them. Just
don't keep it without some
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Nurdin Abdurrahman

Negotiators, we must free ourselves immediately from the Indo nesian
Government's apparent good intentions to continue these talks in this coming round.

Martti Ahtisaari

We have already heard Minister Awaludin's comprehensive expla nation on this.
Give the Government the opportunity to deal with it. Listen carefully and try to
understand other people, and this is a larger part of good intent. I have spoken at length
with Minister Awaludin on this as I said beforehand. With all of this related stuff, let
Malik Mahmud talk to Minister Awaludin. I really hope we do no become trapped by
the press fishing around us. Do not use the press to relay your feelings and wishes. The
peace table is the only place for this!

Malik Mahmud

Our friend here, Nurdin, has explained the facts on what really happened in Aceh.
There is still a war going on between us. We need to show the people of Aceh that we
are absolutely sincere in trying to resolve this. How do we speak of peace when there
is war and violence there now? I hope that we are all speaking of peace here not threats.

Martti Ahtisaari

I will certainly use my best efforts to achieve peace making use of all my facilities
to this end.

Hamid Awaludin

Let us dream by ourselves. Do not let us be lead by others, not those who are
unhappy with peace, or by those who spread gossip and slander. There are many,
including NGOs, who are sincere and at one with us. Do not permit these NGOs to play
us one against the other and who happily seek every opportunity to find cracks to divide
us and takeover.
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Martii Ahtisaari

Yes, thisis true. It is best that we carefully take note of the Indonesia Government's
words. I now invite the heads of both delegations to say some final words at the end of
our second round of talks. Who is going to lead?

Malik Mahmud

What we have achieved in these final days is a monumental achievement. This is
a new chapter in the history of Aceh. I hope that both delegations will return to meet
here again with the same mission. Our thanks to the Indonesian Government for coming
here with such honesty. We will now depart for our respective homes with more relaxed
thoughts and hearts.

Hamid Awaludin

History is not just like that. History is made by men who possess certain superiority
in their epoch. What we have achieved here is an initiative for the Indonesian nation
and for the world. A history about stopping a continuing human tragedy. A history
about stopping continuing violence. I am thankful to President Ahtisaari and to the
GAM delegation who too wish to inscribe a new page in our history.

In 1996, a few seconds after the American space shuttle 'Challenger' returned to
earth it exploded killing all of the six astronauts. On this occasion President Reagan in
conveying his condolences said: "History has never been the property of cowards, it is
owned by those with courage." Those with courage will always take risks in what they
do. All of us here are men of courage because we are the men who want to assume all
the risks to our person- ourselves for the decisions we will take here at this peace table.
Because of this, history is our property. Thank you and until we meet again.

Martti Ahtisaari

Thank you all of you and we are moving forward. I am unable to say anything after
Minister Awaludin's closing speech. Safe journey home and until we meet again.
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ROUND THREE - THE INDEPENDENCE ISSUE
EVAPORATES

In this third round of our peace talks between the Indonesian Government and GAM,
most of the meetings were held without the mediation of Ahtisaari. Apart from that the
lobbying between the delegation leaders and Ahtisaari were more spread out. In the
early part of this round GAM still refused to budge and demanded our discussions only
focus on self-government but later on they became productive and constructive. Our
discussions had now touched upon more substantive issues. As an example GAM
actually considered and proposed some concrete ideas which they wanted.

Before meeting with the GAM delegation, in doing his pre meeting rounds,
Ahtisaari met with the Indonesian Government Delegation. He asked us to be ready to
answer on the following points: The presence of TNI, GAM's political participation,
including local elections, dialogue within the Aceh community at large, and self-
government. "You must be ready on these points as GAM will certainly raise them at
the peace table," counselled Ahtisaari.

I replied, "On the TNI problem specially, Mr President, you do not have to be
concerned as TNI have already accepted the situation and are ready to implement our
President's wishes to seek and achieve peace in Aceh. I personally witnessed the
President ordering the TNI Commander to support these talks."

"Our President said to the TNI Commander, TNI must obey all political decsisons
of the President. To which the TNI Commander
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replied, TNI is ready to obey and fulfil all presidential commands and decisions." |
relayed this on to Ahtisaari, our facilitator, who then went on to say that GAM would
be searching for a legal expert who would help them study Indonesian positive laws
which were linked to their demands.

This cooperative attitude of GAM's was inseparable from the overall Indonesian
approach. The second and third rounds of talks were only separated by a couple of
weeks. In that period, Dr Farid and I were in regular telephone contacts with GAM as
well as our Vice President. Because of this GAM really felt the Government was
serious and had a clear agenda to resolve this Aceh problem.

We did much the same with Ahtisaari during this break and he too, by telephone,
actively bridged the wishes of both sides. To the extent, Malik Mahmud, said in our
discussion forum, "We very much appreciate the efforts of the Indonesian Government
in telephoning us long distance, as well as appreciating the attitude of Pak Jusuf Kalla,
and you Pak Hamid and Pak Farid who always maintained active and regular
communications with us. We believe that the Jakarta side really wants to make a
continuing peace in Aceh."

Discussions at the start of this third round were preceded by a GAM demand for a
new Aceh law. They proposed that a special committee be established consisting of
legal experts to draft this proposed new law. Moreover, Nur Djuli wanted the formation
of this special committee to a precondition to continue these talks. On hearing this, I
was furious. "I feel our discussions this time are really uncertain. Meaning our
discussion will have to be on the agreed points, which means your wish cannot become
a precondition as to whether these peace talks or not. Your logic is completely upside
down. Certainly we will discuss these points. Not to stop the talks if this issue is not in
place."

Nur Djuli had no opportunity to consider my statement when Ahtisaari intervened
even louder, "I think Minister Hamid's logic is spot on. You just cannot demand the
formation of a special team of experts. What we need now is a re-evaluation of current
Aceh legislation. You do not need a committee of experts for this. We have plenty of
legal experts. [ do not know how we can proceed if you
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behave like this. Come, let us assess where the difficulties are of developing Aceh with
current and existing legislation. It is on that subject we must focus."

What was interesting and amazing was Nur Djuli response to Ahtisaari's and my
interventions. He protested, "The existing legislation does in no way reflect the
aspirations of the Acehnese people. Syariah Law?? is not our aspiration." This was the
first time GAM had actually made a statement on their ideological wishes. On hearing
this I reported this to the Vice President straightaway. Without thinking for long the
VP replied, "Right, my theory is that GAM ideology is not a religious one but a secular

one.

For sure from the ggrly days of our peace moves, the VP had on many occasions
said to me and others that GAM ideology was not based upon ideology, especially
Islam. The use of the Islam flag was simply a tactic of the rebellion, not the ideology
of the rebellion. For JK the driving motivation for GAM was injustice, principally
economic injustice. Because of this thinking, JK strongly believed part of the therapy
to solve the Aceh problem was, amongst others, focussed discussion on revenue
sharing. Well focused discussion on revenue sharing.

Again in this third round GAM were still unable to stick to the proposed meeting
agenda. This time GAM was opposed to the legal matters of Indonesia in relation to
Aceh. They wanted a total change in the legislation for Aceh. Their argument was that
the existing laws were unrepresentative only because they were not made by Acehnese.

Ahtisaari explained, "All processes in making modern laws require the mechanism
of representation. There is always a division of the task between the central government
and the province. The framework of our thinking must not depart from this viewpoint
and not embrace others" Ahtisaari also underlined, "We have to make an explanation
here, what is it that we want regulations or rules of the game; that is the substance of
the law or the implementation of it in the field? Do not digress from this."

S yariah Law is Islamic law.
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Feeling that they were getting nowhere on this legal issue, GAM through their
spokesman, Nurdin Abdurrahman, turned to demand yet again that the talks could not
continue before armed conflict had stopped: "We must state here and now there must
be an end to the armed conflict before we discuss any other matters. Show your good
intentions."

Nur Djuli joined in later saying loudly, "Show the world that you have done
something. If this goes on, there will be no progress in what we have done so far."

Seeing this as an indication that GAM was deferring our proposed agenda, I
responded speaking loudly, "I reject this sort of view. Who says we have not made
progress in our dialogue? For what reasons are you here in this third round if you feel
we have not made any progress?"

Also, I pressed him further saying, "Throughout Indonesia and the developing
world, people have witnessed we have moved forward. You will be making a big
mistake if you deny all of this. Who is it who does not want progress here? Was it not
from the very beginning we all agreed to talk without the condition of cessation of
armed conflict? Was this not our motivation in the very beginning, and to this we all
agreed, that this dialogue would adopt the perspective of totality, finality and dignity
for all parties? So as a consequence there has been no cessation of armed conflict."

Sofyan Djalil added, "Why is that the Aceh Law is unable to be implemented? It
is because we have a conflict? Do not be fearful of the legal issues. Our constitution
has been amended as many as three or four times in a very short period. And remember,
that all of those amendments gave birth to regional autonomy and special autonomy."

Not satisfied with my response or with Sofyan's, Nur Djuli countered
immediately," What happens if all of the constitution and the legislation is suddenly
changed yet again?" Then Nurdin Abdurrachman joined in and attacked loudly, "Let
us look behind the history of the Indonesian constitution. Soekarno trampled over the
constitution like in 1959**. This could occur again in the future. The

In 1959, President Soekarno dissolved the Parliament and introduced his concept of "Guided
Democracy" a sort of benign dictatorship.
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Aceh Law passed at a time of conflict. We will not accept it. Why is it that you do not
want the people themselves to determine their own fate?"

It was obvious that Ahtisaari noticed the frown on my face wishing to reply to these
two GAM spokesmen. With a wink, Ahtisaari signalled me to be quiet. Ahtisaari then
stated, "There is not one nation in the world which is able or would want to give a
guarantee they would never change their constitution. Constitutional change is a
dynamic of democracy for both the domestic and the international community. Your
past negative history has repeatedly shown this will not solve the problem. Why is it as
if you never want to listen to what Minister Awaludin and Minister Djalil have to say
that Indonesia has undergone spectacular changes in democracy? [ really do not know
what more | have to explain if your attitude remains like this."

Following Ahtisaari's firm words, perhaps GAM felt later it was no longer essential
to take issue with constitutional and legal matters. After that Djuli suddenly changed
tack wanting to talk about the form of government and democracy. He even put forward
a concrete proposal that it may be best if we learned from Malaysia which had four
kings! (Sic)

Upon hearing this, Ahtisaari countered by saying Indonesia was not a kingdom.
Then I joined in saying that now the Indonesian Constitution was an extremely
effective means of preparing a fertile field for planting a practical democracy. With
regards to press freedom, for example, Indonesia was well advanced, probably
exceedingly so. Indonesia had implemented presidential and vice-presidential direct
elections. All of which meant, GAM dreams of democratic practice had already been
implemented in Indonesia.

Sofyan Djalil stated that in Indonesia today everyone had the access to participate
politically, including as GAM would in the future. GAM could come forward as an
election candidate. At this point, the Government position was further strengthened by
Ahtisaari confirming that Indonesia has undergone significant changes with an
improved constitution and most importantly there were no obstacle to implementing
autonomy at provincial government level.
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After opposing us on this issue, Malik Mahmud shook hands with me explaining,
"Certainly, the constitution has been amended several times, and there is no opposition
from us on this. What we want is an acknowledgement that there will be elections,
specially in Aceh and the form of government or whatever name we give it in the future.
The government in Aceh will be a government which is directly elected by the people
of Aceh,"

He added that Jusuf Kalla, Megawati **and Gus Dur® had all stated that Aceh
could ask for anything except independence. Because of that, Malik said, they had not
from the start wanted to really talk about independence. "What we require are the
principles of the broad framework of this thinking. We do not need to talk about it in
detail. We need some experts to help us. Pak Hamid we will continue to consult with
you if we require answers on a number of matters outside this forum," Malik Mahmud
explained.

After Malik had put forward his point of view, I feigned the need to visit the toilet
where [ could telephone Jusuf Kalla and not be overheard. Upon hearing my report that
Malik Mahmud said explicitly that GAM would no longer ask for independence,
Kalla's voice was lost a few times. Shortly, I heard expression of gratitude from my
phone. "Thanks to God, Hamid, we must immediately ritually bath and now pray
expressing our thankfulness. Our main aim has now been achieved with GAM no
longer demanding or negotiating for independence," Kalla said to me.

I was overjoyed as I had achieved something that the Government had wanted to
achieve for over three decades and something had caused both sides trying to destroy
one another in Aceh. At least my boss Jusuf Kalla had given his appreciation to the
government team for we had presented something of great value to the Government.

After this discussion, Ahtisaari approached me and whispered, "Pak Minister, [
think that Malik Mahmud's remarks regarding no longer demanding independence are
very serious and sincere. For

¥Megawati Sukarnoputri, the daughter of Indonesia's first president, Sukarno, was Indonesian President
from 2001-2004
¥Gus Dur, is the nickname for President K. H. Abdurrachman Wahid was President from 1999-2001
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some time he has been proposing this to me. Your Government must consider this
initiative and seriousness of GAM's desire for peace. The Government has now plenty
of modality to deploy." I passed on by telephone Malik Mahmud's statement to both
the President and the Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice and Human Rights.

In fact, Malik Mahmud had already once explained this to me during the second
round of talks. At that time, public opinion in Jakarta was at its height, via the press,
demanding that the Government pressure GAM to stop demanding independence.
Malik and Zaini Abdullah said this while the three of us were by the lake's edge at the
rear of the mansion. Malik asked me to understand that the issue of the demand for
independence no longer needed to be discussed.

"Please understand, Pak Hamid, we have internal difficulties. In fact, by not raising
this issue early on, I though Pak Hamid would have understood we no longer wanted
to discuss it," said Malik. As Malik Mahmud's remarks were made outside the forum,
I did not let anyone know for fear this position could change.

On the second day of the third round of Aceh peace talks, Ahtisaari played a smart
tactic which worked well for both of us. He started the discussion with the agenda item
of facilitation of integration putting aside the matter of self-government which was very
sensitive to both camps.

Afterwards, Sofyan Djalil even offered that in the future GAM activists would be
able to join the military, the police, and become businessmen and so on, while fulfilling
all prevailing requirements and criteria. Those who wanted to remain in their villages,
such as farmers and fishermen could do so. The Government would assist them
provided these GAM activists returned to a normal peaceful lifestyle.

Sofyan explained, that funds for the rehabilitation and recon struction of Aceh
post-tsunami would amount to IDR50 trillion®, a fantastic amount to stimulate the
Aceh economy. Refering to this point, Ahtisaari endorsed the Government's position
and offer. As much as 70 per cent of the revenues required by Aceh would be returned
to

DR 50 trillion at an exchan ge rate of IDR 10,000 US$1 is about US$500 million,
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the people of Aceh as a start of the accounting. It was an excellent andfabulous offer.

Apart from explaining this economic compensation package, Ahtisaari asked me
for the umpteenth time to explain the agenda for amnesty, and at the same time outline
the future mechanics of the execution of the amnesty. This was Ahtisaari's smart tactic
to avoid GAM wanting to talk about the past.

In fact I had already explained amnesty many times previously. Because of this, |
only said that within two weeks of signing a peace agreement, all Acehnese criminals
and detainees who had been sentenced or charged for GAM activities would be released
forthwith. While GAM activists overseas would be permitted to return at the same time.

Upon hearing my explanation regarding amnesty, Malik Mahmud responded
directly. "Pak Hamid, we really do understand and believe your statements. Except we
want to stress that amnesty is not asking for forgiveness, not an acknowledgement of
sin nor regret. This is a moral and spiritual issue." Using diplomatic language 1 replied,
"Amnesty is not identical with clemency. In a substantive sense, I very well understand
Tengku Malik's explanation of his feelings on this issue."

Seeing the atmosphere had settled down, Ahtisaari straight away started on a new
agenda item, that of monitoring the agreement. This time for the first time, Ahtisaari
brought one Brigadier General Jaako Oksanen, a Finnish military area commander,
who was experienced in monitoring the implementation of agreements in various parts
of the world. For Ahtisaari, both the EU and ASEAN would have to be involved in any
future monitoring program. Without monitoring anything could happen and it was
feared that without it, it would negate the substance of any agreement. Both parties
accepted General Jaako and agreed that he should be involved in any future monitoring
institution.

After openly discussing the system and mechanism for monitoring, both sides
started to discuss concrete proposals from GAM related to economy. Ahtisaari invited
me to chair this discussion as he wanted to absent himself on other matters. Nurdin
Abdurrachman commenced
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with the sentence: "Aceh gives to Jakarta, not receives from Jakarta." He then went on
to comment that GAM had no problems with the concept of rupiah exchange rates.
However, GAM insisted that the supervision of exploration and exploitation of Aceh's
natural resource must be managed by the Acehnese themselves. "We also wish to allow
trade transactions with anyone, including foreign parties. Jakarta will only receive
reports from us, not Jakarta dictating what we must do," he said.

Also, he added that Aceh wanted to manage for themselves education and Aceh
airports®’. Apart from this, provincial cultural and sports teams sent overseas would
use the name Aceh.

For the first time, in this third round, the GAM delegation came with concrete
proposals and clear wishes. As a consequence, I explicitly expressed our appreciation
and thanks to GAM. After that my tactic was to consider education. My expectation
was that GAM would take pity if I linked this with the future of children in Aceh. |
explained that if peace was not immediately realized and the Aceh education system
overall was not fixed, then Aceh faced a dark future if they had no educated citizens.
Be informed that throughout the conflict well over 1,000 schools and madrasahs’® had
been burnt down. "The Government fully supports GAM's idea to fix up properly the
education system," [ said.

The management of natural resources presented no real problems provided they
met standards. For example, natural resources must be linked to environment because
environmental matters had both national and international standards. Regarding
management of airports was not simply a matter of maintaining buildings, grounds and
infrastructure but involved air traffic control and air safety. Because of the latter points,
I stressed, that they introduced an international parameter which required rational
discussion.

On the third day of the third round, our dialogue between the Government and
GAM continued along our established format.

Y1G AM seemed not to be interested in the harbours in the talks
*¥Madrasah is a small educational institution attached to a mosque.
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Ahtisaari intentionally absented himself so that the parties may continue to discuss
matters without him.

I opened this day's discussions by emphasizing the fact that GAM's demand for
self-government had been operating successfully in Indonesia since 1999 - meaning
regional autonomy - was not just rhetoric and was already being practised in Indonesia.
Furthermore, I added, this was not only practised at provincial level but at both regency
and city levels. Therefore regional autonomy that was now being practised in Indonesia
was far more advanced than ever imagined by GAM.

Being in the chair, | invited Nurdin Abdurrachman to give the meeting a summary
of the GAM demands. Thanks to the Almighty, Nurdin was well prepared with a
detailed listing. He proposed in the future that regional government use the term
departments e.g. Departments of Education and Culture, Law and Justice, International
Relations, Finance, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Development Planning and so
forth.

According to Nurdin, GAM also wanted Aceh representatives in the Jakarta
parliament to have veto rights over any decisions made by the parliament on any Aceh
matters. The issuing of passports and ID cards would be done in Aceh. Further central
government representative offices must display the emblem of Aceh and fly the Aceh
flag. GAM did not want to limit population movement within Aceh. Closing, Nurdin
said GAM wanted to be able to form political parties in Aceh and in this context they
wanted to exclude persons of non- Acehnese descent being eligible as candidates.

Our Government saw no pr@gems with the number of departments or their
structure because this in fact was within the authority of the provincial government.
The number of existing services depended upon the respective needs and ability of
individual provinces. What was a problem was the name or term that would be used
for these departments. The usage of the term department could be confusing,
differentiating the Acehnese one from the Jakarta ones. To add to this confusion there
were now department stores! I wisecracked, "The people will be confused with the term
department and won't be able to see the difference with a place to buy things. Because
of this, we will use the term 'service'.
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Also, the Government could accept the issue of passports and ID cards by Aceh.
Passports could be issued by every immigration office within the province of Aceh;
and similarly ID cards could be issued by every village district.’* The problem of flag
and emblem was no longer a problem as every province throughout Indonesia, even
regencies and cities now had their own flag and emblem.

My notes from the Third Round are as follows:

Third Round

First Day, 12 April 2005

9.00 am.

Meeting between Martti Ahtisaari and the Indonesian Government Delegation
Martii Ahtisaari

Welcome back. I hope that our dialogue in this third round will advance us further
then our previous rounds. A pleasing matter is that GAM have found an outside expert
to assist them. I have suggested to this Swiss government administrative law expert to
meet with you first before he meets with GAM. Beforehand Minister Awaludin can
discuss with him the substance of Indonesian law and the system. [ do not know how
you propose to explain recent developments in Indonesia.

Hamid Awaludin

Thank you President Ahtisaari for all the inconvenience we have put you and your
staff to in bridging our two sides which have been parted for three decades. We trust
you as our strong bridge which we will continually cross over. We also trust you as our
host who accommodates our every need. All of this will be recorded by history. A
history about the initiative

¥Kelurahan
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of human beings who want to give dignity to the value of human life in Aceh. It is
within this framework I place your participation, Mr President. Not merely a facilitator
who controls the traffic of differing ideas and opinions. Once again thank you.

Martii Ahtisaari
Perhaps you start by explaining the role of the Indonesian army.
Hamid Awaludin

TNI falls under the authority and command of the President of the Republic of
Indonesia. TNI follows and is obedient to every presidential order to seek and find a
peaceful solution in Aceh. Do not worry about this Mr President. I guarantee this as |
have personally witnessed President SBY giving orders to the TNI Commander that
TNI must fully observe and implement presidential decisions.

Martti Ahtisaari

I intentionally brought this matter up so that you may prepare yourself. GAM will
certainly raise this in any future discussions.

Sofyan Djalil

Recently there have been some kidnapping involving GAM. An Indonesian ship
in the Straits of Malacca was also held up by pirates demanding as much as US$50,000
as a ransom. The master of this vessel was brought before the GAM leadership. A
Japanese ship was also pirated but the master freed.

Martti Ahtisaari

There are several agenda items to which I need to draw to your attention. First,
self-government within the framework of special autonomy within the Republic of
Indonesia. Second, political participation, meaning the holding of local elections which
will be monitored. Third, the matter of a dialogue with the Acehnese people. Following
that I wish to ask you
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how many army and police casualties have there been from November last until the
end of this February? Also, I wish to ask if GAM may be permitted to bring their team
of experts into this room.

Hamid Awaludin

Provided these experts are not in a position of discussants. We do not wish to
change the number of discussants, existing format, and mechanisms. Their experts may
be admitted only to clarify and assist GAM articulate their wishes. No more than that.
We wish to stress that we are prepared to discuss anything for peace. We were already
prepared for this prior to our arrival here Mr President.

Lunch Break

During this break Ahtisaari held talks with GAM lasting well over two hours.

14.30 p.m.

Indonesian Government Delegation returns to meet with GAM

Martii Ahtisaari

This morning I propose that lunch and dinner tomorrow will be held together,
bilaterally so to speak. Please would both sides use the opportunity to exchange
information and share their thoughts. We are all here together for one reason only that
is to seek a peaceful solution. I hope there has been no change in attitude.

A critical determining factor is this concept of self-government. [ have handed out
several comparative academic studies on self-government. Those examples which are
inapplicable do not follow them but let them become a basis for consideration. Please
read them as they will become a part of our agenda. Let us now start our discussions
by inviting Minister Awaludin to give the introduction.
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Hamid Awaludin

Mr President. Permit me to say thank you to Pak Malik and Pak Zaini and their
friends from GAM for their willingness to return to these peace talks with the
Indonesian Government.

Your presence here gentlemen is not only a reflection of a strong commitment to
create peace but also a clear signal of this. May the Almighty have mercy upon us all
here.

Malik Mahmud

I have read the Koran. I also wish to express my thanks to the Indonesian
Government for their tireless efforts to achieve peace. We were very appreciative of
the number of international calls made from Jakarta to us in Sweden preparatory to this
round. Pak Hamid we really appreciate your efforts to maintain communications
throughout this period. Also, Pak Farid thanks too. We trust Jakarta will achieve a
continuing peace in Aceh.

We are extremely concerned about future misunderstandings. Apart from the
problem of the Acehnese people's suffering, we are also concerned about escalating
military operations there which give the strong impression that Indonesia is not being
sincere at all. We request a ceasefire. Students, the press, and the international
community also demand there be a ceasefire in the field. We do not wish to hear
statements that our members continue to be jailed or detained by the Indonesian
Government.

Hamid Awaludin

It's best we focus our talks upon the main agenda. Repeated discussions are not
productive and only review matters which we have already discussed. All of those
points raised by Tengku Malik will be resolved by themselves when we sign a peace
agreement. The matters in front of us at this table are the ones we will resolve.

Martii Ahtisaari

It is best if we now embark on a substantive discussion of the agenda item of self-
government. Please GAM start this as you were brought the subject up for this agenda.
ones who
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Nurdin Abdurrahman

For all of us here we wish to see proposals which require the passage of a new law
for Aceh. It would be best if we formed a special committee consisting of experts to
write a new draft law.

Nur Djuli

We must record all of it and write it down. We cannot continue these talks until
we have this.

Hamid Awaludin

I feel our discussion this time is getting us no where; meaning our dialogue will
discuss these matters which you raise in due course. Your wishes cannot always
become a pre-condition for continuing these talks. This logic is upside down. In fact
this is what we are discussing in this dialogue; but not to continue the dialogue if this
is not yet in place.

Martii Ahtisaari

I think Minister Awaludin's logic here is correct. You cannot talk like that just
wanting to form a special team of experts. What we need now is to evaluate the laws
which govern Aceh today. All of you do not need a team of experts. We have already
plenty of experts. I no longer know how we are going to go forward if you are going to
be like this. Let us try and assess where the difficulties in developing Aceh under
existing legislation are. This is the point we must focus upon.

Nur Djuli

There are several matters which disappoint us with these existing laws. In
themselves these laws contain many problems. We did once upon a time have our own
system of laws.

Malik Mahmud

On the matter of self-government, we want laws for us Acehnese made by us
Acehnese; not made by another party.
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Nur Djuli

We have already said too much on this issue. The existing legislation in no way
represents the aspirations of the Acehnese people. Syariah law is not aspired to by us.
Remember, Syamsuddin Mahmud and Gozali left the meeting room over this point.

Martii Ahtisaari

The process of making modern laws must be based upon the mechanisms of
representation. There is always a division of labour between the central government
and the provincial government. Our thinking must be from this point of view and not
purely from a legalistic point of view.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

Our understanding is that today our discussion will be about self government
where law is a central part of that.

Martii Ahtisaari

We need to make a clarification here. What really do we intend the rules of the
game to be? Legal substance or its implementation in the field?

Bachtiar Abdullah

Why don't we start with comparisons of what we already have? We no longer have
a legal expert as Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba is no longer with us, killed by the tsunami. Let
us now just take a snap shot of the prevailing conditions in Aceh and start by discussing
an agenda of security regulation, escalation of military operations and cessation of
armed conflict.

Martti Ahtisaari

What is the probability that we all have the same view? It is not possible to talk
about other things, such as a monitoring system before
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we have agreement and have signed the peace accord. Our starting point must be from
that sort of perspective.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

We must have before anything else on to other matters. Show us good intent! cease
fire before we can move

Nur Djuli

Show the world you have done something! If we continue like this there will be
no progress in anything we do.

Hamid Awaludin

I reject such a view. Whoever said we were not progressing in in our dialogue?
Why did you come to this third round if you felt we were not getting anywhere? All of
Indonesia and the world have witnessed our progress so far. You will be making a grave
error if you disavow all of this.

Who is it who really does not want to advance these talks? Did we not agree in the
very beginning that our discussions would proceed without the precondition of a
cessation of armed conflict? Wasn't our motivation from the very beginning that we
would deal with the problem as a whole, completely and with dignity for all sides?
There is no cease fire. This will happened when we both sign a peace agreement. Come
let us appreciate the consensus we have built so far. Come let us all appreciate the
initiatives we have taken so far. Do not deny this!

Martti Ahtisaari

So what is it that GAM is proposing? We must start with the discussion points.
Don't always take a step backwards. Come in here with positive and constructive ideas.

Sofyan Djalil

Why is it that the Aceh Law cannot be implemented? Is is because we have a
contflict? Our constitution has in a very short time been amended
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three or four times. We already have in place regional autonomy and special autonomy.
Martti Ahtisaari

The most complex problem is self-government. I am very sympathetic towards
you, GAM, as you do no longer have your legal expert. Because of this I request you
to take advantage of this forum to discuss the legislative issues associated with regional
government. Let's take our coffee and tea break and reconvene at 4.30 p.m.

1630 hrs After Coffee Break

Martti Ahtisaari

I would like to invite the Government delegation to commence with this
discussion.

Hamid Awaludin

We will straight away start with the implementation of elections for
Regents/Mayors and Governor. This is a big jump in the political system and leadership
recruitment in the provinces. Now, the citizens predominate in determining who their
leaders are.

Nur Djuli
What happens if the laws all of a sudden change again?
Hamid Awaludin

Our Constitution has already opened a pathway on this matter. This is the highest
law. No laws can overturn the Constitution. What else do you want?

Sofyan Djalil

Indonesia had changed greatly since 1999.
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Pudja

In the context of democracy, it is not fair if you compare the past with the present.
Now we are consolidating our democracy.

Hamid Awaludin

The idea and demand for a direct election system is not demanded from above by
the government or the parliament but demanded from below by the people, the
electorate. I was personally directly involved in this process when I was a member of
the General Election Committee.

Martti Ahtisaari
I think the Government's explanation is good.
Nurdin Abdurrahman

Thank you very much for this explanation. Let us look at the background to the
Indonesian Constitution. Sukarno ignored the Constitution like in 1959%°. This could
occur again in the future. The Aceh Law was borne in a climate of conflict. We cannot
accept it. Why is it that you do not want to have the people determine their destiny?

Hamid Awaludin

Once again it appears that you do not wish to go forward in our discussions. The
irony is that you feel it is us who do not wish to make progress. Y our pattern of thinking
is that the past is too far in the background. You who have been educated overseas have
witnessed in full or in parfghe fundamental changes in parts of the world, especially in
the growth of democracy and human rights. Indonesia is too a part of that worldwide
fundamental change. It is unjust if the Sukarno period is used as basis for comparison.
For sure, at that time, the world had not changed. Today it is a very different world we
live in.

“OThis was when President Sukarno introduced his Guided Democracy concept of government and
dissolved the parliament in 1959.
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Martti Ahtisaari

There is not even one government in the world that would give a guarantee that
they would not ever amend their constitution. Constitutional changes are changes
brought about by domestic and international dynamics. Your continual repeating of
your past history will not help solve our problem. Why does it appear that you do no
want to listen to Minister Awaludin and Minister Djalil that Indonesian has made
spectacular changes with democracy? I do not know what I have to do to make clear
this to you if your attitude continues like this.

Nur Djuli

Malaysia has four kings who are untouchable.
Martti Ahtisaari

Indonesia is not a kingdom.
Hamid Awaludin

Are you talking about democracy? Our Constitution provides a fertile ground for
guaranteeing the practice of democracy. Indonesia today probably has the highest
degree of press freedom in the world. Direct presidential elections have started and
brought forth SBY and JK as our leaders. This is a first in the history of our Republic.
Freedom of expression in Indonesia is No 1. The people elect their parliamentary
representatives to make their Constitution. This is the way of a modern state and its
people to make their constitution. The people have full sovereignty to choose the
system and mechanism of government and politics according to their wishes. So what
is your problem with Indonesia now? From the perspective of democracy what are your
dreams and your demands?

Martti Ahtisaari

Please try to focus on the main discussion. Indonesia has changed a lot. Now the
Constitution is very good. What is most important is that there are no obstacles to
regional autonomy.
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Sofyan Djalil

Every person has access to participate in politics, including GAM, once we have
settled this conflict. As well GAM will be able to put up candidates for election. We
have already plurality in matters of ethnicity, tribe, language, religion and so forth. All
of these are the elements which re-enforce the conduct of our democracy.

Martti Ahtisaari

What is it that GAM is really proposing? Is it that you want to revisit and enter
the arena of election of regional heads or is it another position

Malik Mahmud

Thank you Indonesian delegates. Certainly, the Constitution has been amended
several times and that fact is acceptable to us. There is no opposition to this from our
side. What we wish for is an acknowledgement that there will be a special election in
Aceh and the formation of self government or whatever we term it. The government of
Aceh will be a government which is elected directly by the people of Aceh. We have
no intention of contesting this coming election.

Jusuf Kalla, Mega, Gus Dur have all said Aceh can ask for anything except
independence. Because of this, we have never wanted to talk about independence from
the very beginning of these talks until now. What we require and demand are the main
principles behind this thinking. We do not need to discuss this in any detail now. For
sure we will need time to discuss this. We will need a number of experts to assist us.
We need time. Pak Hamid, can we still consult with you outside this forum if we require
a response?

Hamid Awaludin

From the very start until now and into the future, I will always be open and
prepared to meet with you here or outside.

Sofyan Djalil

I thoroughly agree with Pak Malik that what we discuss here are the main
principles. Detailed discussions can follow later.
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Martti Ahtisaari

I think we have discussed things long enough for today. It is now 18.30. We can
continue this tomorrow morning. Have a good rest.

That night Hamid Awaludin, Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah, Farid Husein and
Juha Christensen met at the Hotel Radisson.

Second Day, 13 May 2005

Martti Ahtisaari

Welcome back here. Before we discuss self-government, let us first concentrate on
facilitation of integration. Who wants to lead?

Hamid Awaludin
We think Pak Sofyan Djalil.
Sofyan Djalil

In the beginning we agreed that it GAM activists wished to return to a normal life
they could so. They could also serve in the armed forces, the police and become
businessmen and so on. We can facilitate all of those wishes. Those who wish to remain
in their villages as farmers and fishermen can do so. We can facilitate all of them. The
overriding principle is that they can live a normal life. We can discuss this further to
prevent social envy arising now or in the future.

As you already know, about IDRS50 trillion has been allocated for post-tsunami
rehabilitation and reconstruction. The allocation of taxes we can discuss further on.

Nur Djua
1
The fact is that many Acehnese want to work at Exxon, but not one of us Acehnese
who have been made manager there. Aceh must control their natural resources.
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Martti Ahtisaari

I think that the number of 70 percent which you have now is a good basis to start
your calculations. Before you start on the agenda item of political participation, you
will both require considerable preparation. You will need land that is clearly defined
for the people. Both of you need to have the same understanding of local election
requirements. Don't allow differing interpretations to arise in the future. Are there still
other comments? Is it best if we now move on to the topic of amnesty as a start to
turning on the tap of political participation? For certain Minister Awaludin has
jurisdiction here. Please.......

Hamid Awaludin

Our position from the very beginning has been clear. Thus, from the sequence of
implementation, amnesty is a matter which we will implement first up when we have
agreed to sign a peace agreement. Amnesty will be the first breath we take before
anything else. We offer that at the latest, two weeks after signing our peace agreement,
we will release all GAM prisoners and detainees who fulfil the criteria, that is that their
activities were directly linked to GAM's political struggle. Robbery, murder,
kidnapping, illegal possession of weapons which have no link whatsoever to the CAM
political struggle will not be categorized as persons who will be granted amnesty.

GAM activists outside prison walls and those outside of Indonesia will also be
embraced by this amnesty. They will, in the eyes of the law, return as our full citizens
and there will be no further problems. Their rights will be fully restored and be just like
the rest of our citizens who have never been involved with GAM.

The mechanism is straight forward enough. The President heard the parliament
decision regarding this presidential decree. [, as Minister, under whom these specific
community issues fall, will implement the technical aspects of the decree. For certain
this will require a number of administrative conditions, for example registration for
future consideration. This entails identity and the existence of the person and their
family. That is but a brief sketch of amnesty. Mr President, we are ready to do this. We
have a long history of granting amnesty. Because of this, we have the expertise and the
knowledge to do so.
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Malik Mahmud

Thank you, Pak Hamid. We have thoroughly understood your explanation. I wish
to explain one thing that amnesty is not an act of asking for forgiveness, or
acknowledgment or regret. This involves a moral and spiritual aspect.

Hamid Awaludin

Amnesty is not identical with clemency. From a substantive point, I fully
understand your feelings, Pak Malik Mahmud.

Martti Ahtisaari
However, as from now there can be no further arbitrary arrests.
Hamid Awaludin
Arbitrary arrest is strictly forbidden. This is not the era for that sort of stuff.
Nur Djuli
I hear that human rights violations will not benefit from this.
Martti Ahtisaari
We shall see.
Zaini Abdullah

There have been many cases of human rights violations in Aceh. We want an
international court to try these perpetrators.

Martti Ahtisaari

This is a difficult issue. You yourself did not experience this? We etter take a had
coffee break. Could I see you Minister Awaludin on the second floor beforehand? I
wish to ask you something.
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10.30. a.m.

Presentation regarding Regional Regulations by Brigadier General Jaako
Oksanen, Finnish Military Area Commander who has been a member of a UN
team of military experts.

Martti Ahtisaari

Allow me to introduce General Jaako. He is well experienced in regional peace
keeping operations. I know him well. His international reputation is high for handling
matters like Aceh in the near future. [ hope that there will be discussions with ASEAN
apart from EU, as ASEAN is more familiar with the problem than the others. I know
that the EU has a special committee to handle matters like this. A person from ASEAN
must head any proposed team. This is not to internationalise the Aceh problem.
Absolutely not! Police will be able to cooperate with civil authorities to resolve this.

Shadia Marhaban
1,500 personnel will be insufficient to meet all the demands throughout Aceh.
Bachtiar Abdullah
Can we get a copy of this plan?
Martti Ahtisaari
For sure you can.
General Jaako
These monitors will have to be identified with their own uniform.
Martti Ahtisaari

I have a security issue that is bigger than our presentation today.
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Zaini Abdullah

After COHA military operations started they were not happy because there were
foreigners in Aceh.

Martti Ahtisaari

Your concern here is quite valid. The issue before us now is how to free the
Acehnese community from such pressure. How about the actions of the police and
TNI? Making peace is an extremely risky business. We have now two important agenda
items. I suggest that the two delegation leaders meet first to discuss these before
bringing it to the forum.

If I am not wrong, all the non-organic TNI and police forces will in the future
leave. The question is how will this be done? How then will the organic TNI and police
keep and maintain the peace? Afterwards, we will discuss decommissioning. Any
comments on this?

Bachtiar Abdullah
Apart from the cease-fire, we need to discuss security arrangements.
Martti Ahtisaari

I hope our understanding by all of us would be that at the end of these talks here,
formal discussion about the cease-fire would be a matter which really occured outside
of this agenda.

Bachtiar Abdullah
May we speak directly with the Government delegation on this point?
Martti Ahtisaari

There are no further discussions on the cease-fire here. You understand that? If the
cease-fire fails yet again, then everything we have discussed here from the very
beginning up to now will automatically collapse.
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Hamid Awaludin

We can defer local elections till sometime after we have peace in Aceh.
Sofyan Djalil

We can cooperate closely over this matter.
Martti Ahtisaari

Now itis lunchtime. Please enjoy the food that has been prepared for you. Minister
Awaludin and Pak Malik, after lunch I would like to take a walk with you both around
the lake. In the afternoon we will meet only briefly.

3.30 p.m.

Discussions about Economic Arrangements

This meeting was only between the Government delegation and GAM

Hamid Awaludin

We will now discuss without our facilitator, Mr Martti Ahtisaari. We are ready.
Please could the GAM delegation lead off.

Nurdin Abdurrachman.

There are sqggpral matters which require my elaboration here on the subject of
revenue sharing. Here I want to stress that it is Aceh that gives to Jakarta not receives
from Aceh. It is the same on the matter of tax. On the matter of supervision of our
natural resources, Aceh must have this authority in future to manage this. We also need
the right to allocate our natural resources, including annual grants of concessions,
annual exploration and exploitation programs, and to whom they are granted.. Also we
need the authority to determine and supervise loan activities and transactions including
foreign ones and their associated agreements.
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1
Jakarta will only receive periodical reporting.gceh must have the authority to manage
and administer its own land and resources. Similarly, this should apply to water
resource management and conservation.

Later, with the administration of education, this will include as well regulation of
Acehnese children seeking education abroad. We need to coordinate this with overseas
parties.

The control and management of airports is also one of our demands. With regard
to auditing these operations, we alone will appoint the auditors.

Cultural and sporting teams appearing or competing overseas will use the name
Aceh.

Malik Mahmud

Pak Hamid. I would like to speak a bit.
Hamid Awaludin

Please go ahead, Tengku Malik.
Malik Mahmud

With regard to trade potential, the regulations for airports and harbours must be
the responsibility of any Aceh Government.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

Project tenders including work force regulations also must be under Acehnese
control..

Shadia Marhaban
Tourism as well.
Hamid Awaludin

This is good. You have stated ething that is concrete and not just going around and
around in semantics. Thank you for your thoughts on education. This is important
because Acehnese children have been
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left way behind because their schools were burned down. Regarding the management
of natural resources, there is no problem, provided they fulfil standards. Natural
resources are linked to environmental problems which must meet both national and
international standards. It is the same with airports. It is not simply a matter of
maintaining infrastructure. More than that there are international standards to be
followed such as safety. Today we live in an international community. We have to look
at this in a rational manner. | think my explanation is clear enough because my brother,
Bachtiar Abdullah had indicated by his approving nods full comprehension of what I
have just said.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

The allocation of funds from the central government to Aceh must be investigated
to see where these funds go. Also, there must be a retroactive principle here.

Former political prisoners are to be given work. There must be compensation for
damage to both private and public property which occurred during military operations
from 1998 onwards. Civilian members of our community who have lost members of
their family must be granted pensions. There must also be guarantees of employment.
Financial compensation for GAM rebels and those charged with political crimes must
be readied. GAM commanders are not to be given any priority. We have our own style
to overcome these sorts of problems.

Sofyan Djalil

On the matter of audits, we have no problem here. The problem of providing
employment for criminals and political detainees, requires some better terminology
because this is very sensitive for other members of the community. We must be
particularly careful with any community members who were victims. All of this can
only open a Pandora's Box.

Malik Mahmud

Those who lost family members, the living too, must be taken into account. We
must help all of them. This is of course linked to human rights abuses.
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Nur Djuli

We are discussing the economic problems and human rights here. There must be
another way to settle this human rights issue.

Hamid Awaludin

I think time is running out on us. We have already heard your input and you ours.
We will now invite President Ahtisaari to return to our meeting before we close for the
day.

Martti Ahtisaari

It is my understanding that both sides have held direct discussions. I really
appreciate this. You paid considerable attention to economic matters. Tomorrow, let us
endeavour to discuss security arrangements. Until tomorrow!

Zaini Abdullah

What is the format tomorrow? Continue just like we did or will the facilitator be
present?

Hamid Awaludin

We will see what happens tomorrow.

Day Three, 15 May 2005

10.00 a.m.

This meeting was conducted directly between the respective parties without our
facilitator.

Hamid Awaludin

Welcome to ing table. We are refreshed after our rest. Probably Dr Farid is the
only one not rested while prowling around every corner of Helsinki last night.
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Permit me to commence our talks by saying that the authorities you mentioned
yesterday can be done but with the annotation that there are several points which will
have to submit to both national and international regulations. This is because it involves
standards. The term self-government which you use has in fact been in use since 1999,
namely regional autonomy; even so, what you imagine is provincial autonomy. Now
in Indonesia, regional autonomy is practiced down at regency and city levels. Thus, a
far deeper involvement with the community. Please if you wish to start do so.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

After we thought about it, we would characterise the government of Aceh as 'the
self-governing territory of Aceh'

Martti Ahtisaari
This is just semantics.
Nurdin Abdurrachman

We have a sort of cabinet in our government which consists of a number of
departments, for example:

e Education and Culture

e Investment

e Law and Justice

e Human Rights

e International Relations

e Finance

e Agriculture/Animal Husbandry
e Development Planning

e Culture and Tourism

That is roughly our format. It could be said this is our regional cabinet. Self-
governing has its own constitution and must be entered in and guaranteed by the
Indonesian Constitution as an entity with the federation of the Republic of Indonesia.
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Acehnese representatives in the legislature will have the power toveto any
legislation relating to Aceh made by the Parliament in Jakarta.

Other matters on international matters did not come into our discussion yesterday.
Also we did not discuss defence matters. We require acknowledgement that Indonesian
sovereignty neighbouring Aceh, outside the 20 nautical mile limit will fall within the
territory of Aceh.

We wish to have a passport for Acehnese for use within Aceh. Linked to this are
regulations regarding Acehnese citizenship which we need to discuss, ID cards will be
issued to all Acehnese citizens by a self-governing Aceh.

Representative offices of the Jakarta government will be required to display the
Aceh logo and fly the Aceh flag within the self-governing area and overseas.

Also, we wish to limit the numbers of people coming to Aceh.

Regarding laws related to local elections, we have included that there are local
political parties. Also, here we must explain the local elections mechanism for electing
the governor and the Wali*' of Aceh. Additionally, these local elections must be
implemented by an acceptable international body. And finally, persons who are not of
Acehnese descent would be ineligible to stand as candidates.

Hamid Awaludin

In fact, I was expecting far more demands from you than this. I wish to start my
comments on your last point. In our talks GAM has continually spoken of the principles
of human rights. Your proposal that those who aren't of Acehnese descent cannot
participate in an election. This really violates these principles of human rights. Also,
this proposal of yours contradicts your other proposal that there should be no limits
placed on population movements.

On ID cards, population administration, and organisational structure we foresee no
problems. Aceh can do this administratively. It is imperative we discuss the
terminology. This involves some sensitivity. For example is it better if we use
Education and Culture Service compared with the

#'Weli Nanggroe Aceh is a symbolic position, elected by a council of Acehnese elders, to protect and
preserve Acehnese culture and traditions and as well serve as "an unifier of society" in much the same
way as the Sultan of Jogyakarta does.
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Department of Education and Culture? If the term department is used there will be
confusion as to whether this means the department in Jakarta. Further, here in Aceh
many department stores have sprung up. People will have problems differentiating
them. This decision is quite important to make it clear.

The implementation of local elections under foreign supervision we can discuss
later on. Last year we had direct legislative and executive elections. Tens of
international organisations monitored these elections from start to finish. They were
unanimously of the opinion that these elections were very honest, fair, peaceful, open,
free and responsible. Who implemented them that time? We did not employ some
international organisation. If we ourselves organised these elections receiving inter
ational praise, why should we hand it over to some international body. This in a way
would mean we despise ourselves.

Turning to passports, please give them directly to our immigration office in Aceh.
There is no problem. Because passports are a state document, they must be printed by
the state printers. It is the same as money. The problem of self-government will be
linked to the UN in the future. Together with this, it is necessary that [ remind you that
Indonesia is a unitary state in the form of a republic. In brief, we really do not have a
problem provided it does not conflict with the Constitution. Changing the Constitution,
apart from taking time, it is extremely difficult and complex.

Meanwhile, we can no longer delay peace in Aceh. Statistically, one day's delay
in signing our peace agreement means we have caused an average 4.6 persons to die.
They will have died because of violence. Furthermore, the economic recession which
Aceh has experienced will continue as development will not occur because of this
continuing conflict. There are as well consequences for education of our children with
the educational infrastructure being smashed and burnt. In the future there will be no
educated Acehnese. For further comment I respectfully now ask my colleague Pak
Sofyan make some remarks

Sofyan Djalil

Thank you Pak Hamid. I wish to say that constitutional change at the moment is
very difficult as we have amended the Constitution four times
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in four years. Largely, this was due to the momentum of reformation.*? I think Pak
Hamid's idea to use the Constitutional Court is to be taken seriously. On the matter of
Acehnese representatives in parliament, that is the provincial parliament*’. This
institution functions to balance local aspirations against nation interests in Jakarta.
Regarding the provincial symbol, this is not a problem.

Hamid Awaludin

Thank you Pak Sofyan. The GAM proposals just put forward are very good. May
I now propose something to our GAM friends? In the community's interest, it would
be best if you insert something about a general health institution. So far this has not
been reflected. There must be in Aceh a service that seriously takes control of public
health issues there.

Zaini Abdullah
Thank you Pak Hamid for that proposal - a good idea. We agree to include this.
Sofyan Djalil

I remind you that it is preferable if GAM demands are not exclusive as perhaps in
the future there may be demands for regencies and cities to secede from the province.

Nur Djuli

The idea of federation which we put forward is not the same as the federation a la
United Kingdom. The governing territory is not like what the UN has in mind. In future
we do not wish to become allergic to constitutional changes. From our side, the
formation of local political parties is our final demand to prevent the flooding of the
province by

*Reformation refers to the period after the fall of President Soeharto where there was arapid blossoming
of many of the elements of democracy.
“Dewan Perwakilan Daerah (DPD)




178 PEACE IN ACEH

other parties. There is no need to concern yourself with our ability to do this as we have
our own way of working, different from yours.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

We have our own genealogy.
Sofyan Djalil

Changing the constitution at the moment would still be difficult.
Hamid Awaludin

Let's now take a break for coffee and tea. And come back at 12.30, yes?

12.30 (After coffee break)

This Session is where GAM submits its written proposals to the Indonesian
Government Delegation

Hamid Awaludin

We have received your written proposal. We will study it as quickly as possible
and directly give you our response. It is best we adjourn and rest and continue our
dialogue tomorrow morning.

Fourth Day, 15 May 2005
10.00 a.m.

This fourth day is a bilateral meeting between the Government Delegation and
GAM

Hamid Awaludin

Gentlemen. Now we will recommence our dialogue. We have already studied your
written proposal which you submitted yesterday. Our
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overall response is this working paper hopefully answers all of GAM's questions and
positions on political participation, local elections and amnesty.

Malik Mahmud

We will require some time to study this. I hope that Government will not
immediately demand answers.

Hamid Awaludin

This is only a working paper. There is no need for you to respond hurriedly or
immediately. We will be doing the same.

Fifth Day, Saturday 16 May 2005

11.00 a.m.

Martti Ahtisaari

After checking my schedule, I ask you to return here on 26 May 2005. If this is
unacceptable, then I suggest 11 July 2005. Or I will inform you when it would be
suitable. The problem is I am extremely busy with other matters which I must tackle.

We will meet briefly today and I want to make a couple of points. Both delegations
will have lunch together at the same table. | have already suggested the next meeting
take place on 16 May 2005 to 31 May 2005. You have about ten days to prepare
yourselves for this. One of my expectations of you, prior to TNI and police
withdrawals, is that we must discuss in detail the monitoring system. Only that. I do
not wish to take any more of your valuable time. Now I invite each delegation leaders
to make their closing remarks.

Malik Mahmud

I am compelled to acknowledge we have discussed many matters and have made
considerable progress. But there remain yet many more topics to address. Please
convince us all, we have all have the same aim that is
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to bring peace to Aceh. The people of Aceh have for long suffered from this ongoing
conflict. I myself have convinced my people that we are in these talks for all Acehnese.
I hope you also understand our predicament. In fact there is a clear point of agreement
between both of us. I have had the opportunity to talk at length with Pak Hamid and
Pak Zaini Abdullah outside while strolling around the lake there. [ have noted there is
not one subject we cannot discuss. Nothing is sacred. Safe trip back to Jakarta, and God
willing, this afternoon we shall all be headed to our respective homes. Once again, our
thanks to President Ahtisaari who wisely brought us both to sit together to discuss peace
in Aceh. Safe trip!

Hamid Awaludin

Mr President and my respected GAM friends. Step by step we have debated with
one another. We have sailed on our voyage towards peace together and expl topics far
and ide. We now mutually understand one another, and because of that, as explained
by Pak Malik, we have made significant progress.

So far all obstacles in our path to peace, slowly but surely, we have removed. We
must be grateful to the Almighty that the ice is starting to melt. Between us delegates
there are no longer any hard feelings.

Mr President, our enormous thanks to you for all the trouble we have put you to in
facilitating this mighty humanitarian mission. This is a safe anchorage for us all- a
place where we can see, feel, and decide. This is our language and our universal home.
It is the same when we are here. Thank you to the GAM delegates. To be honest, our
personal relations with the GAM leadership could not be deeper. Because of this, there
is no further need for concern for us all, each one of us.

Finally, allow me to end with a quote from Faulkner. In 1950, he was awarded the
Nobel Prize for literature. On that occasion he said, "I am convinced this prize is not
given to me but for my work. My work is no longer my property. It has become the
property of everyone." What we have achieved here in these talks is an attempt to create
a work of monumental size which will be recorded by history. It is likely we will not
be awarded any prize by anyone. But always remember our work together created a
peace for which history in posterity will award us a prize. All civilized human history
damns violence.

Safe journey, my friends!
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ROUND FOUR: THE ISSUE OF LOCAL
POLITICAL PARTIES

By the end of May 2005 winter had almost past. The Fins were welcoming a glorious
spring. The lilies in front of the Vantaa lake were in full flower, the birch trees were
soaring upwards with new green growth, no longer leafless twigs. Swans were paddling
around the lake flapping their wings to the sound of splashing water. In the midst of
Helsinki's natural beautiful surroundings, we returned with high optimism.

Like the third round, in this fourth round continued largely without the direct
mediation of Martti Ahtisaari. Of course, lobbying between the delegation leaders
continued as well as with Ahtisaari.

Really early the first day, our meeting opened first up with domestic Indonesian
issues linked to these talks. Thunderous discord emanated from Jakarta about our talks,
mainly from our parliament and some retired generals. The press gave them all wide
coverage. A number of meetings were held between the President and Vice President
with members of Parliament. Naturally, this commotion caught the attention of the
GAM delegation.

Responding to questions from the GAM delegation and Ahtisaari, [ replied, "To
these critics, we have told them that our dialogue is a very serious and sincere initiative
to save human lives. We are compelled to uphold human dignity. As a result, the
political aroma and undertones have lessened. Our platform is humanity. This well and
truly exceeds the limits of politics and issues of sensitivity."
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Sofyan Djalil had his own take and explained this uproar, saying "Our

parliamentary members are more violent than our military!

On hearing Sofyan's response about these parliamentarians, 1 added, "One
parliamentarian even gushed asking why Dr Farid Hussein, Jusuf Kalla, Hamid
Awaludin and Juha Christensen were involved in these talks. Was it because these four
all spoke Bugis? This is what they said, as though it had been a conspiracy from the
very beginning."

This brought appreciative chuckles from the other side of the peace table creating
a far more relaxed atmosphere.

In this fouripound of the Aceh peace talks a large stumbling block appeared with
GAM wanting to form a local political party - something that was from the very
beginning never on our agenda as set out by the government spokesman.

Various groups in Jakarta had already loudly focussed on this point. On numerous
occasions the government spofgsman attempted to convince GAM that we would
address this issue later if their idea of local political parties in Aceh continued to be
pressed. "The signing of a peace agreement would begneaningless if this issue of local
political parties is continually focussed upon," I said. Jusuf Kalla, and the Coordinating
Minister for Politics, Justice and Human Rights had not yet signed off on this peace
agreement.

In the middle of this uproar, I went and sat by myself. Suddenly an idea crossed
my mind which might provide a way out of this predicament. That was to convince
Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah that GAM asks for a judicial review in our
Constitutional Court of Laws regarding Political Parties..

4

My line of thinking was this: The Laws regarding Political Parties regulated the
conditions for the formation of political parties on a national basis. This meant the
form, attitude and structure of political parties were arranged nationally. Consequently,
this conﬂictec‘mith Article 22E Para (3) of our Constitution which states that the
electors select members of the national Parliament and Provincial Parliaments through

the political parties.

This constitutional explanation above does not expressly prohibit the formation of
local political parties. At the same time the Laws
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regarding Political Parties which regulate the structure, organisation, mechanisms and
regulations for formation of political parties, are all aimed at national parties.
Consequently, there is not the slightest opening for local parties. So, I planned to ask
GAM to examine the legality of Laws regarding Political Parties in relation to our
Constitution.

In a perplexing spot like this, | telephoned the Head of the Constitutional Court
Prof Dr Bagir Manan. For Manan there was no problem with these local parties as there
was no explicit prohibition in our Constitution. The only problem was political
sensitivity which could go anywhere. "Is the Government brave enough to go against
public opinion? That is the problem," said Bagir.

In my assessment which I considered well thought out, I put my idea to the Vice
President by phone. His response was very positive. "All of this you can do so do it,
provided it does not violate our Constitution. What is important above all is how to get
our brothers in Aceh to stop fighting," said the VP. After this call, I informed Ahtisaari
of mgginitiative which he immediately welcomed and suggested a three-way meeting
with Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah, and myself.

To the three of us Ahtisaari said "I have just had a lengthy discussion with Minister
Awaludin. I am very concerned about the issue of local political parties. I have a hunch
that this will become a stumbling block in our talks. Minister Awaludin's idea to get
around this is to have a judicial review which you need to think carefully about. This
could be an effective and speedy vehicle to resolve this problem." Afterwards,
Ahtisaari asked me to explain how this would be done in the Constitutional Court.

I was quite brief explaining this. Every person, either as an individual or as a group,
if they felt disadvantaged by any laws and which they further felt were unconstitutional
could submit a request for a review to the Constitutional Court. The person or the group
which submitted the review application had to be the person or group directly effected
by this law. The applicant or applicants could not use legal counsel.
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For sure, our GAM friends would feel that the Government would impose upon
the Constitutional Court judges to defeat any such application. I managed to reduce this
concern for them by mentioning that such imposition was improbable as I knew all the
nine judges of this court could be categorized as 'the untouchable men'. Further a
number of constructional cases brought before this court by the government had been
lost by the government themselves.

On hearing my explanation, Malik Mahmud said, "Both of us trust you Pak Hamid
to resolve the Aceh problem in full with no political agenda at the back of your mind.
Dr Zaini and I now know your character, Pak Hamid."

Ahtisaari added, "I think you have to be very open with one another on this matter.
Also, I said to Minister Awaludin that he should put his feet in GAM's shoes. Don't put
your feet in your own shoes. This will make you one-sided. I am very clear on this.
You have already granted amnesty with all its consequences, GAM can now be
politically active with the same rights as other citizens. The problem is what vehicle
are they going to use? GAM do not wish to use just any other vehicle. Additionally,
GAM is not attracted to any national party. This too must be considered."

Following this meeting, I met with Sofyan Djalil privately. We reviewed all of this
discussion along with my impression that Ahtisaari would probably support the GAM
demand to form local political parties. Sofyan Djalil asked me to try and persuade
GAM to consider seriously the idea of a judicial review in the Constitutional Court. "If
we can convince GAM on this Pak Hamid, then it will turn out for the best. Both sides
can claim a win. In the future no one will feel they lost on this point," said Sofyan
Djalil.

Furthermore, this idea of a judicial review disappeared just like that despite the
fact that I had sent a written proposal to Malik Mahmud about this judical review. It
seemed as though GAM has lost enthusiasm for this approach to the Constitutional
Court. Later on Malik Mahmud admitted that this constructive proposal would in the
future become a problem when later reorganisation and upgrading occurred within
GAM itself. "It will really make its own problems for us in the future," explained Malik
Mahmud. GAM understandably
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worried that what would happen if the Constitutional Court did not grant their request.

Another matter which arose during this round of talks was that for the first time
Pieter Feith from the EU came to our peace table. Ahtisaari had move fast to prepare
for our impending peace agreement. Prior to Feith joining our dialogue, Ahtisaari asked
me to meet with him in private. "Minister Awaludin, all my thoughts, and attention,
and if necessary all my muscles, will be used to achieve peace in Aceh. I will wager
everything on this. I am convinced we will sign a peace agreement with GAM. Believe
me!" he said.

He went on "Please inform your President and Vice President that we will have a
peace agreement in the near future. Consequently, I have to prepare a peace monitoring
system for every peace agreement must have a monitoring system to check who is
breaking the peace agreement and observe its implementation. That is the reason why
today I specifically invited Pieter Feith here as he will head the EU team which will
monitor our peace agreement. I hope the Indonesian Go vernment delegation
understands my thought process. GAM have no problems with this idea." Here
Abhtisaari's voice was convincingly firm.

I replied, "We too have no problems with this."

By this tactic of convincing each party beforehand, the meeting with Pieter Feith
with the GAM and Government delegations was already settled beforehand.
Additionally, Ahtisaari demanded that all members of the monitoring team for the EU
and from ASEAN be granted diplomatic immunity by the Indonesian Government.

Both parties happily agreed to this monitoring process, including the involvement
of the EU and ASEAN. In this first meeting, Pieter Feith felt he had few problems with
either the Government or GAM; and both sides urged Feith to ready immediately his
work plan. Sofyan Djalil reminded us all that any international agenda or initiative must
be constantly resisted. Feith responded by asking if his proposal would have to be
approved by both sides.

Regarding this Feith explained his position that the EU was not an NGO. For the
future success of his mission, he highlighted the importance of cooperation with TNI.
"We only want success. Failure is far too high a price for us," he said.
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I explained that the reason Feith wanted an explanation about military cooperation
in implementing the impending peace agreement was an underlying concern that TNI
would not fully support our peace agreement. It was utterly improbable that TNI would
oppose this. The problem was while this conflict continued many TNI members would
be killed or wounded. "Is there a military commander that would want to lose any of
his troops". I said reciting the words of the TNI Commander General Endrianto.

In this fourth round, GAM supported by Ahtisaari, asked me if [ would permit
Damien Kingsbury to join this one session. He would only articulate GAM's wish about
the term self-governing. For me there was no problem as long as his presence smoothed
the way forward to peace. I agreed.

The attitude of others in my team was different. For example Usman Basya
strongly opposed Kingsbury's presence but did not prevent me from continuing the
peace talks. As a way out, Usman Basya requested my permission not to attend this
meeting joined by Kingsbury. I agreed and very much appreciated my colleagues
honesty and principles.

Thursday, 26 May 2005

9.30 a.m.

Meeting between Ahtisaari and the Indonesian Delegation

Martti Ahtisaari

Thank you again for coming to this fourth round in our dialogue. I note that
Minister Awaludin is looking very fresh this morning. I think it is best we commence
our agenda today by discussing the matter of political participation. GAM needs first
to discuss this internally before opening a bilateral discussion with you. Until now we
have not received any decision from the EU. However, [ am convinced that it is best
we take advantage of both the institutions of the EU and ASEAN. I have already
discussed this with your President and Vio President and
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your military leadership when I last visited Jakarta. Thank you for all the arrangements
you made for my recent visit to Jakarta. Has there been any discussion amongst you as
to why previous peace talks failed? Let us start this by inviting Minister Awaludin to
start.

Hamid Awaludin

We have met with our Parliament and held wide ranging discussions about these
peace talks. Also, we discussed in great detail the involvement of the Crisis
Management Initiative (CMI) as facilitator. We said to our Members of Parliament that
CMI was an excellent and professional facilitator. Also, we discussed the likelihood of
the involvement of both the EU and ASEAN in guarding the future peace agreement.
Nothing was hidden from them. Even the whole world knows that we have already
completed round three of these talks. In brief, we stated that this dialogue which we
had undertaken was a serious and sincere initiative to save human lives and uphold
human dignity. This was our explanation. to our Parliamentarians. As a result we
managed to reduce some of these rising political aromas and differences. Our platform
was that of humanitarianism. This approach far exceeded any political boundaries and
other sensitive issues.

Sofyan Djalil
Our Parliamentarians are more aggressive than our military!
Hamid Awaludin

One Parliamentarian lost us totally by enquiring as to why Dr Farid, Jusuf Kalla,
Hamid Awaludin and Juha were involved in these peace talks. Was it because by
chance that the four of them spoke Bugis? This they implied had been arranged from
the very beginning.

10.30 a.m.

Meeting only between Delegation Leaders: Hamid Awaludin, Malik Mahmud,
Zaini Abdullah and Martti Ahtisaari
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Ahtisaari

Thank both of you for coming with very significant progress in hand, I have spoken
a lot with Minister Awaludin and he was able to convince me that the domestic view
in Indonesia of these talks is very positive. However there remain some strong voices,
warped and pessimistic about all of our initiative. That is to be expected. In my
experience in handling these conflicts in various places, these will always occur. Do
let this get us down. What is important is that both parties have the courage to seek a
solution to the problem we face.

Malik Mahmud

Yes, President Ahtisaari, that is so. We wish to start by expressing our thanks to
President Ahtisaari for all the trouble he has gone to benefit all of us. We are ready to
proceed with the talks and find more points of agreement. Furthermore, Minister
Awaludin has always shown a very cooperative attitude and is able to understand all of
our aspirations. On many issues, Minister Awaludin has great understanding and
patience as well as endurance. Pak Hamid, please be advised that one of my delegation,
Nurdin Abdurrachman, for sure speaks forcefully but importantly behind this he has
many personal problems. The same goes for Nur Djuli. Their manner of speaking is
like that, sort of explosive, and explains why they act like know-alls. But they are really
good hearted men. We also appreciate the attitude we hear from Minister Djalil.

Hamid Awaludin

It does not matter. Do not let this affect us in these talks bridging two wide gaps
created over many many years. We in our daily activity always come across or meet
certain situations or certain types of people like this. For me, what is important is how
we find points of agreement and points of fit. [ do not place much importance on style.

Ahtisaari

See we have no problems at all! Now I wish you both to focus your future
discussions on the concept and plan of granting amnesty. | have
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lengthy discussion with Minister Awaludin over this. What he has said to me sounds
very logical and does not require much time to implement it. Further, it is fortunate that
the release of criminals or prisoners falls under his ministry. Let us now start our
dialogue in the meeting room.

10.30 a.m.

Meeting between both Delegations and chaired by Martti Ahtisaari.

Ahtisaari

Welcome back to Helsinki. With every passing day, the eyes of the world are
increasingly focussed on us all in this room. Personally, I am extremely optimistic with
what we have so far achieved. You, both parties have your own problems. Let us start
with the agenda item of amnesty which is a speciality of Minister Awaludin. us now
hear him.

Hamid Awaludin

First of all, welcome back to our forum. For sure with every passing day the eyes
of the world are watching us all and assessing whatever we say, how we say it, and
finally, what we will agree to. All of us here, are like a town on top of hill. Everyone
can see us from below and inspect us. There is not one single spot that is out of their
focus and their inspection. Yes, we are really like a town on top of a hill.

Permit me to offer our condolences to Dr Zaini Abdullah over the demise of his
father. We looked after him well in Jakarta? Dr Farid diligently organized his treatment.

When I met President Ahtisaari at Cengkareng Airport in Jakarta on his recent visit
to Indonesia, I had to race against time as President Yudhoyono was waiting for me at
the Palace. I had been asked to announce the change in status of Aceh from a civil
emergency to civilian control. This was a signal of how serious the Government of
SBY-JK is about resolving this Aceh problem. This change of status for Aceh is 1 hope
a small rung on the ladder which would assist us ascend to the top, which is the signing
of a peace agreement.

The matter of amnesty by the Indonesian Government is an entry point, the first
rung on this ladder. This is upstream from where water
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will flow to below. Amnesty is a spring from which waters of well being and the source
of life flowed downstream. When we sign the peace agreement, in a matter of two
weeks from now, we would release all jailed and detained GAM activists. According
to our figures there are about 500 GAM activists held in several places in Java. Even
more are held in Aceh, North Sumatera and other provinces in Sumatera. [ have already
met with Tengku Usman Lampohawe, Kamaruzzaman and Amny in the Sukamiskin
prison in Bandung. They all appeared well and delighted with our news. They said
amnesty for sure had to be an early initial step.

Also, I want to tell you that when I visited one of the jails in East Java. There I
discovered a skinny young boy with piercing looks. He had been in prison for four
years and now he was 12; which meant he was arrested and imprisoned when he was
8. He was classified as a GAM rebel. All of this pointed the fact that he started to
experience the world of violence since he was 8 or may be even younger. He had no
one anymore as all his family, including his father and mother and younger siblings
had been swept away by the tsunami. He was not reluctant in any way to ask me to stop
the conflict as he was totally traumatized by the sound and smell of gunfire. He did not
want to return to Aceh because of this trauma. All he wanted to do was go back to
school. This lad was adopted by my prison head there. He was already in the status of
parole-partial liberty - and was now attending school nearby.

The point I want to make here, is I have already started visiting our prisons, met
with and identified the GAM activists in jail or wherever else they are held. I have
authorised all of this prior to any signing of a peace agreement. This will also simplify
and speed up matters once our agreement is signed. I am sure that all of this has been
reported back by them to the GAM leadership in Sweden, particularly from those in
Sukamiskin. This early chapter will readily provide us a basis of understanding for
subsequent discussions. We are ready now to commence this chapter.

Ahtisaari

Minister Awaludin, I think it is essential that you give us some sort of classification
about this amnesty.
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Sofyan Djalil

Yes, certainly we can discuss all of this. What is certain, that criminals who have
no association whatsoever with GAM's struggle we cannot release, for example
murderers or bank robbers. That's so Pak Hamid?

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, Pak Sofyan. The classification is quite clear. It only applies to GAM activists
who directly have acted with or whose actions were within the framework of GAM's
struggle. Not for any other connections. This must be clearly explained.

Ahtisaari

Yes that's the intention. All of you must discuss this further in far greater detail. I
hope Minister Awaludin has prepared a working paper on this.

Hamid Awaludin

Not only have we prepared a well argues working paper but it even have
implementation details as well.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

On this matter of the range of amnesty conditions as just explained by Pak Sofyan,
can we grant special conditions to our GAM negotiators who are now cooped up in
prison, specifically Nazar?

Hamid Awaludin

Not Nazar alone but there are others we must first attend to as well. There are even
16 who could be released almost immediately on conditional parole. [ have already met
with Nazar and his friends in East Java. For sure, they all hope we will let them out
almost immediately.

Nur Djuli

But Nazar is strictly guarded.
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Hamid Awaludin

That is a matter we can negotiate so that the term 'strict' becomes 'relaxed' and the
term 'relaxed’ becomes the term 'freed'. Like that?

Ahtisaari
What sort of criteria and standards will we apply?
Hamid Awaludin

There are two main criteria, namely leaders and activists' who are held in prison
or detained along with those outside prison walls, whether inside Indonesia or live free
outside Indonesia. From that general criterion we move to the point that only those who
were directly linked to GAM struggles shall be granted amnesty. Those who had
committed a wrong in the eyes of the law, unrelated to GAM cannot be granted
amnesty. Otherwise we will be condemned by the world including GAM for allowing
this. For example robbery, murder, bombing and terrorism. Our working paper outlines
three agenda: the scope of the amnesty, the means of granting amnesty including the
method of release, and the legal consequences.

Ahtisaari

Very convincing. If that's all, let us now discuss economic regulations. Who wants
to start this discussion? Usually Minister Djalil is the one attracted to this topic.
Please........

Sofyan Djalil

The Government had no concerns whatsoever over audit or granting financial
responsibility. However, any audit of the past presents a problem in that all our
documentation was swept away by the tsunami.

Ahtisaari

You had better take some steps immediately to prev abuse this opportunity,
especially the ownership of any land submerged by the tsunami.
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Sofyan Djalil

The Government is already doing something on this aspect.
Ahtisaari

What about tax matters?
Sofyan Djalil

10 to 90 percent. Statistics show that the central government contribution to Aceh
is far greater than Aceh's contribution to Jakarta.

Ahtisaari
We will still stick to 70 percent for Aceh as our first step of mutual trust.
Nur Djuli

Pak Sofyan just made remarks about authority and sovereignty. The number we
can negotiate over. Except, in principle, the natural resources of Aceh must be
controlled by Aceh itself, not an outside party.

Ahtisaari
We need to be careful here. We must not forget that Aceh is an part of Indonesia.
Hamid Awaludin

I think that President Ahtisaari fully understands this problem and is wise in his
attitude. In understanding the facts, we have to be more rational and realistic.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

There are two things related to economic regulation. First, Aceh must have the
authority to determine the quantum repatriated to the
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central government. Second, audit documentations lost in the tsunami must surely be
on some computer in Jakarta. It is most unlikely that they don't exist.

Hamid Awaludin

For sure you can assume this. I just would like to remind you that not all
government departments are on-line. Which means, if documents were damaged in
Aceh, there is strong possibility that Jakarta departments don't have this data? This is a
fact.

Ahtisaari

I consider it far more important to be thinking about the future than debating the
past. Consider how many people have been lost either by the conflict or by the tsunami?
I request both parties only to look at the present and the future and not saving face over
past events.

Nurdin Abdurrachman
We need some rules here.
Ahtisaari

We need some specifications from the Government on the facilities for integration.
Integration means something which far exceeds our discussion on economics. What
sort of mechanism can we use to prevent future discrimination?

Sofyan Djalil

As already explained in detail about amnesty by my colleague, Pak Hamid, we will
grant amnesty to our GAM brothers and sisters and they will have exactly the same
position as all our other citizens. They will be allowed to join the military and police
for example. We can discuss this in detail later.

Ahtisaari

I need to write this down to prevent discrimination in the future.
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Hamid Awaludin

I strongly endorse President Ahtisaari's proposal to prevent future stereotyping.
Ahtisaari

It is now lunchtime. Our kitchen had prepared polar deer, the favourite of Minister
Awaludin.
Hamid Awaludin

And tiramisu cake, as well Mr President?
Ahtisaari

We can negotiate this as we negotiate everything from morning to night. Oh, yes,
Minister Awaludin could you come to my office on the second floor before we eat?
There is something I need to discuss with you.

14.30 p.m.

Meeting between Martti Ahtisaari and delegation leaders: Malik Mahmud, Zaini
Abdullah, and Hamid Awaludin.

Ahtisaari

I have just had a lengthy private talk with Minister Awaludin. I am extremely
concerned about this agenda item on local political parties. I have a foreboding that this
will become a stumbling block. How are we going to find an acceptable solution on
this?

You must listen to Minister Awaludin's idea. Maybe this is the way out. Minister
Awaludin would you now repeat your ideas on this.

Hamid Awaludin

The idea of local political parties has blossomed and has become a concept in
Indonesia today. Except at the time of the constitutional
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amendment, we continued through the era of reformation and afterwards but the idea
has now diminished somewhat. The outcome of all these laws related to elections and
political parties in no way explicitly paved the way for local political parties. Our
constitution is not entirely explicit on this point as well. As a result, from the legal
perspective this could be a problem in the future using constitutional reasons. From a
political perspective, we are experiencing enormous political resistance in Jakarta.

Thus, it is best if a community group submits the judicial review of the Political
Party Laws so as not to give political parties any room to manoeuvre. The reason being
that in our Constitution there is an article that guarantees the right of citizens to form
associations. Except these party laws leave no space or interpretation for such local
political parties which in a way obviously conflicts with our constitutional guarantees.

Technically, this is simple. Your community group directly submits their
application for a judicial review to the Constitutional Court. For sure you will say that
the Government will conspire with the Constitutional Court to defeat this application.
On this point, I want to be emphatic that our Constitutional Court is highly independent
from the bureaucracy. There can be no intervention whatsoever. Their nine judges are
men of rock who cannot be budged or influenced. They are carved out of impervious
granite. They are really untouchable men. Additionally, there have been a number of
cases brought to the Constitutional Court which have gone against the Government and
these rulings have damaged or created further problems for the Government. In brief,
there is a solution to this problem with a clear mechanism.

Malik Mahmud

Yesterday Mr President, I held wide ranging discussions with Pak Hamid on this.
I firmly believe in his seriousness and sincerity. We both believe that Pak Hamid wants
a total solution for Aceh and has no hidden political agenda. Pak Hamid please give us
a complete written proposal. We will discuss it with our colleagues. [ am always of the
principle that there is no problem without a solution.

Zaini Abdullah

We believe Pak Hamid can find a solution to this. Furthermore so far we have got
to know one another well and trust one another.
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Hamid Awaludin

Tengku Malik and Zaini, God willing, we will find a solution to this. What is
important we remain open with one another in our ongoing discussions.

Ahtisaari

We have now heard Minister Awaludin. [ feel too you both must be extremely
open with one another. As I suggested to Minister Awaludin, put yourself in GAM
shoes. Don't just put your feet in your own shoes. That leads to partiality. I am quite
clear on this point. Amnesty once granted will have its consequences. GAM can enter
political activity just like any other Indonesian citizens. The problem is what is the
vehicle they are going to drive? GAM does not want just any old vehicle. GAM is not
drawn to national level politics. This also has to be considered,

Second Day

Friday, 27th May 2005

10.00 a.m.

Meeting between Martti Ahtisaari, Hamid Awaludin, Malik Macmud, Zaini
Abdullah and Damien Kingsbury

Ahtisaari

Yesterday we spoke about alternative mechanisms for local party po litics.
Minister Awaludin suggested the route of the Constitutional Court.

Hamid Awaludin
Yes, this is the fastest and most effective vehicle.
Kingsbury

The example of Papua is very different from Aceh. The Aceh Laws were passed
in a period of violence.
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Hamid Awaludin

I think you are very wrong. You are comparing apples with guava. If you want to
compare something properly you compare apples with apples.

Ahtisaari

First let's ask ourselves what really is the difference between special autonomy and
self-governing?

Kingsbury

Autonomy means genuine autonomy. Self-governing means the Aceh Government
is genuinely done by the Acehnese themselves. There is no intervention from the
central government. All of this will be done in the framework of a genuine democracy.

Hamid Awaludin

You are just going around in circles, fooling with words. There is no substantive
concept here. All of what you have proposed merely rotates around semantics. I had
expected you would come here with a spectacular idea for us which would make all the
difference to these peace talks and solve everything.

Ahtisaari

Let's be more realistic about the facts currently being faced by the Indonesian
Government. Once again, clearly what is the difference?

Kingsbury

Self-governing? That's all nonsense. The practice of government in Indonesia is
totalitarian, just like the Nazis.

Hamid Awaludin

Professor Kingsbury's views are utterly laughable. First you are not a party to these
negotiations. You are simply an advisor to GAM. This
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means the outcome of these talks only binds the parties to the agreement. This is an
universal formula, Professor Kingsbury. I do not wish to have to educate you anymore
on these sorts of basics. Second, you claim to be an expert but your views are certainly
not objective. What is in that head of yours? Experts are usually quite objective. What
you suggested might have been true in the past. Try and open your ears and eyes, today
Indonesia is vastly changed. There have been some very fundamental changes. Thirdly,
I also have a doctoral qualification. Apart from studying law, I also later studied
international politics. This means from the aspect of academic discipline, you do not
have any right to claim a superior truth here. It would be preferable if you do not
pretend to preach to us here. Once again, you are not a party to these negotiations. Is
that clear to you?

Ahtisaari

Once again Damien, from your response I still have not yet discovered any
significant differences in your response. There are none at all.

Juha Christensen

Now the administrative structure of the Indonesian Government has greatly
changed from the past.

Malik Mahmud

Our joint main aim is to create a beneficial atmosphere for the people of Aceh
which is special and generally for the people of Indonesia. Like that? To do this, why
don't we solve the problem by having a referendum over independence?

Ahtisaari

Maybe you speak in jest? That is a dream that you will never materialize.

Third Day, 28 May and Fourth Day, 29 May 2005

On these two days there were no continuing discussions. These days were filled
with exchanging written concepts. The Government would
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make a written offer on something to which GAM responded in writing. GAM's
responses over these two days related largely to matters of foreign policy, defence,
security, religion, monetary issues and justice.

Generally, the Government responded using Law No 32 of 2004 regarding Regional
Autonomy as a basis.

Fifth Day, 30 May 2005

Meeting between both delegations with the EU Respresentative Mr Pieter Feith.

Ahtisaari

I have known Mr Pieter Feith for a long time. He has a lengthy record of brokering
and solving problems in many places in the world. I invited him intentionally here to
discuss monitoring with all of us. Who knows that in thggnear future we all may agree
to use the services of the EU as a monitor. We do not want to force the issue. If you
desire, please give an invitation to the EU.

Should you have such an invitation, we can arrange and discuss with all the 25
countries in the EU. Afterwards we can visit Aceh and study the field situation and
make an assessment. We would require a full mandate from both sides. We will only
operate within the framework of a monitoring system agreed to by the parties. The form
of which is entirely civilian. Not a military form at all. For certain there will be several
military men included. We will absolutely need your total commitment and total
support from both of you for guarantees of their security and their freedom of
movement as agents of the EU. For certain they will require the substance of our future
agreement including detailed instructions when they are in the field. If the Government
agrees to all of this, the team must be also granted diplomatic immunity. Obviously, it
is essential that there must be an exchange of letters and documentation between the
Government and the President.

Hamid Awaludin

We for certain are headed in that direction. We will require a clear work plan from
you.
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Feith

We have to protect and maintain the momentum developed so far. We will have to
protect and be open with the people assigned to us and will have a very open attitude.
We will prepare a concept for this mission, as well as a budget and legal basis so as to
be able to perform this mission we have been given.

Sofyan Djalil

President Ahtisaari has already discussed this with us. In principle, we have no
problems with any of this. For certain, the issue of internationalizing it is extremely
sensitive.

Feith

Undoubtedly, we will have to work with TNI. We will have to rely on TNI for part
of this mission. We are not an NGO. We want success. Failure is far too expensive a
price for us.

How come GAM have suddenly changed their minds?
Hamid Awaludin

We want only to add this here in explanation. First, the new government of SBY-
JK is fully committed to resolving the Aceh problem with dignity, totally, and
permanently. Do not have any apprehension about this. Second, GAM is very realistic
on this There is no international support for them should GAM wish to abrogate our
agreement. Third, is the "Tsunami Factor". On this final point, the Government places
high importance on accelerating the process of reconstruction and rehabilitation. These
pre-conditions are the guarantee of peace in Aceh.

We have guarantees from the highest levels that TNI fully supports this peace
initiative. On two occasions I have met with our President, our Vice President, and our
Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice and Human Rights together with our TNI
ommander General Endrianto. On each occasion the President has stressed that our
peace agreement is the best way to benefit all parties. The President again stated that
TNI
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must submit to the Government's political decisions. Each time the TNI Commander
said that TNI would fully observe all government political decisions to achieve a
peaceable solution to end the Aceh conflict and all associated problems. Privately, I
met on several occasions with the TNI Commander. He always promised me that TNI
would be right behind us supporting our peace delegation.

Sofyan Djalil

There have been many changes in Indonesia all of them for the better. The widely
dispersed GAM leadership also understands this.

Ardo Dell' Arricia (one of the EU representatives)
How are you going to do all of this?
Sofyan Djalil

It will really depend on our peace agreement document. The assess ment and
evaluation of this sacred mission we will be discussing in the very near future in
Jakarta.

Feith

The Government side will have to appoint a field coordinator with whom we can
communicate clearly and easily. The main task is to ensure that the violence ends,
weapons are surrendered, GAM activists are re integrated into the community, human
rights are protected and amnesty is implemented.
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THE LAST ROUND - COMPLETE DEMANDS
TO HAND

We arrived in Helsinki without an overcoat. However the rising sun was warming the
clear Finnish sky above us. In the summer here Helsinki was surprisingly bright and
clean. Trams and buses went to and fro with their passengers wearing only light
fashions. The days felt as though they were longer but the beauty of it all could not
really be felt yet. The burden on my mind and my colleagues was so severe. We had
arrived for the final summit where all our troubles would hopefully be cleared away
and we could wrap up the talks and put them away.

The Aceh Peace Talks in this last round not much was transacted in the meeting
room but much was achieved by lobbying outside between myself, Sofyan Djalil,
Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah and of course Martti Ahtisaari. The focus in these
informal discussions was the draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Word by
word were examined, by problem simplified, and decision by decision proposed and
included in the final draft.

This fifth round of the Aceh Peace Talks was the determining round and long
awaited. Here every stalled initiative and all differences between the Government and
GAM were hammered out and eliminated and all became legitimate and acceptable so
that the MOU could be assembled and glued together. Here the divide between the
opposing camps for over thirty years could now be closed. This fifth round was the
bridge we hoped to build a bridge which joined the two initially widely separated points
of view. However, in this last round
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of our dialogue this draft MOU between the Indonesian Government. and GAM would
be initialled by their respective delegation leaders and by Martti Ahtisaari as facilitator.

It was precisely in this last round when an earlier agenda item re arose and
threatened to sink the entire talks, our hopes and our sweet dreams of success. The
problem was an overlooked and unfinalized agenda item from previous rounds. It was

again the issue of local p(&itical parties and it rapidly became critical.
14

GAM continued to demand the right to form local political par ties while the
Government only offered representation through the existing structure of national
political parties. Here, Ahtisaari's personal position was quite clear. He supported
GAM on their demand. For Ahtisaari, the formation of local political parties involved
not only identity but that of self-esteem. "Try and put your feet in GAM's shoes and
see how it feels. Don't just put your feet in your own shoes," said Ahtisaari urging us
to consider GAM predicament. Although Ahtisaari supported GAM on this issue he
was still trying to neutralize the issue.

The various arguments Sofyan Djalil and I proposed, like tactics, to try to convince
GAM of the difficulty of fulfilling their demand for local parties failed. All our
arguments did was strengthen their resolve. "We have given in on our demand for
independence and for a referendum but this time can't this one be conceded, "said Malik
Mahmud to me.

"Yes, please Pak Hamid let's quickly sign this peace agreement. Put to one side
those things which are stalling us," continued Zaini Abdullah.

"Ring and convince the VP on this. We will be able to complete it all if this issue
of local political parties can be accommodated," urged Ahtisaari in a private meeting
with me.

In this tense atmosphere, Sofyan Djalil and I consulted with Jakarta by telephone.
Innumerable and continuous telephone calls were made to our Coordinating Minister
for Political Affairs, Justice and Human Rights Widodo AS, and naturally the Vice
President. Both asked me to hold off for a while as they had not completed their
discussions with the President.
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Not caving in here, Sofyan Djalil and I tried to meet in private with Malik Mahmud
and Zaini Adbdullah. The two of us, mainly Sofyan Djalil, gave them a lengthy
argument that in the final count in time to come the issue of local party politics would
be realized fir GAM. Now, in Jakarta, there was very high sensitivity on this point.
Further, the history of GAM's struggle was one of opposition to the Government which

many felt was gnawing away at the concept of the unitary state of lndonﬁ;ia.
4
Also, it was possible that some groups in Jakarta would consider local political
parties in Aceh would become a very effective vehicle for GAM to open a new page of

opposition to our unitary state.

Because of these two likely positions, both of us tried to convince the GAM leaders
that we would fully support them to establish political parties on a national basis. "If
the reason is a shortage of manpower, we are more than ready to help you," said Sofyan
Djalil. Furthermore, the registration and verification of political parties was under the
jurisdiction of Pak Hamid as Minister for Justice and Human Rights.

"More than that, Pak Hamid had already had experience with political parties. He
was once a member of the Electoral Committee,** said Sofyan trying to convince them.

In the end all of our effort to convince GAM not to demand local political parties
fell on barren ground. The Helsinki MOU signed by both sides explicitly opened an
opportunity for this. Later on, the Indonesian Parliament in conjunction with the
Government passed Law No 12 of 2006 regarding Aceh Government, which fully
opened the way for local political parties in Aceh.

Thanks to God, all of these stalled initiatives one by one vanished. Jakarta accepted
the draft MOU including the formation of local political parties. I was so grateful in
this final round when Malik Mahmud said to me, "the problem of the GAM name will
ultimately disappear when the time comes."

So all of our worries and suspicions that plagued some of us over these months
about GAM finally disappeared Additionally,

K omisi Pemilihan Umum (KPU)
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GAM clearly indicated that they would like to be involved in the Aceh Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction Board*> while those overseas wanted to return home to assist in
rebuilding the devastated Aceh. Finished, our job is done and mission accomplished!

The following day we departed from Helsinki on Fin Air. Helsinki was partially
bathed in warm sunlight. Even before our flight had. taken off I was fast asleep. For
months [ had been totally engaged in tactics and bitter debate both here and at home.
Now I could at last relax.

Final Round

12-17 July 2005

First Day, 12 July 2005

9.00 a.m. Meeting between Ahtisaari and the Indonesian Delegation

Ahtisaari

It is probably best if we start with the draft MOU which I handed out to both you
and GAM. I think that the EU delegation and your military should start today talks as
the EU delegation will be leaving tomorrow. 1 I hope we can make one more step.
Minister Awaludin is there anything you want to say first? [ know that there are many
matters that you wish to bring up to achieve this peace. Also, I gather that you have
many tactics and thoughts to achieve this.

If all goes well, we will sign the MOU in August. If there are some things that are
not resolved, perhaps we may need one more round. You must ask GAM how many
men they really have in the field. They did undertake to inform us.

“Badan Rehabilitasi dan Rekonstruksi Aceh (BRR)
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Hamid Awaludin

We have discussed our MOU comprehensively. Our Vice President took the
iniative to call a meeting of a number of our Ministers with our President to discuss
this draft. We are ready and are almost 90 percent in agreement. Consequently, we need
not stay here much longer. We have a way out on this issue of local poltical parties.
Ten major political parties in Indonesia are ready to accept GAM candidates in
forthcoming local elections. So GAM need not concern itself unduly over forming new.
parties.

Ahtisaari

How are you going to convince GAM on this?

Hamid Awaludin

Here I have a page of signatures of the heads of the national political parties
agreeing to this witnessed by our Vice President. The agreement is in writing. Thus,
GAM need not worry that we will cheat them.

Ahtisaari

As far as [ understand their demand is essentially for their own

identity for a political party. They well may reject your proposal.

Juha




I think Minister Awaludin's suggestion makes sense because they need a political
vehicle right now - immediately. They still will not be able to form a political party in
three years' time.

Sofyan Djalil

of Atthe moment the political climate back in Jakarta is very supportive so we feel
it would be best to sign this peace agreement as quickly

See Appendi
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as possible. All sections of society now support us. The majority of the Acehnese are
with us on this formula. This is the climate of belief in our homeland now. Our
President, our Vice President and our Cabinet Ministers strongly support this formula
as the best solution. Certainly, we will support GAM to form national political parties.

Ahtisaari

They need there own identity. I too have read your Constitution. Apart from this
fasue of local political parties, we must seriously discuss, and in detail too, the
withdrawal of your troops from Aceh and the surrender of GAM weapons.

Hamid Awaludin

Our military are well advanced in their planning for this. Do not worry about it.
They are now ready with an advanced plan of action including the various stages of
their withdrawal.

Sofyan Djalil

I would like to stress that we have really studied in detail this issue of national
political parties.

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, they can select any ten of these of the national parties as their vehicle for
candidacy without losing their own identity. Once nominated by these political parties
there is no need for them to be associated with these parties. This is the doorway - the
exit of out of this problem.

Sofyan Djalil

Our President could be legally summonsed if he violated our Constitution. The
problem is that local political parties are not included explicitly in our Constitution.
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Juha
Minister Awaludin, how long does it take to establish a national political party?
Hamid Awaludin

One year is more than enough. We will help them form their political party as they
will have insufficient resources to do so. We understand that. And because of that, we
are more than happy to assist them.

Sofyan Djalil

The case of PDK is a very good example. At a national level, this party is not very
popular but is very prominent in Pak Hamid's area - South Sulawesi.

Hamid Awaludin

I really strongly recommend GAM keeps their Acehnese-ness but as a national
party.
Juha

The matter of security is also of the highest importance for GAM

Sofyan Djalil

We do have experience in handling conflict. Both Pak Hamid and Pak Farid have
considerable expertise and experience derived from the Poso and Ambon conflicts.
Each conflict opened an opportunity for a local considered approach.

Hamid Awaludin

Any future problems arising from the past can be resolved by reconciliation. Why
not?




210 PEACE IN ACEH

Sofyan Djalil

Also, we are ready to revise Law No 18 of 2001 regarding Special Autonomy for
Aceh. This is a means for them to save a face. With this revision we will make much
progress to achieve peace.

11.30 a.m. Meeting of both Delegations

Ahtisaari

Welcome back to our forum. There is no need for me to stress the importance of
this final round. What we now will agree to here will change everything that seemed
impossible for tens of years. the future, the results of our efforts here at this table will
create a community living in peace, no longer frightened or intimidated. My suggestion
is, after listening to various proposals from both sides, I now would like to invite
Minister Awaludin lead first. I have intentionally invited him to speak first as he
explains things firmly and clearly, without any vagaries which make it difficult to
comprehend. Moreover, he is an expert in convincing us all.

Hamid Awaludin

Thank you President Ahtisaari for all the trouble you have been put to and thank
you for your limitless dedication to solve this problem of ours which has been persisting
for tens of years. Also, our thanks to our GAM colleagues who have displayed great
sincerity sitting with us at this peace table, helping us all clear a way through to this
island of peace awaited for by millions of people. Today is a day of reconciliation when
history will record that our dreams of living in peace have been achieved. Today is a
day where people in years to come will remember it as a day when our peace dawned
slowly rising above the eastern horizon. Today is a day when in time to come it will be
noted that those of us sitting at this table now, were men who took the initiative to save
the lives of our community. People will say to us quoting Mahatma Gandhi "Non
violence is my first faith" because we wanted to stop this violence. We want to stop the
sound of gunfire and bury and extinguish these burning
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coals of revenge. Because of all of this great hopes are directed to this room and to
those around this meeting table of ours. They hope our attitudes here will create the
foundations of a peace they have yearned for tens of years. They hope our vote here in
these talks will be like the hands of an angel saving them from this violence. They are
waiting for us to open the curtains of hope that so far have been submerged and
abandoned to their individual smouldering desire for revenge. That is our position here
at this final round. God will always accompany every peace initiative.

Malik Mahmud

Once again we would like to express many thanks to President Ahtisaari. Our
really sincere thanks to Minister Awaludin who heads. the Government team, who has
lead his team resolutely, but asserting a coolness and without any pretensions. From
the very beginning, we greatly appreciated Minister Awaludin's wanting to listen to us,
tirelessly, and the same for Minister Djalil. He always gave us a way out and opened
our minds. All of what we have achieved is not only for the benefit of people of Aceh
but for the benefit of every Indonesian and for ASEAN as all of this is linked together
with what we are discussing. These people are thirsty for peace. I feel very lucky that
now the only point of difference between us is small before we reach total agreement.
As this is the final round, I request that all of us put aside these small residual matters.

Ahtisaari

Thank you both parties. Now we will discuss the text which I have handed out to
both of you.

Bachtiar Abdullah

The words the Province of Aceh must be erased. We suggest the wording of just
Aceh only.

Sofyan Djalil

Also, we must insert the word Constitution
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Ahtisaari

Let's start with the term the Aceh Government.
Sofyan Djalil

We can change the word province to region.

Ahtisaari

Let's retain the words unitary state and the Constitution of the Republic of
Indonesia. Are there any other suggestions?

Bachtiar Abdullah

In the future Aceh will have its own jurisdiction. In the draft we have the terms
religion and ice.

Ahtisaari

Who would like to respond to this? This is really the speciality of Minister
Awaludin. Please........

Hamid Awaludin

Justice means the system of laws in our country. In this context, we must see that
there are regions which have their own authority, except for six major responsibilities
which remain in the hands of the central government. These are foreign relations,
finance, defence, security, religion and justice. These six are the cement which glues
our nation together and is the frame around our unitary state. These are not surrendered
to the regions. In particular, in the making of legislation, each province has the
authority to make and pass legislation which are called regional regulations. In Aceh
this is called Qanun or canon law. This has been in practice in Indonesia since 1999
and is now operating well. This is the main theme of Regional Autonomy. Furthermore
with the process and mechanism of direct elections of provincial leaders like regents,
mayors and governors none of this has been influenced in any
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way by the central government. It all operates in an open market with complete
sovereignty resting with the electorate. In brief, what GAM envisages for regional
authority and sovereignty is already in existence and is being practiced nationwide.

Ahtisaari

They have a problem with this and want their own system. You should make
careful note of the issues of justice, security and religion.

Hamid Awaludin

If there are problems with the appointment of officers of the law, it is clear that the
appointment of the Chief Prosecutor, Chief of Police and Chief Justice is made by the
central government but with the approval of the provincial governor. This provides a
fair degree of room for manoeuvre for the regions.

Nurdin Abdurrachman
We need a high court and prosecutor.

Hamid Awaludin

You don't need this, so there is no need to insist on this. These institutions are in
place and functioning. Thus, there is no problem with this.

Sofyan Djalil

The substance of this draft is excellent but if GAM wishes to discuss the formula
and terminology, please do so.

Bachtiar Abdullah

Qanun must be included as a symbol of respect for Acehnese traditions.
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Hamid Awaludin

Could you please be more specific?
Nur Djuli

Qanun must be considered as something that is dynamic.
Ahtisaari

Let's return to the main agenda, that is political participation.
Bachtiar Abdullah

We have no new suggestions here. We only wish to emphasize our position that
we want free elections to choose our governors, regents and mayors.

Ahtisaari
Probably it is best to issue a regulation that the eligible age to vote is 17 years.
Hamid Awaludin
Agreed
Bachtiar Abdullah
Agreed
Ahtisaari

If so, then we should move on to discuss the economic agenda. But, beforehand
we should enjoy our lunch together.
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2.00 p.m.

Meeting of Both Parties

Ahtisaari

We are all now refreshed after lunch. So we will discuss human rights. Minister
Awaludin could you start...........

Hamid Awaludin

The issue of human rights encompasses a wide area and is an issue quite sensitive
for both sides. This issue can be simultaneously either an accelerator or a brake. It
really depends upon our approach. [ want to emphasize again that the issue of human
rights in the context of our discussions here is a problem for the future, including the
legal aspects, the processes and the institutions involved. This applies in particular to
the past where we will have to have a commission of truth and reconciliation which is
currently in the throes of selection. This will be a sound and neutral method. We already
have laws for this. Further, international inclination for past human rights offences is
for reconciliation. There is a problem here with this legalistic approach over the burden
of proof. How can we uncover something that happened in the past and use it as proof?
This can re-open the wounds suffered by each party.

Malik Mahmud

Can we have these sorts of laws, Pak Hamid?
Hamid Awaludin.

Oh, for sure.
Ahtisaari

I think that the Government positon is clear enough for all of us. Now I want both
parties to discuss amnesty and re-integration.
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Bachtiar Abdullah

Here we require an independant team to assess the status of political detainees in
Indonesia.

Sofyan Djalil

After the amnesty there will be no more persons categorized as political detainees.
They will all have clean records.

Ahtisaari
Please Minister Awaludin could you discuss this more compre hensively?

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, amnesty is the first problem we address in the very near future. As 1 have
explained before, two weeks after the signing of this peace agreement, our Government
will commence releasing the prisoners who were involved with GAM who are now
scattered throughout Indonesia. For certain this does not include ordinary prisoners
who have no link or association with the GAM movement and struggle. We must be
quite clear on this point. Believe me this release is quite straight forward. As minister
for prisons and prisoners fall directly under me, I promise that our first task will be this
for GAM. As you know I have already met with a number of your GAM'leaders in
these prisons of ours. They are delighted with this. So there is no point in trying to
create a new approach on this. The criteria and all the data is clear and in hand.

Ahtisaari

How will we resolve this? If we have to find a new institution, or whatever we call
it, it may be appropriate if we use the monitoring team.

Hamid Awaludin

I would like all of us to think carefully about this. We do not have to make
difficulties for ourselv finding or forming a new body to do this.
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6]
What is important, [ think, is that we have already agreed to the EU and ASEAN

participation. Let them also monitor this aspect of our agreement whether the
Government observes it or not. The amensty goes for other aspects of our peace
agreement. The process and mechanics of amnesty are reasonably simple. Once we
have agreed on this peace pact we will seek ratification by our Parliament. After that
our President will issue a decree granting a general amnesty. And please remember, the
Indonesia Government has a long experience of granting amnesty. This is not a new
matter. After that, I, as Minister for Justice and Human Rights will issue a ministerial
decree releasing all prisoners which belong to this category or with links to your GAM
struggle and activities. We have a matured and detailed plan in hand.

Bachtiar Abdullah

We need to add to point (d) to bring it into line with what we earlier agreed as on
page 4 of the draft.

Ahtisaari
Are the total amounts of certain items firm as offered by the Government?
Sofyan Djalil

We haven't decided on this yet. What is important to note is that we will give
compensation not only to GAM but the surrounding communities. Give us a few days
to determine this.

Ahtisaari

This point must be included in the agreement document. Are there still further
questions? Can I suggest that we take a short break after which the EU team can come
in to the meeting?
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5.00 p.m.

After the break

Ahtisaari

During the break the EU team met with GAM. I really would like to have this draft
agreement initialled in this round. Minister Awaludin, Mr Malik Mahmud and I will
do it.

Because of this let's take advantage of the time left to discuss matters which we
have not agreed. So let us talk about the agenda item on security arrangements which
are contained in the fourth section of our draft.

Sofyan Djalil

We need to repeat our adherence to the structure of this paragraph of the
agreement.

Ahtisaari

I suggest that we do not use the wording "illegal weapons". Also, I wish to
emphasize that local police and TNI there will be responsible for local security.

Bachtiar Abdullah
The withdrawal of TNI forces and the surrender of weapons must be simultaneous.
Hamid Awaludin

Yes, that is correct but in stages and with accountability. We will have to use some
kind of formula for this. In this context I would like to refresh your memories that in
Indonesia we have two well known songs - "Don't let there be lies between us" and "I
am the same as before". The formula for the TNI troop withdrawal and surrender of
GAM weapons must be a formula that will prevent singing don't let there be lies
between us and I am the same as before.
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Ahtisaari

Minister Awaludin is extremely talented in entertaining us here. The withdrawal
must run in parallel. This will entail a timetable which is already included in the draft
agreement. Once again, | hear that there are a number of countries which would commit
to helping the Indonesian Government maintain peace and train human rights
personnel. Minister Awaludin could you elucidate this please?

Hamid Awaludin

Yes, I have already met with a number of ambassadors from friendly countries in
Jakarta. They fully support special human rights training for local police on duty in
Aceh.Norway, USA, Sweden, Australia and the UK have already made a commitment.
And I believe them for they have both the interest and commitment to uphold human
rights. The fact is cooperation with these countries has been underway for some time.

Ahtisaari

My understanding is that invitation for the EU to become the monitor is underway.
Signature for agreement for this monitoring team will occur at the same time we sign
the MOU between the Indonesian Government and GAM.

Bachtiar Abdullah

I would like also to stress the point of security arrangements which is contained on
the final page of our agreement.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

On the issue of post-tsunami reconstruction in Aceh we need to have a unified
view and understanding of this.

Nur Djuli
What about GAM involvement in the BRR?
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Sofyan Djalil

All persons involved with BRR are recruited locally, and that would of course
include GAM.

Nurdin Abdurrahman

But we do not have a blue print for any of this. We need this so there may be some
certainty.

Ahtisaari

I would ask GAM not to make problems. Do not start things from the beginning
again. [ am an expert in the problems of development. For sure there will always be
critics however long we take. You will all have the opportunity to be involved and to
make your own contribution. What is important and must be uppermost, have you
readied your own experts. That will be your greatest challenge and greatest
contribution. Now I want to ask how many of you GAM wish to return to Aceh and
live making a contribution to Indonesia.

Bachtiar Abdullah
We all want to return to Aceh.
Ahtisaari

This is an excellent opportunity to dynamize the Aceh economy. Please take
advantage of it. There is no need to consider other mechanisms. That just wastes time.

Hamid Awaludin

I will be brief here. AM's wish to participate and contribute to BRR we can fulfil.
You will have every opportunity to do so but in accordance with your individual
technical qualifications.
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Malik Mahmud

It is best that both parties remember that this conflict has continued. for three
decades. To date not one has completed their education or found a way out.
Consequently GAM came to this meeting for three reasons: First, being the tsunami
factor; the second being the wishes of the international community; and third there had
been a change in the Indonesian Government to SBY and Jusuf Kalla. We believe they
have the courage and the strong desire to solve this problem. We are assembled here
wanting to cross this bridge to peace in Aceh. I strongly support Hamid Awaludin for
throughout these past three decades we never achieved such advances in any of our
peace talks. Although heis younger than I, he has a great knowledge and understanding
about the history of this conflict. Pak Hamid was still a teenager at the start of our
differences and now in his adulthood he is a minister. [ am utterly convinced that under
his leadership, the Indonesia and GAM discussants will achieve what all of us crave.
In the end, the GAM will slip from view and be lost.

Hamid Awaludin

I am greatly honoured by Tengku Malik's assessment of me. Apart from all of this,
I and the Indonesian delegation came here with the noble aims to end the violence,
create peace with dignity and for the glory of all humanity. What we have initiated here
in this room will be a deed of devotion recorded by history. A history of the efforts of
our children who will now live in peace with their brothers and sisters from whom they
have been long parted. Again history will record that the men who sit in this room are
men who brought water to their children, their brothers and sisters who for such a long
time craved peace. God is always with us. Thanks to God Almighty!

Ahtisaari

We are a long way along the road we struck out on. My aims are identical with
those of Minister Awaludin and Pak Malik. We will end our discussion here as the day
is running away from us. The MOU document must be written and translated properly.
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Second Day, 13 July 2005

9.00 am.

Ahtisaari

Welcome back to both delegations and we will commence our discussions again.
The EU team is already here waiting on the second floor. I hope the city of Helsinki
always makes you feel safe and may you always sleep soundly here at night. I wish to
hand out the drafts of the MOU which we have prepared.

Let us start our talks with analyzing the six responsibilities of the central
government in relation to the Regional Government Laws.

Nurdin Abdurrachman

I am still drawn to discuss religion first.
Nur Djuli

This is a very sensitive issue in our homeland
Bachtiar Abdullah

We need to discuss security matters.
Ahtisaari

The police will concentrate on internal issues while the armed forces will
concentrate on external issues. This is our intention in the draft which you will all
hopetully have already read.

Hamid Awaludin

The governor will have considerable responsibility in the territory he leads.
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Ahtisaari

Have all of you read the draft. It is now best if we enjoy a short break for tea and
coffee. We will reconvene at 11.20 a.m.

11.20 a.m. after a break

Bachtiar Abdullah

Please would you, Pak Hamid, clarify for us the prevailing justice system in
Indonesia?

Hamid Awaludin

The total structure of our judicial system in Indonesia today falls under the direct
control of the Supreme Court. It is not under the Government. Consequently, the
appointment of the judiciary for Aceh will have to be discussed with the Supreme
Court.

Ahtisaari

Let us move on to the agenda item regarding political participation that is point |
in the draft MOU. Are there comments?

Sofyan Djalil
Yes, in the past I tried to prevent the inclusion of this item as it is so burdensome.
Ahtisaari

Let's talk about that now, not put it to one side again. We will start with the hardest
so that those items which follow will seem easier.

Sofyan Djalil

Here we need to explain this as it a very very difficult problem for us to face in
Jakarta nowadays. Merely political parties are not a problem
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but not local political parties. Should the Acehnese want political parties with the
national standard, the Government will certainly assist them. On the matter of agreeing
to the formation of local parties, the President could face dismissal if this happened
because this is a constitutional matter. Our Vice President had found a clever way
around this problem, that is for GAM candidates who wish to run for the offices of
governor, vice governor, regent and vice regent. There is now a statement from the
leaders of ten political parties agreeing to allow Aceh candidates to stand under their

party.

Nur Djuli

We are not only speaking in the context of GAM. We also speak in the context of
democratic principles for all people. We speak in the context of the principles of the
basic democratic processes. Why are we forced to remove our demand for
independence?

Sofyan Djalil

Today, democracy in Indonesia is well underway and developing swiftly. For sure
there is some opposition to it. We fully understand GAM's stand here but sorry, we are
unable to satisfy GAM here.

Hamid Awaludin

I would like to sketch the latest situation in Indonesia in relations to politics there.
As you all know, we are in the era of reformation, political parties are sprouting up
everywhere with various platforms, missions and founders. In the elections of 2004 of
about 50 parties which applied for registration only 24 passed selection to enter the
election. There were parties based upon provinces and for sure already had members
in the central parliament and even more members in the local parliaments. In a scenario
like this, the Acehnese or GAM has the potential to do the same. If it is only about local
party politics, this is an instrument limited to representation at the local level. Why are
there no men with larger dreams and larger expectations to sit in the national parliament
so that their aspirations will have a national nuance as well? It is importance to think
this over.
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Ahtisaari

We will end this discussion here to enjoy our lunch. I would like to meet Minister
Awaludin during this break. | have something I need to discuss with you. Enjoy your

2.30 p.m. after lunch break

Nur Djuli
We will continue our discussion about local party politics.
Hamid Awaludin

I have been forced to eat a lot because | know Nur Djuli just ate deer meat which
will make him very energetic in discussing local party politics. You should know that
I too ate deer meat. This means Nur Djuli and I will be able to move faster to resolve
this issue of local party politics.

Permit me me to explain a bit gljout the history of the Political Parties Law which
operates today in Indonesia. The conditionsgfor political parties using the national
standards is a percentage, for example they must have an office and a management
structure in at least 50 percent of the provinces or regencies at provincial level which
is the mortar of unity for the totality of our large nation; but at the same time it has the
potential to be a divisive factor. Our country is a country where places are
geographically widely separated from one another. Our nation is a nation which is still
very pluralistic from the ethnic, racial and religious aspects. There is no longer a great
gap between the educated and the uneducated. The same can be said for the wealthy
and the poor. Of course these variables are very sensitive. Thus it is imperative we
develop a political system supported by political parties which can become the mortar
in between the bricks of our grand construction named the Republic of Indonesia. That
is the aim.

Ahtisaari

Is there a strong likelihood to revise your Political Parties Law?
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Sofyan Djalil
The demands for this are quite significant
Ahtisaari

How quickly can you help GAM to form a political party which would meet the

requirements of your constitution and laws?
Hamid Awaludin

We could do this in under a year. For the verification and registration of political
parties this falls under my portfolio as Minister for Justice and Human Rights.
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CONSENSUS BY THE STREAM

January 2005 was winter time in Finland. Helsinki was so cold that it froze your
fingertips. It was only with a well lined overcoat, gloves and a hot cup of tea that this
cold could be counteracted. However, the mansion at Vantaa, on the outskirts of
Helsinki was inside as warm as toast. The peace talks between Indonesia and GAM
began with a feeling of how difficult it would be to seek points of agreement between
us - like trying to thread a needle in the dark.

After three changes of season and five rounds of talks it was still warm by the coals
in the hearth there.

Luckily the garden, or rather the field at the rear of the mansion, had a clear stream
flowing through which always cooling even to the mind. In one of our dgites, we got
into a deadlock; I stepped out of the meeting followed by the two wise GAM leaders,
Tengku Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah. They both headed to the bank of the
stream signalling for me to follow them.

While following along the stream bank, the three of us spoke heart to-heart, freed
from our associates and status seeking to close this rift without one of us losing face or
dignity. This stream-side agreement of ours was later finalized at the peace table. Our
three way meetings were sometimes attended by Ahtisaari; and sometimes just between
me and Ahtisaari. As well on many occasions our internal meetings of the Indonesian
delegation took place here. It would be fair to say the 80 per cent of the Aceh
negotiations were sorted out by this pretty stream. The debate in the meeting room was
just a formality.
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On the first day of the talks, while walking to the meeting room, of classic
European style, on the first floor on the mansion, I plucked up courage. The GAM
delegation was already seated preceding the Indonesian delegation. When Ahtisaari
invited our delegation to come in, I did not head to my seat, but went to the GAM
delegation and one-by-one warmly greeted them. I felt their surprise for they did not
respond warmly to my handshake. From that I knew they felt they were in the room in
preparation for battle.

When I shook hand with Malik, I greeted him firmly saying "How are you, Your
Excellency? I am here to discuss and share views to achieve the same goal." He replied
"Thank you, Minister. You must be Hamid Awaludin. [ have heard about you. You
Bugis are everywhere including being present at this peace table. Did you know there
once was a Bugis rajah of Aceh?'

It was clear my approach really touched Malik. On one occasion during a break in
our overheated talks, he invited me to walk with him by the stream. "l intentionally
asked you, Pak Hamid, to come out here so that I may express my friendly respect for
you. We have never felt a government official let alone a minister would respect us like
this. This is the start of a good friendship which will smooth the road to peace. As
friends say to one another, your attitude Pak Hamid is a sign of your sincerity which
we equally reciprocate. We must maintain this atmosphere if we want peace."

I was somewhat taken aback hearing this but honestly, overjoyed. Malik said "In
previous meetings we were deemed to be inferiors with no position of equality
whatsoever. In this meeting we are now considered as equals. Thank you, Pak Hamid.
What is crucial, Pak Hamid is that we remain patient and healthy. Our road to peace is
long. But God willing, with this kind of sincerity which you, Pak Hamid, have shown
us, we will succeed."

Honestly speaking, this small gesture of mine at the beginning was not put on. It
came straight from my heart recalling VP Kalla's advice to treat GAM as your partners.
My action has cleared the air making for atmosphere of trust.
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Environment

The stream behind the house was sparkling and clear. On the edge of it, spreading
out were dew-covered lawns and a small thick forest of healthy trees. In this peaceful
natural setting at Vantaa melodious bird calls were heard. Swept up by these elements
of nature, I am sure Malik was reminded of his childhood in Aceh when he could swim
and play in the clear river waters which could be drunk. He often returned to these
memories of watching farmers, fishermen - all breathing the pollution-free fresh air of
Aceh.

It was not surprising, therefore, that Malik, while admiring the natural beauty of
environment of our meeting place, discussed envi ronmental matters. He invariably
complained about the destruction of Aceh's forests and the environment there. He
dubbed himself as "an environmentalist". "Pak Hamid, when we have peace in time to
come, we must fix up Aceh's damaged forests. [ am concerned about all of these things.
I am always delighted to smell vegetation and the water", said Malik. "All of this we
can be do, Tengku, when we have peace, and soon your dreams will become real," I
replied.

Cease Fire

The GAM delegation, in particular Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah, wanted a
cease fire as a pre-condition to continue the talks. Their reason being that the cease fire
would be a sign of respect for the people of Aceh after the tsunami.

This was firmly rejected by the Indonesian Government. We could not agree to
this. There had already been three ceasefires over three periods with three different
names. Every one of them failed to bring peace to Aceh. If the fourth failed then all
following would surely fail as well. And the window of opportunity for peace would
be closed and Aceh again would be half enveloped in grief and return to wallowing in
the blood of battle.

I suggested an easy compromise,"Restrain ourselves!" This was promptly agreed
to by Martti Ahtisaari, the facilitator of the meeting.
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Facing the GAM delegation sometimes required patience and also determination.
Forexample, one of the GAM delegates Nur Djuli, was one, I felt, who raged on mainly
only to hear himself. His words battered the listeners' ears only inviting anger in
response to these outbursts.

I was extremely mad with him. As luck would have it on our stroll along the
stream-side path, Malik gently said to me, "Please understand that is the way he is. All
responsibility really rests with me. Do not take it to heart. This forum is a stage where
we can express ourselves freely." And thus my rage was swept away with the passing
flow of the stream.

Another GAM delegate Nurdin Abdurrahman was a completely different
personality. Normally, he was cold and unresponsive but at the peace table he raged on
and on. Throughout the peace talks he introduced his personal experiences and
complained non-stop about TNI. The tone of his voice was flat and cynical. His
language was absolutely threatening.

At the height of the winter there was a small incident during a rest period. Farid
Husein, Widodo A.S. and I were standing on the veranda while sipping some hot tea
but shivering under our overcoats; and Pak Widodo was enjoying a smoke.

Out of no where, Nurdin appeared on the veranda and confronted Widodo. "You
are from Jakarta, yes?" he asked.

Widodo replied, "Yes, Mas™."

Nurdin went on, "You must be from the military, yes?" to which he confirmed.
Nurdin then enquired of him, "How many Acehnese have you killed in Aceh?"
Coolly Widodo replied "I don't kill people, Mas."

Overhearing this provocative exchange, I protested robustly to Malik Mahmud and
to Martti. At the conclusion of that day's discussions [ approached the GAM delegation,
and shook Nurdin's hand while holding my hand he said, "Here we are shaking hands
while we are killing one another in Aceh."

*Mas, meaning gold in Indonesian, is an affectionate term used when addressing males.
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Immediately, I flashed back at him, saying "It will be best if you never ever repeat
that sort of sentence to me ever again. [ am furious with you. You are totally unethical."

My fury continued. Malik Mahmud clearly saw this exchange and my fury. Again
by the banks of the stream, Malik cooled everything down by explaining "The
background to this outburst is that Nurdin has a lot of personal problems. His first
cousin was recently shot dead. Please, Pak Hamid, try to understand him. I will speak
to him".

I was stunned by Widodo's reaction-calm, gentle and mature. His facial expression
did not change in the slightest. His smile remained the same throughout this verbal
clash. "Consider it just a part of the meeting process, Mas," he counselled me.

Amnesty

When snow whitened everything around the mansion, the two GAM leaders
invited me for a stroll around the garden. Malik Mahmud enquired about the
Government's interest in granting an amnesty, especially releasing GAM prisoners who
were held in a number of prisons in various towns throughout Indonesia. For Malik,
even if peace was agreed upon, only by releasing them could a permanent and enduring
peace be realized. "Every one of us has savoured fresh air, but we cannot go on hiding
the past," he said.

Apart from this, on the shoulders of Malik and the GAM leadership here hung the
responsibility of leaders who placed the interests of their followers ahead of
themselves. "Releasing these prisoners would prove that the GAM leadership had done
something for them," said Malik. Consequently, this would strengthen their legitimate
leadership so as they could then exert discipline in the future.

In the sound of the snow-laden wind, Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah
repeatedly cautioned me to pay serious attention to the plight of these Acehnese
prisoners. From what Malik had heard many of the GAM prisoners had been tortured.
I countered "This was not possible. Furthermore, this area is my responsibility as
Minister of Justice and Human Rights."
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In a number of places in subsequent discussions they said over and over again that
they awaited the early release of their members in the Sukamiskin prison namely
Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe, Tengku Amni and Kamaruzzaman and in the Malang
prison, Muhammad Nazar; the first three being GAM cadres and advisers.

To all of these requests I said yes. Further Malik tried to urge me to allow the three
in Sukamiskin to join in the Helsinki peace talks to which I could not agree.

Political/Administrative Division*’

Malik's love of his Aceh knew no bounds. Because of this Aceh's problems were
constantly on his mind. At our private arena by the stream, on meeting breaks, Malik
would often ask me in one of our heart to heart sessions what was the likelihood of
Aceh being sub divided into smaller administrative units. If this happens "Aceh will
enter a new chapter of conflict between the Acehnese themselves," he said.

To prevent this he asked for a government guarantee that Aceh would not be
allowed to sub-divide the province and other subordinate administrative areas "So that
there could be no new inter- Acehnese conflict."

To this concern I replied briefly, 'Our Government feels that it is necessary to stop
these administrative divisions because they are extremely costly."

Aside from that I added "These sub-divisions are not as simple. as they seem. They
have to go through the local provincial parliament (DPRD)* first and so on. We will
both have to convince the DPRD not to propose such sub-divisions."

On hearing my reply, Malik appeared more relaxed and a little joy appeared on his
face. "If that is the case, Pak Hamid, now I can

#Tn the Indonesian text, the term used is pemekaran which means flowering or blossoming. In this
context it is an allegorical term for the post-regional autonomy legislation whereby much sub-division
of existing provinces, and regencies was sought.

“DPRD-Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah
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sleep in peace. Now I will inform my men in the field that there will be no sub-division
in Aceh."

Conduct of the Army

One inseparable and constant topic of our peace talks in Helsinki was the matter
of the conduct of the Indonesian Army - TNI. In our chats alongside the stream, this
matter of army violence in Aceh was invariably alluded to by Malik Mahmud and Zaini
Abdullah.

I replied calmly that in the truth of the matter there also had been violence
perpetrated by GAM. "All of this will end when we have peace. This behaviour of TNI
cannot be separated from their mission and this is brought about by the fact that we are
in a state of war. Violence descends from this war. Thus our agenda in these talks here
must quickly enter the mechanics of peace talks" I said. With this response I wanted to
sharpen the focus of the aim of these talks, albeit well distant geographically from
Indonesia, to win an eternal peace with GAM and to stop this bloodshed in Aceh."

Worries still remained on Malik's mind. He queried "Are these peace talks going
to be pointless? Will TNI really support the outcome of these peace talks?"

I replied, "I guarantee that TNI will 100 per cent support these peace talks." And
went to recount that in front of me the President, the Vice President, and the TNI
Commander General Endrianto Soetarto stated that the Aceh peace was a presidential
decision. The general added that he as a soldier must obey all and any presidential
political decisions.

Whether it be a one-on-one private meeting, or a telephone conversation, the TNI
commander he would always support me as leader of these peace talks. Also, he
guaranteed me that not even one TNI member who would dare interfere with my peace
process efforts. In this exchange, the general also added that not one of his military
commanders wanted any of his men killed or wounded on a battlefield in Aceh.

Upon hearing this Zaini Abdullah firmly fixed my eyes and said briefly, "Thank
God Almighty that TNI can change their behaviour."
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Malik added to this a happier and more optimistic note: "If that is the case, then
the greater part of our work is done."

Human Rights Problems

Nur Djuli and Nurdin Abdurrahman, the two vocal and cynical GAM big shots
continually raised the human rights issue at our peace table. The two of them wanted
to form an international team to investigate human rights violations while the
Indonesian Government delegation's position was that was a matter for the future and
not a matter of the past. "If we address the past, it will become very complex," 1 urged
the meeting.

Moreover, I explained the human rights problems more freely and openly in my
heart-to-heart talks with Malik Mahmud besides our stream - our private conference
venue. | explained to Malik that the human rights violations should not only be
submitted to the Government because GAM had already done much of the same too.
In a wider sense, the burning of schools by GAM closed the window of opportunity for
Acehnese children. "That was a serious violation of human rights," 1 tendered in
support.

I went on to urge GAM to adopt the same sort of big hearted approach as did South
Africa and Nelson Mandela in their reconciliation. These old issues could be dealt with
a Truth and Reconciliation Committee. Returning from the stream bank, we entered
the conference room far more relaxed and our discussions on human rights were
equitably resolved.

Peci*® of the late Ibrahim Tiba

In the final stages of the second round of our talks, Juha Christensen closed the
session by saying that in the next round due to commence in about six weeks both
delegations should prepare themselves for this round. GAM was asked to consider the
Indonesian Government's proposal to them on special autonomy.

“"Peci is the Muslim men's velvet cap, usually black and sometimes decorated with gold braid.
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On hearing Juha's suggestion, Malik appeared saddened. "This is difficult for us
as our legal expert Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba died in jail in Aceh, trapped in the tsunami",
he said with slightly tearful eyes.

Suddenly, I found the spirit to arouse them remembering my last visit to Aceh prior
to the tsunami demolishing the city. I recounted one Friday, as Minister under whose
authority prisons fell, | visited the one in Banda Aceh. Here I had the opportunity to
pray with them, warders and prisoners alike. "A man with spectacles wearing a peci
approached me asking me to come to his cell after our prayers. I did that. He was Sofyan
Ibrahim Tiba, whom Tengku Malik just mentioned."

Tengku Sofyan Ibrahim Tiba whispered to me: "Pak Hamid I am aware that there
have been secret talks between Jusuf Kalla, Farid Husein and yourself with GAM in a
number of countries. I welcome and support this. It is as if God wished all of this.
Please Pak Hamid would you take my peci and give it to the GAM leaders in Sweden
when we have started talking and I agree that we must seek a real and enduring peace
without any mistruths. My peci is my communicating signal. Please return the peci
when we achieve peace, said Tengku Sofyan."

While showing the GAM delegation his peci, I said, "It is a great pity, gentlemen
that this peci cannot be returned to Tengku Sofyan because he was washed away with
the jail by the tsunami. May the departure of this leader of GAM, from our world, spur
us onwards to future peace..........."

The meeting room fell quiet so much so I was able to hear the emotional breathing
of the Aceh delegates.

After the meeting, I hastily asked Usman Basya "Was it true that Sofyan Ibrahim
Tiba died in the Aceh jail?"

Upon hearing confirmation that was correct, [ breathed easily and smiled.
Usman asked, "Why Pak Hamid?"

"The problem is that in fact I did meet Sofyan in the Aceh jail and did speak with
him, but the story about the peci is not true at all. Imagine if he was still alive, they
would have known within days, probably hours."
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Whereupon the members of the Indonesian delegation erupted in laughter at my
confession.

I felt thoroughly guilty and uncomfortable with this dissembling ploy of mine over
the peci. So the following day, I invited Malik and Zaini to come for a stroll along our
stream bank. With all honesty I told them, "Tengku, please forgive me. The story I told
you about Tengku Sofyan Ibrahim was really true except for the bit about the peci. |
did meet him in the Aceh jail and we spoke at length about peace for Aceh. But, the bit
about his peci was purely a ploy to arouse your emotions, gentlemen."

Zaini came back at me saying, "l cannot imagine you to being so creative making
up such a story to arouse our emotions. Even without this peci story, Pak Hamid you
are always able to arouse our emotions about Aceh." He shook his head in wonder.

Even the equable Malik was excited and raised his arms to the heavens with his
mouth open gasping as if asking the Almighty for guidance. He could not for the life
of him believe that I could interrupt our serious discussion spinning a yarn like this.

Fortunately, for our relationship, they both understood. Malik even hugged me
saying, "It does not really matter, Pak Hamid as long as you are ready to be summonsed
to court by the beneficiaries of Ibrahim Tiba's will demanding the return of his peci,"
chuckled Malik. We were the three of us, swept away on wave of relief and happiness
because it was all now out in the open.

Constitution

All the delegates in Helsinki were whipped by bitterly cold winds but with their
hearts and thoughts often smouldering like coals. And especially so when they heard a
news item from Indonesia discussing the simple way in which GAM was going to be
forced to acknowledge the unitary state of Indonesia - NKRI?® and the constitution.
This really created great tension across the peace table.

F'NKRI - Negara Kesatuan Republik Indonesia
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So one afternoon, Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah and I returned to enjoy our stroll
along the stream behind the mansion. Malik endeavoured to convince me that the peace
table was only a process to peace; and if we had peace, the concept of state unity and
the constitution would automatically fall into place. "So do not force us to that stage
now with those conditions. For in the end we will get there," he said to me.

He was also slightly resentful over the urging by the media that GAM should issue
a statement that they would not demand independence from Indonesia. This never came
up at the peace table but brought up only by the press. Both Malik and Zaini were
extremely touchy on this point and offended by the suggestion that these talks were
directly under the thumb of Jakarta implying that I had no authority whatsoever.

Malik said "I am sorry to see you Pak Hamid and Pak Sofyan being pressured in
such a way so as to compel us to issue a statement revoking GAM's demand for
independence. It is important that I say to you Pak Hamid it is extremely unlikely that
we will do this now. The nub of our problem is that we have been this war for tens of
years and all of a sudden we drop what we have been fighting for?"

If this was done, chaos would erupt in Aceh. ""My men in the field would then be
very difficult to control," he cautioned.

In reality, according to Malik, "With our presence here at the peace table, with the
agenda which has been already set, it must be already understood we are not going to
discuss this matter further. This goes without saying."

"I am really feeling ill, Pak Hamid," said Malik placing his hand on his chest and
shaking his head. His eyes were glassy. "I have exhausted all my energy and life for
this struggle. But for the people of Aceh, we have become isolated from them."

When he said this to me, | touched Malik's right sleeve and Zaini's left and replied,
"Thank you. I understand it."

Later I telephoned JK and reported this. "Hamid, it would seem that the major part
of your work has been done. Thank you! Please ritually bathe and offer prayers of
thanks to the Almighty. This will keep us fighting. Please convey my respects to both
Malik and Zaini."
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Homesick

Our talks alongside the stream between the three of us, Malik Mahmud and Zaini
Abdullah and myself will never be forgotten by me. The wind was still very cold. The
three of us wandered along the stream bank with me, the shortest, wedged in between
them, the GAM leaders being taller. Suddenly we stopped hearing the sound of a fish
splashing in the water but who knows why but Malik asked me, "How old is your oldest
child?" I replied just three, Tengku, and my second is just one year old. To which Malik
commented "That's sad. You are not with them but here organizing the lot of us. For
certain you will receive your just desserts from the Almighty."

"I have been away far too long away Pak Hamid. My children grew up well out of
my purview. Really, I want to be re-united with them. I have a really cute
granddaughter who is very sensitive. I really wish to live with them all in peace and
quiet. All of this depends on you, Pak Hamid, government spokesman," stressed Malik.

"Frankly speaking, Pak Hamid, I miss home already. I want to be able to stand on
Aceh Beach, looking at the Bugis schooners sailing back and forth. [ miss my old folk's
village in Aceh," Malik continued:

After saying that Malik felt for his back pocket, and fetched his handkerchief to
dab his eyes. I was touched too by his emotions. Not unexpectedly he took my arm and
invited me to continue our stroll along our stream bank. "Yes, I miss home and my
family, Pak Hamid, please," he said in English. Now it was my turn to be tearful. So
we strolled further along together in comforting silence.

Later on I telephoned JK to relate Malik's words to me and our tears too. JK replied
almost immediately, "Thanks to the Almighty. We will get peace because they have a
deep spiritual desire to return home to their villages. Go and make your ritual ablutions
and pray," ordered JK.

Local Party Politics

This issue of local party politics almost brought our talks to an abrupt end. On the
last day of the fifth round of talks in the middle of July 2005 the sky in Helsinki had
closed in on us. GAM resolutely
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stuck to their demand to have local political parties. Ahtisaari also supported the idea.
After various tactics were deployed to deflect their demand, Jakarta agreed in the end
to open up this possibility.

At the height of the tension over the differences between the Government and
GAM and mediation thereof, we were still unable to resolve this. So, as per usual,
Malik and Zaini invited me for a walk along the bank. None of us spoke while walking
tracking the river bank which was now far distant from the place of our clash of
opinions.

Luckily Farid Hussein suddenly appeared in front of us breaking our silence and
deadlock, saying teasingly, "I have been following you for a while, and who knows
who may want to toss you in the river. For certain Pak Hamid has to be well guarded
as he can't swim." Then Malik took my arm saying, "It is my responsibility to look after
your safety Pak Hamid because we all really need you."

On hearing, this I felt more optimis that our talks could proceed as normal. For a
full day we did not talk. This problem of local political parties was dividing us. It was
if all of a sudden there appeared an insurmountable boundary between us - the
Government and GAM. So when Malik Mahmud took my arm that day all lines of
demarcation were seemingly erased.

"Pak Hamid, once again please give the people of Aceh hope! We have already
dropped demands for independence and we will stop fighting the Government. But
grant us a special vehicle: local political parties so the Acehnese people will remember
that we have given them prestige and dignity. Please Pak Hamid. I am already old and
really want to see Aceh in peace before my predestined call from above occurs." Malik
cried, his face was blushed. Zaini looked at me without blinking. Again Malik grabbed
my arm saying, "Pak Hamid you are still very young compared with me. Probably, you
will witness and reap the rewards of what we have done here. The Acehnese will
understand this and reciprocate your kindness, Pak Hamid." We three continued our
walk tracking the bank. Farid waved at us from the distance.
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So that was that! When our discussions were finalized with a shining victory for
all parties, I left the mansion at Vantaa with an indelible memory that can never be
erased from my mind about that clear sparkling water flowing in the stream behind the
mansion, our private meeting venue.

The carpet of snow, dew on the lawns, the row of trees, the bird calls, and the
seasons which passed while I was there are permanently etched in my mind. In this
milieu, these natural elements all played a significant and successful contributing part
of our achieving peace in Aceh. The sparks from the fireplace in the conference room
were always dampened by the natural environment outside which cooled our ardour by
the stream bank. Almost three years after signing the MOU, in my normal day-to-day
life, I often say to myself, "I miss that place very much."

How and when can I return.........




13
HOW WE ACHIEVED PEACE

2
Peace in Aceh, the Land of the Rencong Dagger-had now been achieved.!hree decades
of conflict between the Indonesian Government and GAM had cost as many as 15,000
lives. They were all victims of violence originating from a very fundamental difference
of opinion. Over this period this persisting line of demarcation between us and them
created a situation which legitimized violence. The victims were from all sides:
government, ordinary people and members of GAM.

If this statistic was accurate, this meant each day in these three decades of conflict
more than 4.6 persons a day must have been killed. This further meant that for every
day we delayed signing the peace treaty another 4.6 people, our brothers and sisters
would die. In brief, the signing of a peace treaty with GAM would be an incentive to
save 4.6 persons every day. This was a noble initiative that would be lauded by any
civilized humanity and an imperative for all religions.

The Veranda of Mecca55 during the conflict was a terrifying field of butchery. Tigg
name Darussalam, meaning 'abode of peace' was far distant from the fact. This area at
the northern tip of Sumatra became a barracks and an ammunition magazine. The crack
of gunfire could be relentless, blind and meaningless. People could be scattered by

"The Veranda of Mecca is a commonly used metaphor for Aceh intimating its
religious proxi mity in every sense to the holy city of Islam.
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bullet fire from who knows where; perhaps it was directed by the wind gods? The whiff
of fired ammunition scented the air of Aceh, kidnapping became merely a daily
occurrence, mutual suspicion and accusation between the security forces, the people
and GAM grew in the midst of Aceh. In the middle of this unpredictable war, death
upon death came in repeated cycles. @

1

Perhaps this is because Acehnese say bitterly that 'in Aceh it is just a game, death
is the reality'.

While the conflict continued the Acehnese people had to be on high alert while
facing disruption. GAM would raid a village in the morning, and the villagers had to
lie to save themselves. That afternoon, the security forces would come in to investigate,
and again the villagers lied, making things up just to protect themselves. In short, their
life was like a mouse deer®' caught between two raging elephants.

This bitterness was intensified by the burning of well over one thousand schools.
Students had two choices: loaf about in the village or head to the jungle to take up arms
and fight the Government. Never could they visualize a future outside of this cycle of
hiding and violence. Their education was considered no longer essential to their life or
future. What education they had was killing, creating chaos, and evading retaliatory
attacks.

At a very tender age, male Acehnese teenagers had started to become friends of
violence. Weapons were no longer playthings but now a tool to paralyze whomsoever
they considered their enemies. We heard of Acehnese boys aged 8 years being recruited
into GAM to become cadres and later trained to become fighters. For example, at the
centre of the conflict at Bireun on the east coast, 218 kilometers from the capital Banda
Aceh, children there could tell the weapon type by the sound of the gunfire.

It was simple to predict, if this sort of situation persisted, there would be a
generation of totally dysfunctional Acehnese. They would

'Mouse Deer (Tragulus javanicus) a tiny deer, a little over 50 ¢cm long, endemic to Indonesia, Ma laysia
and Indochina. In Indonesian fables, the mouse deer is characterized as being fleet of foot and equally
fleet of mind in thinking the way out - difficult and dangerous predicaments.
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be a generation completely deaf and blind to their predicament because they had not
the slightest education. They would be a generation unable to enter any workforce as
they had no appropriate knowledge, skills nor experience to meet the demands of our
times.

Now, after the MOU was signed on 15 August 2005, a more hopeful and friendly
face for Aceh started to appear. There were no longer gun shots heard from mysterious
directions. The coffee shops, where the respected elders, the young, the Muslim
teachers and the ordinary people gathered, chatting, now stayed open - well into the
night. Shops and stalls were no longer reluctant to display their goods as they had in
the past. This was a new look for Aceh after the last 29 years. In the past at five in the
afternoon was when last orders for coffee were taken. Now trading went on until 11 at
night. This meant, since the MOU signing, we had created a work day of at least 7
hours. A statistic that was not only fantastic but it started to turn the wheels of the
Aceh's economy which for the past thirty years had been but a hideous nightmare.

Traditional markets in the villages and regency towns were now bustling with
buyers and sellers. Transactions and exchanges were lively. The teachers and their
congregations were now free and could pray without feeling that they were under
surveillance. There was no longer fear of being attacked while kneeling to pray even at
home. Parents were no longer worried about their children coming home on time. All
of this provided promise and a certainty to life in the new Aceh. This was a snapshot
of Aceh, now after the signing of the peace treaty.

Vehicular road traffic running between Medan and Aceh and back was now
smooth and busy 24 hours a day. There was no longer fear of being held up by an armed
group on the way. Inter and intra province road traffic to towns and villages throughout
Aceh now flowed unimpeded. Chat about fear remained only as a memory of the past.
Contact between relatives and friends across Aceh became all of a sudden straight
forward and effortless.

From the political side, Irawandi Yusuf, a GAM leader, was chosen as Aceh's
governor along with Nazar as his deputy. The ensuing elections were conducted
peaceably and efficiently. Nine of the 23
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regents elected were ex-GAM activists. Later, local political parties would be formed
brightening up political life in Aceh. In brief, Aceh today was now a totally changed
Aceh; changed to more attractive directions and in everyway to a better environment
in which to live.

Last year, several weeks after Idul Fitri’? visited Banda Aceh again. I drank teh
tarik® in a coffee shop on a roadside corner. A decrepit old woman, probably about 70,
came up to me, hugged me and eyes filled with tears saying "Thank you. I have now
been able to meet my younger brother in our home village. For over 27 years we did
not meet and with no news from him at all over those years. He lived in an area under
GAM control. We were feared trying to find one another. During Idg} Fitri just past I
returned to my village and met him." For people like them, the peace agreement
between the Indonesian Government and GAM was a humanitarian roadway for her to
be re-united with her younger brother after over a quarter of a century of yearning for
each other. For more than a quarter of a century, this sister and brother lived in a
constant state of worry encircled by unanswerable and incomprehensible riddles. Now
all of this had ended and the wheels of life now turned normally and confidently.

Subsequently, people would often ask why GAM was ready to sit at the peace table
with the Indonesian Government and willing to sign this peace agreement. This was a
valid question bearing in mind the number of previous initiatives by the Government
which ran aground and were deadlocked by GAM.

It is appropriate this question is brought up here as there are many points that can
be learnt from our Aceh peace process. There are a number of factors which need
explaining:

The First Factor: The natural disaster of the tsunam’n;vith the earthquake
flattening Aceh on 26 December 2004 was the main factor. This disaster was a blessing
in disguise for the peace process as it

F2Idul Fitri is the celebrations at the end of the Muslim fasting month of Rammadhan where Indonesians
in all walks of life return to their home villages to pay respect to their parents and elders and have
enjoyment as well.

*Teh tarik is tea served by pouring the tea to and fro at a distance from the teapot into the cup. In effect
aerates the tea thereby enhancing the flavour.
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impinged heavily the innermost feelings of the GAM leadership in Stockholm. They

saw the Acehnese people in great suffering. This tsunami was a sort of anchoring point
for both GAM and the Indonesian Government to moor the peace talks and from which
to bring a mission of peace to the Veranda of Mecca. These two parties, once totally
opposed to one another for over thirty years, were now joined together as one by the
tsunami factor. The feelings of anger, and the burning coals of revenge for their
enemies, were all suddenly swamped and washed away by the tsunami. Bodies
scattered around smashed homes and buildings made the GAM leadership want to
return straight away to help lighten the suffering of their fellow rebels and their people
struck by the tsunami. However, Malik Mahmud discovered later many of the GAM
leaderships' family in Aceh were lost as well. For certain, the tsunami disrupted GAM
fighting efforts and their continuing guerrilla war; their militia members were
distracted concerned about the plight of their families back in their villages.

The Government position on this was quite clear. A few days after the tsunami,
the Vice President Jusuf Kalla, publicly announced that a ggjv peace initiative would
be immediately launched. The problem being, said JK, that humanitarian aid and
onstruction of Aceh, would face total obstruction if there was no peace. For Kalla,
it was impossible to re-build Aceh from the shards of this destruction if the Government
and GAM were still at one another's' throats. Gun fire would still be heard, violence
would persist, and mutual suspicion would continue if there was no peace. How would
it be possible to rebuild Aceh under these appalling conditions? How would it possible
to build bridge and road foundations when building materials were washed away or
damaged? How was it possible for reconstruction to start if aid workers were terrorized
by violence? And what about food aid? It would not be possible for food aid to reach
its destination if violence continued to imprison Aceh from the outside world.

Moreover, Kalla proposed a wider conceptual thesis. Inter national aid and
reconstruction efforts in Aceh post-tsunami would not necessarily provide relief for the
Acehnese but could become a problem in the future. Representatives from countries
and
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international organisations from around the world who came to the aid of the Veranda
of Mecca with the will, the equipment, the funds, the experience, the knowledge and
the expertise, if one of them were kidnapped or killed by whomsoever, Kalla felt that
there could be no peace pact between the Government and GAM. If that occurred, the
world would join hands and flee from Aceh in the midst of this suffering.

The Second Factor: This renewed Indonesian Government se riousness under the
duumvirate of Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Jusuf Kalla demonstrated their
seriousness to start peace talks with GAM. The desire of these two leaders was not
merely rhetoric, but clearly they meant action. In fact, these two leaders wanted to
continue their initiative to open up further the road to peace in Aceh. In the previous
cabinet as ministers they both joined forces in tactics for this peace process. Now as
President and Vice President this was simplified and they were free to take any action
they wanted.

The seriousness and commitment of these leaders was acknow ledged by Malik
Mahmud in our second round of talks in Helsinki. "Frankly, Pak Hamid, we wish to
talk because we believe that SBY and Pak Jusuf are strongly committed to peace. It is
not merely lip service. We are convinced of this because they have for some time
sought ways and means to contact us," said Malik. One major factor demonstrating
their serious intent was the fact that they sent the Coordinating Minister for Political
Affairs, Justice and Human Rights along with two other minister to speak directly with
GAM.

Related to this point, Jusuf Kalla repeatedly stressed that by sending a number of
ministers to the talks with GAM was not in any way reducing the authority of the
government. In fact, their presence enhanced the Government's standing, seriousness
and prestige in these talks. Kalla's attitude to this point was made public countering
criticism over why the Government was being represented at such a level. The critics
claimed this showed that the Government had already lost in these talks before they
even started; they were just rebels being invited to meet with ministers. SBY-JK took
no notice of this sort of criticism. For these two leaders, peace in Aceh meant saving
lives, and that was paramount.
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This conviction of GAM was the major asset for the Government delegation. When
I relayed Malik's comment to me on to JK by telephone, JK instructed me to pray
straight away offering thanks because this showed that the road to peace would be
smooth because there was a basis of belief which had settled in the minds of the GAM
delegates. This meant that the GAM leader and leaders had a positive outlook over
Indonesia's good intentions. "Seize upon that Hamid! Improve upon it and as well
improve your personal relationship with the GAM team, particularly Pak Malik
Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah. Send them my best personal regards as well as the
President's," said JK.

The Third Factor: TNI strongly supported peace in Aceh. Related to this point,
many confused people were pessimistic that a peace agreement with GAM could be
achieved. Their assessment was impossible as TNI would certainly frustrate it. The
problems, they claimed, was that TNI had business interest in Aceh - an un audited and
unsupervised war budget and a war which was means to promotion. Another point of
view was TNI did not want peace in Aceh as they sought revenge against GAM. TNI
never considered GAM as a party to any peace talks, only as a party which had to be
exterminated. This assessment was not entirely out of order as even until the last round
of talks, there were still senior TNI officers using the terms "to wipe out" or "to
strangle" about GAM. "For us, in TNI, there is no place for persons who rebel," stated
one senior TNI officer.

They were clearly in the wrong and fortunately in the minority. TNI actually
supported the acceleration of the peace talks. In this context, the role of President SBY
was very dominant; his authority over TNI was extraordinary. In our last meeting with
him at the State Palace with the TNI Commander SBY underscored the point that INI
must accept the political leadership's decisions. TNI must only implement these
decisions. The TNI Commander at that time, General Endriartono Sutarto expanded
the President's statement by saying, "Bapak President and Bapak Vice President, we
are ready to support all presidential policies and orders. For us, peace in Aceh must be
achieved and then maintained."
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Following this meeting, the TNI Commander called me aside for a private word in
another room. "Pak Hamid. Keep on going. If there are matters which you request and
need from TNI, TNI is ready to support all your endeavours for peace. Many consider
TNI does not want peace. That is illogical. We have lost many soldiers in Aceh and
many are incapacitated from this conflict. How can any commander permit a situation
where his men are killed and wounded?" stated TNI Commander Endriartono.

On another occasion at the State Palace, after the third round of talks, the issues of
the Acehnese flag flying alongside the national flag and the playing of the Indonesian
national anthem "Indonesia Raya" along with "The Aceh Hymn" broke loose in
Indonesia and confused matters greatly.

On this occasion, I was enjoying a cup of tea, when I was confronted by a TNI
general. Forcefully he said to me, "Pak Hamid, why do you let GAM have their own
flag and anthem? TNI's attitude to this is one national flag - the red and white, and only
one national anthem 'Indonesia Raya", "

Noticing this exchange, Endriartono joined us saying to this general, "Do not be
provoked by this news. This is not the case. It is not intended that the GAM flag and
anthem become the national flag and anthem. Pak Hamid yesterday already explained
this."

Later I came to understand from Major General Usman Basya, one of our
delegation, that during our meetings in Helsinki, there was one general who expressed
discordant opinions about our peace talks. To counter this, Endriartono summonsed
some 100 senior TNI officers to Cilaggkap army headquarters, to brief them. Here
Endriartono stated whomsoever in TNI who tried to stir up trouble over the Aceh peace
talks he would personally place his pistol against their head and pull the trigger.

With such a supportive attitude like that, I was more able to focus myself actively
on the conduct of these peace talks. It was no longer necessary to feel concerned or
fearful or be intimidated by anyone as I now clearly had the full protection of TNI to
achieve peace in Aceh. On each and every departure and return from each round of
peace talks, Endriartono always made an opportunity to discuss with
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me matters at hand. At each of these briefings, I always left assured of continued
TNI full support for the talks. We did not have many telephone calls to one another.

The Fourth Factor: TNI's widespread military actions before the tsunami had in
fact pushed GAM forces into retreat and in a number of areas GAM had suffered
significant defeats. These factors caused the GAM leadership to re-evaluate their
position and strategies towards the Indonesian Government. When GAM received the
offer of serious peace talks with the Government, they welcomed it with great
enthusiasm. I believe that at the time, GAM fighting spirit in the field had changed.

The Fifth Factor: This was the leadership of the former Finnish President Martti
Ahtisaari, who mediated and facilitated these peace talks. He was firm in leading the
dialogue throughout the talks and provided tactics to seek solutions when our
discussions were dead locked. Also, he had a well thought out program for each of the
rounds and was ready with a thousand responses to any question from either side of the
peace table. He always opened each round setting out the agenda and the substantive
issues which need to be addressed. Apart from this, his authority as a former president
was really spelling binding, not only with us at the peace table but with senior officials
of the EU. Throughout our talks, he communicated directly with the Secretary General
of the United Nations, Koffi Annan keeping him abreast of our progress. With all of
this, he could with ease arrange anything required to advance the peace talks.

One time in the second round of talks, Nur Djuli, the GAM spokesman, was still
touching upon the issue independence. Ahtissari, openly rapped his pencil on the table
and yelled, "I have stated from he beginning, our discussions here are for peace not for
independence. It seems as if you do not understand my position on this. Because of
this, you GAM, are just wasting my time here. I do not wish to be facilitator anymore
because you are inconsistent. Now, please will you leave this room and go home. The
door is wide open for you to pack your bags and do not ever contemplate returning here
to me. [ will remind you that you will never achieve your demands for independence.
At least while I am alive. I will use every muscle and
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all the influence I have in Europe and in the international community to prevent this.
So that your dreams are purely fanciful! So, it is uﬁ) you!"

This firm attitude was also directed at Damien Kingsbury, an Australian academic,
advising GAM. On that occasion, the GAM spo kesman was unable to get his point
across and asked if Kingsbury could explain this particular point. Kingsbury with a
certain know all style started to force the point and Ahtisaari made himself clear. "I feel
Mr Kingsbury you are extremely paranoid. You were invited here not to teach us. The
constitutional problems have already been addressed by Minister Awaludin and you
are no smarter than he is on matters of the Indonesian Constitution. I wish to remind
you, Mr Kingsbury, that all of us here are well educated and well read. Further, I should
add, that you are here only as an advisor not as a delegate. I am extremely displeased
with your attitude here. You are not seeking a solution but you yourself are a problem."

At other times, Ahtisaari could be very friendly even with a serious face. He had
the appearance of someone who was full of humour. He was able to present his wishes
by in a humorous manner and also, in a similar way deflate any uncomfortable
situation. He was skilled a finding a way through a problem. Often times he would
invite me to join him for a walk besides the stream where we chat about history.gn the
middle of this discussion, he would cleverly insert his wish. He did the same with Malik
Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah, and afterwards would invite the three of us for a drink at
the small table. Generally, this resulted in all problems being easily solved.

The Sixth Factor: This was a concrete agenda offered by the Indonesian
Government which established a favourable Indonesian Government position. Whereas
GAM went around in circles, complaining, arguing and attempting to giggle when
bringing up substantive issues. Ahtisaari invariably used concrete proposals. Regularly
he made his point by saying to GAM, "What more do you want from the Indonesian
Government? The offer clearly benefits everyone. You must be rational and realistic.
You will never again have such an offer in front of you and you never did in the past."
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The intended agenda was preceded by the grant of amnesty to GAM prisoners.
Here was the beginning for the following offers, for example economic compensation.

These concrete offers were a pre-condition to the talks for JK. "Hamid, you must
precede them with a commonsense program. Start with amnesty. Convince them that
amnesty means all prisoners will be released with their reputation restored in the eyes
of our government," he said.

Linked to this, JK was very skilled at planning. With a cheap biro which he always
used, he sketched out his ideas in a matrix on a sheet of paper. For us delegates, it was
easy to follow because all of it was set out like a menu. All we had to do was to turn it
into words.

Along with these concrete offers, the Indonesian Government had a clear time
frame. From the start JK forecast that there would be five rounds of talks. He even went
so far as to put a deadline on the final round and the peace agreement which was to
happen before 17th August 2005, Indonesia's National Day. For JK discussions without
a time frame inevitably found difficulty achieving anything because discussions would
wander aimlessly all over the place. Peace talks for JK were talks which had to focus
on substantive issues, there would be offers and there would be those who accepted
those offers. This process of bargaining must be given a set time.

Kalla fixed the five rounds from his experience in both the Poso and Ambon peace

talks. The first round woulclgr certain be full of abuse and insults from GAM.
11

The Seventh Factor: This was international support for the Aceh peace talks.
Here, GAM was probably disappointed expecting international support while sitting
opposite the Indonesian delegatigm. The opposite occurred with the new Indonesian
Government of SBY and JK gace initiative being strongly supported by the
international community.

How did international support speed up the peace process? This cannot be
separated from the tsunami disaster where the international community was shocked
contributing massive humanitarian aid to Aceh and helping with reconstruction post-
tsunami. It is reasonable and rational to assume that none of this would have occurred
without
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a peace process underway between the Indonesian Government and GAM.

The international community focussed on rescue and humanitarian mission rather
than the politics of conflict; and chose a program of food, health care, provision of
clean drinking water, housing for those who lost their homes, fund raising to re-build
a destroyed Aceh, building bridges and roads and so forth countering the agenda of
GAM. Individual countries applied their own emphasis to meet these extensive
humanitarian needs. This was demonstrated by the flood of NGOs from all over the
world coming to help in Aceh.

The growth of international concern over the Aceh disaster cannot be separated
from the role of the mass media which in unison increased the sympathy over an Aceh
which has been hammered to smithereens by the tsunami. This news pressured most
governments to come and lend a helping hand lightening the load of the Acehnese and
the Indonesian people at large. Thus it was clear that the world wanted peace for Aceh
and supported the Indonesian Government's peace initiative. With resolution and unity
they supported the Indonesian Government seeking peace with GAM.

The Eighth Factor: This was no less than the overall format of the talks. This
time, the Indonesian Government and GAM met directly at one table. There were no
middlemen conveying each party's wishes and requests to and fro between the parties.
Consequently, there could be no misunderstanding. There were no censors protecting
sensitivities.

This idea of a direct meeting was our Vice President Jusuf Kalla's idea. "Y ou must
meet them eye-to-eye and you must shake their hands. Feel whether their hands are
warm or cold. Eyes are a reflection of the words of the heart." A direct meeting was
most certainly very effective apart from each side hearing directly what was said by
the other, and sensing the breathing patterns of the other side, all plans and thoughts
could be readily identified.

This meeting format effectively bridged the apparent wide gap between the parties.
Any problems from either side could be simply laid out and responded to by the other
side. In the end there was a unity of perception. In short, all cards were played open on
the meeting
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table. None were hidden or held back. Because of this approach, all problems could
eventually be solved.

Another benefit of this style of meeting, either party could ask for the proceedings
to be suspended whenever to lobby the other side when it required this sort of
mechanism. Both sides could also request to defer discussions on certain agenda items
which had a time frame if it was felt to be too sensitive to be discussed in that session.
However, in a number of sensitive agenda items, a wink between me and Malik could
solve the problem. For example, when discussion became heated, all I had to do was
wink at Malik or nod my head in order to signal for us to leave the room and meet in
the lobby where we could settle this heated problem. This was very effective and would
have been impossible to do in any other meeting format.

The Ninth Factor: This was personal intensive lobbying. The personal contact
between senior GAM officials and government officials was a significant and powerful
factor. During the course of the talks, VP Kalla on countless times spoke on the
telephone directly with Malik Mahmud or Zaini Abdullah whether in the middle of our
meetings or prior to or after our meetings.

The same occurred with Ahtisaari. With this sort of exchange the GAM leaders
and Ahtisaari were further convinced of the government's sincerity to achieve peace.

Apart from the VP who actively lobbied, Dr Farid and my self made personal and
intensive contact with the GAM delegation where Dr Farid proved himself to be a
skilled operator in this field.

Occasionally after the meetings finished, Farid would mysteriously disappear.
Later we learnt that he went off to buy drinking water, and foodstuffs and other stuff
for the GAM people who were staying in another hotel. With this simple style GAM
were rather stunned by Farid who cared for their needs personally. Farid really is an
expert at getting alongside people. "Hamid please let Farid become the field force to
approach GAM leaders there. He can so easily touch people's hearts because he is a
doctor. What is important don't let him have an opportunity to speak at the meeting
table, don't give him papers or any documents because for certain he will be lose them,"
said JK to me about Farid.




254 PEACE IN ACEH

In a still heated atmosphere, with both our camps shooting verbally at one another,
in the second round of talks in Helsinki, without the knowledge of the other delegates,
Farid and I disappeared in the middle of the night. We caught ggblic transport and
headed towards the Radisson Hotel in the city. Here we met with Malik Mahmud and
Zaini Abdullah for tea and coffee where we both spoke openly. Then and there all
matters which earlier were the source of heated discussion now were cooled down and
resolved. We had several of these midnight secret meetings. The results of which were
very fruitful. Our personal relationships with these two GAM leaders became more
intimate from these meetings. Thus the task before us was easier as we now had
established good personal communications.

When Zaini's father was sick and died in Jakarta, Farid took care of all the funeral
arrangements and the return of his father's body to Aceh. The alacrity and sensitivity
shown by Farid would ave been difficult to find in any other person.

The personal relationship between us all became an article of faith between us,
between Farid, and me with Malik and Zaini and assisted in part solving our problems
at the peace table. This relationship continues between us to this day; and where Farid
greets them with the term "Abang>*"

The Tenth Factor: This was the high level of patience and tolerance possessed
by the Indonesian Government delegation. These five rounds of peace talks meant five
rounds of burning red ears for us hearing the same of the abusive attacks from the GAM
side of the table. Each time we had to face their insults we felt they, GAM, had some
psychopathic illness towards the government.

These attacks alternated from one theme to another while the government team
was steadfast never losing control of their emotions. For example, Sofyan Djalil under
these continual attacks wiggled his fingers or played with his prayer beads while
silently chanting his prayers. Many times he only expressed himself by saying softly
" Astagafirullah!">® Farid Husein had another tactic. When such attacks

F*Abang in Bahasa Indonesian means elder brother - an intimate and respectful term
S Astagafirullah in Arabic is short hand for "May God forgive me" used when sees or hears something
immoral or wrong.
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occurred he would excuse himself from the meeting and go to the toilet or telephone
JK. Puja too suppressed his emotions and would scribble meaninglessly on a sheet of
paper. One who never showed a sign of giving into this was Usman Basya, a Major
General, who made an easy soft target for GAM. I really appreciated this man's patience
and attitude. His eyes remained sharply focussed showing no reaction at all to GAM's
attacks against the Government, especially INI. He was well disciplined and never
made any comment without prior approval from the delegation head. I myself was
busied sending and receiving SMS from JK while GAM launched their attacks on the
Government.

The net result of this disciplined and determined patience by the Government
delegation in a way guaranteed the smooth process of the peace talks. That attitude was
not easy to come by. On such occasions JK would remind us to discipline ourselves to
restrain our emotions and reactions. "What you are facing are angry men, thus you must
have the ability to hear and understand the content of their anger," JK would insist.

JK's instruction above was not without a basis. His experience in the resolution of
both the Poso and Ambon conflicts in recent years past made JK believe that his success
in pacifying people was his patience. "You Hamid and Farid had experience in Ambon
and Poso before. They were always angry, but if you were patient and tolerant in the
end they would follow your wishes," said JK once again. Except this did not mean the
Indonesian delegation should sit quietly. On many points, we reacted strongly against
GAM. One reaction we were compelled to make was when we reached the point of no
return in our discussions. With angry or strong reactions to GAM my colleagues in the
delegation happily handed me this job of responding. This was also urged by JK who
said, "Hamid, you really have to be angry and smack the table on some occasions. You
have good instincts to retaliate, remember, these talks are like negotiating an offer and
acceptance. Here, in the middle of this there is a difference. The difference is that you
must do it with a firm and clear attitude. Remember that!"
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1
The Eleventh Factor: This factor gas the agreement of both parties to commit
not to publicising the substance of these talks while they were underway. Both the
Government and GAM observed this rule of the game; the same went for the mediator
as well. The mediator would only meet the press at the conclusion of each round and
this would be with the joint approval of both sides for any text of any press release.

Time after time, JK from the very beginning hammered the point that whatever the
content or atmosphere of these peace talks it was not for the general public. "The only
ones who can know are the President, the Vice President, and the Coordinating Minister
for Politics, Justice and Human Rights. You are not even to tell your wife. Your mouth
is locked tight," said JK firmly.

This policy of keeping our mouths closed was an excellent tactic which contributed
to the success of the talks. At least controversy and public debate could be limited and
thus well controlled as persons or parties wishing to debate or create heated controversy
had no real facts at all. They could only guess! Thus with their repeated attacks on the
peace talks they always lost their argument as their shots were inaccurate.

The outcome of the talks could be easily foretold if we had not adhered to our
"closed mouth policy". Any agenda item of importance from the peace table could, if
leaked, have become a public problem influencing the attitudes of both the government
delegates and their opposite number, GAM. The same could be said about the
atmosphere of the talks which, if public, could have given rise to public pro-contra
debate which undoubtedly would have lead to failure of these peace talks.

As leader of the government team, [ avoided reading daily news papers to limit the
possibility of leaks attributed to me. So each morning the Indonesian delegation sent a
written report to the President, the Vice President and the Coordinating Minister for
Politics, Justice and Human Rights in Jakarta. After Sofyan Djalil and I had read it, I
approved it by initialling it. I never retained copies of it. All of them were handed to
other members of our delegation such as Puja Wisesa and Usman Basya.
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The MOU draft document which I initialled with Malik Mahmud and Zaini
Abdullah on 17th July 2005 I did not keep a copy. Afterinitialling, I asked Farid Husein
to take them to JK in Jakarta. In brief, to maintain secrecy, as far as possible throughout
the talks I endeavoured not to hold any documents related to the substance or
atmosphere of the talks.

This policy of "closed mouth" was tiresome, especially for me and Sofyan Djalil-
cabinet members - when set upon by the questioning press. As head of the delegation
when [ spotted the press I would try to evade them. For Sofyan it was worse because
he was Minister of Information! His job was normally briefing the press. However, our
mission had to be executed consistently.

Probably worst of all with this policy was dealing with our Indonesian Parliament.
A number of parliamentarians felt that all of the substance peace talks should disclosed.
There were those who accused us of being an underground movement. And there were
those who accused us of selling Indonesia's sovereignty. [ cannot count the number of
times Sofyan Djalil and I clashed with the Parliament.

Would we withdraw? Never! The talks must go on as our mission was clearly to
save lives. Sofyan and I were invariably of the same mindset. How come our interest
remained so idealistic when we were damned as selling our national sovereignty and
so on. On one occasion at meeting between the Government and Parliamentary
Commission I, while I along with our Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice and
Human Rights, our Minister for Defence and Security, our Minister for Foreign Affairs
and our Minister for Home Affairs were attending a meeting with Commission III, I
was censured in Commission I for having failed to appear when it was clear 1 was
present in the Parliament. On completion with Commission III I went to Commission
I where I then became their target. One member of this Commission went so far as to
censure me again and to defame me bordering on the personal. I did not react in the
least, although there were other commission members who quietly encouraged me to
retaliate. My simple principle was that ignorant people or those who feign ignorance
will always go to extremes of behaviour. Further, I was confident that our peace talks
would succeed and those who




258 PEACE IN ACEH

criticized these talks would regret their criticism. Sofyan and I never feared any
criticism.

Furthermore, JK always defended and protected us. "Confront all of them, because
you are the ones creating the truth. Do not worry you are doing good deeds for
mankind," said JK in support. To overcome all of this criticism, JK made one short
clear and logical remark, "The name of the game is discussion, and if it is a closed
discussion, then there is nothing to be discussed. If it is open, then it is not a closed
meeting. All will be revealed once we have agreement."

The Twelfth Factor: This was GAM's disciplined structure. Throughout our talks,
there was not one GAM activist who deviated from their leadership's orders in Helsinki.
All of them submitted to the leadership of Malik and Zaini.




14
REFLECTIONS ON SENSITIVE ISSUES

During these five rounds of talks a number of sensitive issues came to the fore inviting
public discussion and debate in Jakarta. Many times, people or parties called for the
peace talks to stop. These demands were unnecessary, if they had been just a little more
patient controlling their lust to comment..... but in our new found democracy they
certainly had their right to comment. What became a problem was many of them really
did not know the gist of the Aceh problem. Because of this they were invariably
confused in their guesses of what was going on in the talks. Also, there were some who
understood the problems perfectly well but wanted to show off; but most of them could
be classified as only wanting to spout off and seek publicity.

Inappropriate to Sit at the Same Table

The first issue to come up was our meeting plan. Unrelenting comments from the
parliament, observers and leaders claimed that the Government was making a gross
error. As GAM were rebels and traitors, it was inappropriate for Government
representatives to sit at the same table with them. What did not make any sense to these
critics was that the Government was sending three Ministers to meet with these national
traitors. If there were to be meetings with GAM, they said it was more than adequate
for the Government to be represented at departmental or bureau head level. While we
were undertaking
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our peace mission to save lives, one active general commented "Whip them!"

Their objections were really united over they that they felt it was unnecessary for
the Government to meet with GAM. They were simply rebels and traitors against the
unitary state of the Republic of Indonesia. It was improper to show any courtesy at all
towards GAM. Their line of thinking was a zero-sum game. For them the doorway for
any reconciliation must be tightly closed. Another line of their thinking was supported
by the argument that in the past every series of peace initiatives had all run aground.

In this cross fire of opinion and pressuring, we had to give SBY and JK thumbs up
for their unswerving determination to proceed with these peace talks with GAM. Here
we also must register our appreciation of the TNI leadership who 100 per cent
supported our national leadership in these talks.

In facing these bitter attacks, JK was always a comforter to our Go vernment
delegation. "There is no point being upset by it all. There is no well meaning action or
initiative without a price to paid. Think of this commentary as the price you have to
pay for your good deeds. Donate this price to an orphanage but we will bring them a
greater do nation - peace for people who have been fighting for 30 years," said JK.

As a genuine businessman JK was an exggrt on up-ending the logic of many
people. If we continue to fight, it meant that the Unitary State of the Republic of
Indonesia (NKRI) is shaky; but with peace, NKRI would stand firm and strong. This
was JK's overriding thought. Thus, one of the ways to strengthen NKRI was to sit with
GAM and make peace, and not to continue to be enemies anymore.

Further, people who were upset by this peace initiative seemed to overlook the
great cost to our country. Not only in terms of military budgets and army logistics, but
in terms of the many lives lost, or the many Acehnese women who were widowed; or
the countless young children who were orphaned. That is without taking into
consideration devastating effects on the Acehnese education system caused by many
schools being burnt and destroyed.

Also, the psychological and sociological aspects were overlooked by these nay-
sayers. Over those 30 years, the children of Aceh grew up
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in a climate of fear. This atmosphere of violence and mutual distrust accompanied them
growing up. The Acehnese economy was in total disarray prior to tsunami and
subsequent reconstruction. Was this too high a price to pay for the status of talks
between the Government representatives and GAM? Our reply was in saving people's
lives, matters of status were utterly irrelevant. For the security and for the future of our
children, the children of Aceh, a table between our ministers and GAM was
meaningless.

Why did this sacred mission to save our nations' children have to be measured
against social status with political labels? There was absolutely no raging revolt in our
hearts witnessing the 30 years of violence in Aceh? Must we still no longer care that
the list of deaths of our nation's children in Aceh grew longer every day? For the
Government delegation, there was only one choice: Violence had to stop forthwith,
lives had to be saved to bring forth a glorious age for the children of Aceh. There was
only one road: PEACE!

The National Anthem: Indonesia Raya

Our third round of talks often erupted in heated outbursts. Back in Indonesia the
atmosphere had heated up too. There was only one reason for this. Out of nowhere, it
was said that the Government delegates had agreed with GAM that they could use the
Aceh flag, instead of the national flag - the red and white and as well have their own
anthem replacing the Indonesian national anthem, Indonesia Raya. The Indonesian
delegates were thus then damned as people who sold our Indonesian nation and our
nationality.

I had just landed in Jakarta from Helsinki a few hours and headed to a state
ceremony at the State Palace. Here, an active general approached me saying firmly,
"Pak Hamid, TNI is resolute that there is only one flag in Indonesia, the red and white.
We will die for this. We also only know one national anthem, Indonesian Raya. Why
did you, Pak Hamid, allow GAM have their own flag and anthem? This can't be true?"

Thankfully, General Endriartono, TNI Commander appeared from nowhere and
smartly corrected this general, "Hang on. It is not like that. Allow the Government
delegates to explain There have
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been no mistakes at all made by our peace delegation. All has been reported to the
President, the Vice President and I have been briefed by telephone by Pak Hamid"
"OK, then Sir" responded this general.

What happened was incorrect information coming out of our talks. In the third
round, GAM did in fact demand their own flag and anthem. Except none of this meant
that the national flag or the national anthem would be replaced by an Acehnese flag or
anthem.

Upon receipt of JK's blessing, the Indonesian Government delegation accepted
GAM wish for a flag and anthem. For JK, GAM's wish was not out of the ordinary as
every province in Indonesia had their own flag; even some regencies had their own too.
The intended song was a hymn which has a vastly different meaning to a national
anthem.

For JK, all of these accusations and attacks were easily countered because their
pretexts collapsed by themselves. It was clear enough that provincial government
institutions, even Harley Davidson clubs, had flags. It was likely that dove fanciers had
flags and logos too! Nearly every educational foundation or student organisation had
their own flags, uniforms and their hymns too, like HMI.3® So GAM's long time wish
had been in place nationwide in other provinces and organisations. [t was nothing new
and certainly not taboo.

To make this clear, just go to the auditorium at National Police Headquarters or
the Department of Home Affairs. In both of these places all the provincial flags are
displayed, for example the Jakarta City Special Province has the National Monument
as the main symbol on their flag. In every provincial governor's office there are their
provincial flags along with their regency flags. With this sort of argument and logic,
the Government delegation's position was on safe ground. Our peace talks could now
continue.

Cultural and Sporting Teams

We had just bedded down the problem of the flag and anthem, when another blow
struck: Could Aceh's cultural and sports teams represent the state? GAM brought this
matter up. Our list of sins was

SSHMI -Himpunan Mahasiswa Indonesia - the Indonesian Students Association
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now longer in the eyes of those who were skilled at raising negative issues and
objections over our peace talks.

Really there was no problem whatsoever over this proposal of GAM's. The proof:
There had always been provincial teams, even regency and city teams, which travelled
overseas to stage cultural or sporting events. They all used the name and symbol of
Indonesia.

We pointed out that provincial, regency or city sports teams regularly travelled
overseas whether for friendly matches, exhibition or straight competition. Invariably
and understandably, they would in any case be labelled as representatives of Indonesia.

When GAM demanded that an Acehnese team had the right to represent Indonesia
at the Olympics, the Government spokesman promptly quashed this saying, "Unlikely
to happen, for the reason that the Olympics occur every four years and can only be
attended by national teams." The Government position on this was sensibly accepted
by GAM.

So in reality the discussion on cultural and sports teams in the peace talks was
nothing to worry unduly about at all and in no way undgggined the authority of the
unitary state. All our discussions from then on continued within the framework of the
unitary state and was effectively applied to each agenda discussion item. No one went
out in to the corridor as a result for an informal side meeting as we did on more
contentious issues.

Interest Rates

This issue arose very quickly and became equally quickly heated. Yet again we,
the Government delegation were cornered by our critics as a party who was creating a
state within a state. The problem was simple. GAM proposed that the Aceh Provincial
Government later on could set its own interest rates in Aceh. The Government
delegation agreed.

Again it resulted in insults and vituperation. We were accused of selling out our
nation, this was unprecedented! Now there would be only two organisations which set
exchange rates in one country, our critics claimed. One was Bank Indonesia and the
other Aceh. Clearly their thinking was very confused. In fact, what we discussed in
Helsinki was interest rates not exchange rates.
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Immediately JK called together the Government delegation and a couple of
Ministers. He said, these attacks were premature and could be easily defeated. Our
critics were so impatient in their thinking they confused interest rates with exchange
rates, a vast difference in meaning. Exchange is the currency used, that is rupiah and
interest rate is the percentage on a loan or a deposit.

To the Ministers present at this meeting JK explained what the delegation had done
was correct in granting the Aceh Government the right to set its own interest rates at a
later date. Not exchange rates! Later JK explained that every bank has a different
interest rate.

The difference is a magnet to attract funds from depositors. What was wrong with
the Aceh Provincial Government later setting their own interest rates? For example, if
the Aceh Provincial Development Bank fixed its rate too low, lower than other banks,
their local bank would be in trouble as depositors will run to other banks which offer a
higher rate. On the other hand, if the local bank sets its rates too high, far higher than
other banks, they will in the end pay a high price for this action and go bankrupt.

On hearing this logical explanation, the attacks on interest rates were not only
overcome but immediately stopped. Thanks to God, we could continue on with our
peace talks and focus on the business in front of us.

Revoking Their Demands

In April 2005 the Indonesian delegation met with GAM for the third round of peace
talks in Helsinki. Again, we were criticized by these self-appointed experts. They
wanted to know why GAM had not yet explicitly announced that they would revoke
their demand for independence from NKRI. It is now three months since these talks
started and GAM still does not want to concede. What's the meaning of all of this?
These talks must be certainly being manipulated by GAM. It is best that these peace
talks are immediately and unconditionally stopped. This was the sort of hostile barrage
we faced from home.

Facing these attacks from these 'experts’, Sofyan Djalil and I remained cool, calm
and collected. On the odd occasion we could
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giggle a bit seeing these attacks change direction. Our problem was we wished to
explain the matter publicly but we had sworn to JK to keep our mouths shut.
Consequently, we avoided any substantive discussions with the press for fear it would
in the future become yet another possible stumbling block in our talks.

The attacks that GAM must immediately announce the revocation of all their
demands for independence was easily answered. From the first to the third round of
talks, the facilitators, Crisis Management Initiative, headed by Martti Ahtisaarii,
always sent to both the Government and GAM an invitation with a fixed theme and
time frame. On the invitation to each and every round, Ahtisaari made it clear that all
discussions on Aceh were predicated within the framework of Special Autonomy for
Aceh and nothing else.

With such a clear and firm framework like this GAM had no hope of success in
raising the matter of independence again in the talks. More importantly, in accepting
an invitation where the subject matter was already set, GAM in practical procedural
sense had no further opportunity to raise the matter of independence, as they had
automatically and implicitly accepted de facto they were working within the framework
of NKRI.

Reacting to these continued demands that GAM revoke their independence from
NKRI demands, Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah invited me to join them for a walk
along the nearby lake. "We sympathise with you, Pak Hamid and with Pak Sofyan,
after reading the news from Jakarta. It is like this, Pak Hamid, it is impossible for us to
revoke our demand for independence because the boys in field will react strongly and
go berserk on us. This will be difficult to control. Our aim is to make peace and thus
all of our joint efforts will be pointless if the field in Aceh is in uproar and outrage. In
truth, our presence here to talk peace is in accordance with a set outline and that is we
will no longer call for independence. That's it, Pak Hamid. It goes without saying."

"What was important to us was how we could accelerate these talks," added Zaini.
"Please would you immediately advise the VP? We must protect him because this is
linked to both the continuation of our dialogue and the future of Aceh," Zaini also
added. I relayed
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this on to JK who ordered me to wash ritually and offer a prayer of thanks that GAM's
attitude was quite clear and firm. 'Hamid, you must offer prayers of thanks for much
has been achieved in such a short time," ordered JK. After my telephone call to JK was
finished, Malik registered his wish to speak with JK. I handed over my cell phone to
Malik. I have no idea what was said between the two of them, but Malik got off the
phone beaming, full of smiles and no longer with a worried brow.

After his call to JK, Malik invited me to join with him and Zaini in the shade of a
tree. Malik broke our momentary silence by saying, "Pak Hamid, one of my motives
for immediate peace is the environmental destruction in Aceh. In the future 1 really
wish to see Aceh's forests fixed. I am an environmentalist at heart. I would like to bring
you, Pak Hamid, to travel around Aceh, visit our villages and enjoy the beauty of Aceh.
May I do this almost at once? I visualize an Aceh in the future where big trees are
protected just like the one we are now standing under."

"So that is it, Pak Hamid, wherever possible please do not raise the matter of
independence in our forum as our other GAM delegates will react and then only focus
back on this issue. Far better we discuss other matters which will bring us to a
subsequent peace agreement. It is best we concentrate on things which support the
peace agreement," Malik proposed. Here Zaini interceded, "I am of the same mind Pak
Hamid. Don't let us waste time going over things that are already. clear enough. GAM's
position is clear, just as proposed by Tengku Malik. That is enough." "God willing,
Tengku, both of us can hold firm to these undertakings. The Government side will not
raise this issue at the peace table. will keep your words, Tengku Malik, it goes without
saying," I replied. Whereupon, Malik hugged me tight saying "God willing, we will
make it Pak Hamid!"

Police and Prosecutors

These were two really hot topics. The incessant attacks rained down on us in
torrents from several so-called "experts': It was alleged that Government team had
systematically and intentionally emasculated the existence of several state
instrumentalities, that of the police and
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the prosecutors. The basis of this, (yes we had seen it before!) was their impatience
finding the correct information. Everything that was heard unsubstantiated or not had
to be commented on. The problem was this: GAM proposed a possibility for the Aceh
Government to be granted the authority to determine who would be their Attorney
General and their Chief of Police in Aceh. The Government position on this was quite
clear. It had no problems whatsoever with this GAM proposal. Again critical charges
were levelled at the Government which they saw had condoned a state within a state.

"How can Aceh be granted the authority to determine who will be their Attorney
General and Chief of Police? This was an insult!" raged one commentator. "Ah, the
Government is giving too much leeway to GAM. How is it possible that the
appointment of the Attorney General and Chief of Police can involve the Aceh
Government? This would be the seeds of independence for Aceh," said another. In
summary, there was not one positive or supportive commentator. They all pushed the
Government into a corner, mainly the negotiating team.

Continuing, they demanded why didn't the Government object to this above
proposal of GAM? "What is the problem with this? Don't be in such a hurry to jump to
conclusions and be prejudiced againggus," countered JK over these attacks. There was
nothing to worry about at all. Read Law No 18 of 2001 regarding Special Autonomy
for Aceh. In this legislation it is stated that the appointment of both the Attorney
General and the Chief of Police would be done with prior consultation with the
Governor. So what's the problem?" stressed JK. "Keep on going. You are on the right
track," he counselled us delegates.

When Sofyan Djalil and I brought this matter to the attention of the President and
the Vice President, both leaders asked us to study in detail all the legal aspects. Prior
to leaving for Helsinki the VP chaired a meeting in his offices specifically to discuss
these matters raised by GAM in relation to Law No 18.

The reason for this Law was, in brief, to address the subject of the appointment of
the Chief of Police and Attorney General, thus GAM's proposal which had been
attacked from left and right in Jakarta was not a real problem at all. It was obvious our
critics had not read Law No 18.
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Explanation upon explanation flowed out and gradually the criticism abated. Now
the Government team could breathe easily. We had made it over this one particular
hurdle.

A Furious Parliament

From early on a number of Members of Parliament had sounded the alarm bells
over the peace initiative. A number of agenda items angered them, one of them was the
formal inter-reaction between the Aceh Provincial Parliament and the National
Parliament relating to matters pertaining to Aceh. This really had their blood boiling.
In our discussions GAM wished that every piece of proposed legislation passed by the
National Parliament should be approved beforehand by the Aceh Parliament.

Without a moment's thought, the flood gates of outrage at Senayan’’ broke open.
Once again the negotiating team became the Parliament's target of attack. We were
accused of not understanding our own Constitution, and that our Parliament is the
highest national body and was the apogee of legislation. Thus, in their minds, it was
totally unconstitutional for a Provincial Parliament® to dictate to the National
Parliament.

"This must be stopped. It is over board. How come it is possible that the Provincial
parliament can formulate legislation? Basically, these peace talks must be stopped
forthwith. What has been done by our Government is absolutely wrong," remarked one
commentator. "How is it possible that the Provincial Parliament can dictate to the
National Parliament? This is obviously is upside-down logic. Precisely it is actually
this: the National Parliament determines the structure underneath it by legislation
which is made jointly with the Parliament and the Government," explained another of
these commentators. In short, we had a number of angry parliamentarians on our hands.

In the middle of this battle, JK called together a number of national
parliamentarians. "What sort of problems legislated by the National Parliament would
be linked to the provinces and would involved

“’Senayan is the site of the Indonesian national Parliament - DPR- Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat
FDPRD Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Daerah, provincial parliament
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their parliaments?" JK asked these parliamentarians. There was no reaction to this
question by any of these parliamentarians. Continuing JK said "There are only four
agenda matters related to the provinces which are legislated by the National Parliament
and require the participation of the provincial parliament. These four are: creation of
new administrative units within a province, formation of them, and dissolution of them,
and uniting or amalgamating these units. These four matters require legislation by the
National Parliament and the Government and before this occurs, there must be
concurrence from the Provincial Parliament stating it wishes to create, unite or form
new administrative units," JK explained.

With this sort of brief, JK said, GAM's request made obvious sense, and had as
well a firm legal basis, that is Law No 32 of 2004 regarding Local Government. As a
consequence, the Government peace team had no objections to GAM proposal.
"GAM's proposal is not a new idea and in fact we have implemented this nationwide
in every province. So there is no reason at all to drag this up. Our Government applies
the Laws made by the National Parliament consistently and correctly," said JK.

On hearing this explanation, the criticism from the parliament did not abate but
exactly the opposite occurred with h of it now renewed and focussed on the
Government delegation. Fortunately, both the President and the Vice President, in a
special meeting provided us with a full guarantee that whatever we did in Helsinki
would be the correct approach. "Seek the best and it will not be long before it is
perceived to be the best. Sometimes we need time to get acknowledgement for the good
we have done," said the President to the team. Thank God we were granted protection
by those who gave us this mandate so we could continue our peace talks.

Location of the Talks

The matter of where the talks were to be held was settled. It was Helsinki, the
capital of Finland. Critics of the talks believed that the Government's position was
weakened by this decision which would give the upper hand to GAM. These opponents
felt that the Government had caved into GAM demands to agree to a country
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which they felt pro-GAM. The critics did not stop right there. In fact, they demanded
the talks to take place within Indonesian territory.

In this vein, the Chairman of the Joint Houses of Parliament, Hidayat Nur Wahid,
went on to say it was totally inappropriate for the peace talks to take place outside our
country. The Aceh problem was an Indonesian domestic issue and the talks would be
far more meaningful if held inside Indonesia. The previous experience in Aceh peace
talks, which were always held overseas, did not deliver maximum results at all. In fact,
it would be fair to say, they failed.

Of the same opinion as Hidayat, was the Chairman of Par liamentary Commission
I, Theo Sambuaga. For Theo, it too was inappropriate that the talks were held outside
Indonesia and those they needed a foreign mediator. If an outside party was essential,
opined Theo, they should involve the Aceh Muslim clergy and as well as GAM! He
then went on to say that if these peace talks were held overseas, Parliamentary
Commission I would summons the Foreign Minister and question him.

Countering this sort of criticism was not that difficult. Historically, there had never
been peace talks held where the conflict was actually occurring. Peace talks were
always held on neutral ground. Finland was neutral ground. Our Government's logic
was commonsense. Peace talks with GAM held in anywhere in Indonesia would fail.
The GAM team members, who were spread out in a number of countries, did not trust
our Government. Reasonably, they were concerned if they put foot on Indonesian soil
they would be arrested on the spot and jailed. Once before, this had happened to one of
them, Sofian Ibrahim Tiba, a GAM member living in Japan. The concern on this was
understandable, thought JK.

On the other hand, the Indonesian Government, would in no way accept that talks
be held in Sweden because the Government felt Sweden was not neutral in their
relationship with GAM. For example, one of the key GAM leaders, Hasan Di Tiro was
now a Swedish national, as was Zaini Abdullah; while Malik Mahmud was now a
Singapore national with Swedish permanent residence.

For JK the location of the talks was of paramount important. He called Farid
Husein and me to his working office on one occasion before the talks commenced and
said. "You both were involved at the
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Malino talks to resolve Poso and Ambon. Intentionally we did not hold our talks
in Ambon or Poso because we thought they were not neutral ground. If they were held
in Ambon or Poso, there would be for sure disruptions from parties directly or
indirectly involved in the conflict. We went to Malino because it was neutral. Here,
Aceh must be settled in the same way. We have to have a neutral place free and far
from any possible disturbances."

The determination of the location also hinged strongly on the thoughts of our
mediator, Martti Ahtisaari. Because our mediator lived in Helsinki, Helsinki was
clearly the obvious choice for JK. Throughout the five rounds of talks never once did
we experience the slightest disturbance or suggestion of it. Each party received
identical and even handed treatment from the Finnish Government.

Damien Kingsbury

This was a source of trouble which we ourselves had inevitably to face. Our critics
attacked the Government team because we met with Damien Kingsbury, an Australian
professor of politics. He was GAM's political advisor and for a long time had been
black-listed from entry into Indonesia. His role for GAM was very important.

The Government team was cornered, being dictated to by Kingsbury, in his
continual comments in the international and national press which portrayed Indonesia
in a very negative light. In the second round of our talks, GAM proposed that Aceh be
termed as 'self-governing' as an alternative to autonomy. GAM's proposal was identical
with the content of Kingsbury's article in The Jakarta Post of 24 February 2005 which
in summary stated: Aceh should have the authority to make all of its own arrangements,
except for three matters - foreign policy, defence and finance. These three will remain
the authority of the central Government.

GAM demands as reflected in Kingsbury's article were not too far removed from
the intent of Special Autqggmy which was contained in Law No 18 of 2001 which
granted wide authority to the Province of Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam, except in the
areas of foreign policy, defence and security, finance, religion and justice. Even the
syariah court and syariah law could be implemented with Islamic canon law - Qanun.
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JK comfgytably responded to this by saying these demands of GAM's were already
covered by Law No 18 of 2001 regarding Special Autonomy for Aceh. "Don't be
worried by this," counselled JK.

After studying Kingsbury's article and comparing it with GAM's proposal, JK
required me to pay special attention to Kingsbury as he was obviously the strength and
the source of GAM's ideas and JK went on to say, "If necessary, make friends with him
so that we can make peace straight away."

With this sort of commonsense consideration, JK ordered Farid Husein to bring
Kingsbury to Jakarta. After that, my task, as Minister of Justice, was to ensure that
Kingsbury got safely through Immigration at Soekarno-Hatta airport because his name
was on the black list at every one of our airports and harbours. JK also order the
intelligence agencies, BIN and BAIS*?, not to put him under surveillance during his
visit to Indonesia. "We must invite this man and meet with him, if we really want to
have peace in Aceh. The nub of the problem is largely this professor." said JK.

Secretly, Kingsbury entered Jakarta and was taken directly to the Hotel Hilton,
now the Hotel Sultan and later taken then to meet with JK, Farid and myself at JK's
residence. In summary: Later Kingsbury's ideas broadcast by GAM were that there was
no difference over Law No 18 of 2001. "Fortunately for us, Kingsbury would directly
clarify this. It was not a problem. On we go!" said JK. Nobody knew of this meeting
the VP's residence.

At the end of our meeting with Kingsbury, JK told Kingsbury that if our peace
talks failed, he would announce to the world at large that one factor of any failure was
his role. He went on to accuse Kingsbury of being the brains behind GAM saying that
if these peace talks failed JK would hold him responsible. "Please do not let this
happen. I will urge GAM to continue these talks to achieve peace," requested
Kingsbury in reply.

Later, inevitably the facts of our secret talks leaked out. JK was asked by the press
if he had a "four eyes only" meeting with

SBIN - Badan Intelijens Negara- the State Intelligence Body and BAIS - Badan Intelijens Strategis the
Strategic Intelligence Body
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Kingsbury i.e. a private meeting of two persons. JK replied hat he never had a "four
eyes" meeting with Kingsbury.

To me and Farid, JK said "It was true, there was not a "four eyes" meeting with me and
Kingsbury. At this meeting, both of you were there when I met with Kingsbury. So
how many eyes was that, not four?" "That's very true. You answered the question. But
what would have happened if the journalist had asked you whether it was true that you
had a meeting with Kingsbury with your peace team? How would have you replied,
Bapak?" "Hamid, that question did not come up, so I do not have to answer you," shot
back JK.

The 1945 Constitution

After the signing of the MOU, the substance of our peace talks contained in the
MOU, suddenly again provided more ammunition to fire at our Government.

The first volume of criticism started over the non-inclusion of the Constitution in
the MOU. "This is proof that GAM that does not acknowledge our Constitution because
it is not explicitly mentioned in the MOU," one critic claimed. "The Government has
been robbed and unequivocally defeated by GAM," fumed another. In brief, the
criticism claimed that our Government had allowed GAM to put the Constitution to
one side.

To these critics, we stated that in the preamble of the MOU @ states explicitly "The
Unitary State and Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia". The word Constitution
means the Basic Laws of 1945. Indonesia has only one set of Basic Laws that is the
Basic Laws of 1945. Because of this the word Constitution is used in the MOU which
means what we intended that is the Basic Laws of 1945. There was nothing else to it!
This meant that GAM had agreed and acknowledged that our Constitution was in fact
the Basic Laws of 1945. There is no further problem," said JK.

Befgge mention of the word Constitution is the word unitary state. Here, it is clear
that the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI) has a Constitution that is
the Basic Laws of 1945. Further is clear that GAM recognizes the existence of NKRI,
so automatically
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GAM acknowledges and submits to the existing Indonesian Con stitution that is the
Basic Laws of 1945.

These words Unitary State and Constitution were purposely placed in the MOU
preamble to form an overall umbrella clause and basis for the following articles. Really
this was not a problem!

Accompanying this criticism over the Constitution, were a couple of National
Parliamentarians who did not want the MOU to be implemented before it was ratified
in the National Parliament while overlooking that fact that they had called for the MOU
to be refused ratification.

JK invited a number of National Parliamentarians to meet with the Government
team. JK's line of thinking was logical and well argued, "If the Parliament wants to
ratify the MOU, it means that the Parliament automatically recognizes GAM as a
sovereign nation. What is to be ratified by the Parliament is an international agreement,
be it either multi-lateral or bilateral. GAM is not a sovereign state. The Parliament has
repeatedly tried not to internationalize the Aceh problem. Why is this?" asked JK.
Thanks to God, this problem was happily settled and the Government team could again
sleep peacefully.

Damaging Outcomes

This next item on the agenda was intently followed by all: That of revenue sharing.
In the MOU it stated Aceh will receive 70 percent of the income derived from natural
resources produced in their province. Further in the MOU it stated that the Government
would provide funds for integration and amnesty. At the same time GAM would only
be responsible for surrendering 847 weapons for destruction and afterwards the GAM
militia would be re-integrated into society. "This is excessive and unbalanced because
the Government is conceding a lot and GAM only a little," called the critics. "This

favours GAM and will undoubtedly cause problems in other provinces," these critics
fumed.

These sorts of comments and protests upon protest we, the Government team,
accepted it with a large degree of equanimity. We were all advised by the President to
respond proportionally and respectfully saying, "Our Government must respond to all
of it;
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nothing shall be hidden. We must explain to our critics in as much detail as possible,
especially those in the DPR."

In one operational briefing with the VP, he provided our delegates with efficient
but hard-hitting responses and methods to meet this criticism. Certainly, the
Government had granted a lot in the negotiations compared with GAM. But remember
what GAM gave was all of their weapons which were used to rebel against the state,
kill our citizens and destroy our infrastructure. Above all, GAM fully recognized the
unitary state of Indonesia with our Constitution and no longer demanded independence.
This had been the nub of the problem in the past and made us enemies for those past
thirty years. The cost will be more than if we fought compared with the cost of peace,
stated the VP.

The number 70 percent of profit sharing with Aceh can be explained and was
derived from a profit and loss calculation. With a war which ran for thirty years, Aceh's
economy was utterly devastated. There was no production, for example gas. Neither
the central government nor the local government could do anything to stimulate this
stagnant economy. If there was peace, gas production could restart. With an economic
turn-around employment opportunities would abound. These opportunities would not
be limited to individuals but to companies as well and in turn the government which
would receive taxes as both individuals and companies were taxable. Consequently,
the subject of profit sharing must be viewed from a wider perspective, not the narrow
view of our critics. This was the approach adopted by our Government team when
defending ourselves from critics at home. What was certain, we faced no further serious
problems which we could not explain clearly and convincingly to our critics.

More than that, what had been handed to the Aceh Government was the key to re-
open Aceh for an economic turn-around. With this, peace would be won and stability
achieved. With new stability in Aceh, both overseas and domestic investors would race
in. Peace would become a fertile ground for investment there. Peace would be the force
driving Aceh's economy so that what had been given by our Government and in turn
accepted by GAM could not be assessed on the same basis.
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This is without adding the Government's budgetary cost for military operations.
These numbers would certainly have to be calculated every year. With peace, funds
allocated in the past for military operations now could be re-applied to improving
education, development and infrastructure-all of which was in serious disrepair during
the conflict and after the tsunami. Thus, our agreement required the Government give
to GAM and reciprocating GAM give to the Government something that was mutually
advantageous. The MOU could not in any way be construed as one party winning over
another. "Sometimes we have to give something which seems to be more than just
numbers, but in fact the rewards are greater than what we conceded,” commented JK
wisely.

Local Party Politics

In July 2005, the final round of talks Helsinki was the determining crucial round -
the make or break: Would GAM agree or not agree to end the conflict? On the first day
of this round all went smoothly with both sides discussing the MOU points which had
been drafted the month before.

On the fourth day, dark clouds swept over and lightning struck with all our
apparent happiness vaporizing. The reason: Local political parties. GAM would not
accept if there were no local political parties. in Aceh. For sure this agenda item was
delayed until the very end for we had known that this would be a complex issue.
Luckily, Sofyan Djalil and I had already forewarned Jakarta we would face a tough one
on this point.

We used every possible initiative and gambi@ito side step this issue. The offer that
the Government would assist the candidature of @AM activists who wished to run for
governor or regent or mayor wigglin the existing political parties was rejected out of
hand by GAM. At this juncture, there were some 10 political parties which had signed
up to support GAM activists who wished to run or leadership positions in Aceh in the
future. "We want to steer our own car ourselves. We do not need other people's cars,"
stated Nur Djuli, the GAM spokesman.

Also, the Government was willing to permit the formation of political parties
provided they were national parties based upon the
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province. None of this placated GAM. What made the Government stand on this
difficult issue was that Ahtisaari strongly supported this GAM demand. "Minister
Awaludin put yourself in their shoes and see how it feels," he said. "The Government
has granted a fair degree of flexibility and an opportunity to GAM but no "car" - no
vehicle. I have not yet found a way to convince them that political opportunity does not
have to be linked to a political vehicle," he continued.

The constitutional reason we submitted to GAM, rejecting the formation of local
political parties was not that strong as there was no specific prohibition in our
Constitution on this point. In fact, I was not particularly happy with my response to
GAM on this constitutional issue. In my various consultations with the Head of our
Supreme Court, Prof Bagir Manan, he opined that the Constitution in no way restricted
the formation political parties including local political parties. Further, Bagir
considered that in time to come the basis of political parties would be more inclined
towards local political parties.

This complex issue of local political parties was the most difficult of all of our
meeting agenda items. Our round which was due to finish on 15 July 2005 was
extended by one day to Saturday, 16 July 2005. Saturday midday passed with no
agreement on this point and our talks went on throughout the afternoon into the
evening. We were in a total dead-end after 12 hours of non-stop talks. Both sides were
tense, including Martii Ahtisaari. A number of times Ahtisaari invited me to talk in
private with him - a heart to heart; and he did the same with Malik Mahmud taking him
to one side as well. When Ahtisaari saw that there was a gap between us and GAM, he
asked for us to meet amongst ourselves, Malik, Zaini and myself but the gap was still
unbridgeable. That night, Ahtisaari requested both ggfegations dine together to try and
clear the atmosphere. Our meeting reconvened at 9.30 p.m. and finished at 11.30 p.m.

That night there were repeated direct meeting between me Sofyan Djalil, Malik,
Zaini and Damien Kingsbury. Various formulations were exchanged seeking
agreement with me tinkering with every sentence suggested by Ahtisaari. Here 1 was
helped greatly Puja Wisesa in the drafting. Every time I had a new form of words, I
would report into JK and Widodo AS, the Coordinating Minister who in turn would
brief the President.
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When our meeting could not come to agreement Ahtisaari called me aside for one
on one-on-one ne meeting. He handed me a sheet of paper with several paragraphs.
"This is my idea on local political parties which I have put together after listening to
you and GAM discuss your problem at length. This is a middle of the road solution.
Please consider it seriously." l asked permission to discuss this with Sofyan. After some
editing and changes and a new paragraph which I added, Sofyan agreed my draft and
we faxed it off to JK in Jakarta.

I went back to Ahtisaari to show him my revised draft. Upon reading it, he clapped
me on the shoulder, saying "Thank you Minister Awaludin. This has solved the
problem completely. The dead lock had been broken with this draft of yours." "Will
GAM go along with this; and Kingsbury?" I asked. "This is my job to convince GAM.
We are negotiating with GAM not Kingsbury," stressed Ahtisaari.

Then Ahtisaari encouraged me to ring JK in Jakarta. It was already after 1.30 a.m.
in the morning the next day in Jakarta, undeterred by the time I rang. JK was waiting
for news. "OK Hamid. This is the best middle of the road solution for our country.
Thanks to God! In the morning I will report this to the President. Remind your

colleagues to keep their mouths shut!" JK said firmly. @
14

The formulation agreed to was that within a year to 18 months after the sigging of
the MOU, the Government would make the legal and political preparations for the
formation of local political parties in Aceh in consultation with the national Parliament.

After getting off the phone with JK in Jakarta, Ahtisaari came up to me and I
showed him two thumbs up approval from Jakarta. Spontaneously, he shook my hand
and fixed my eyes, saying, "We made it, Minister. [ am happy for both of you," he said.
From the distance seeing my apparent relaxation and Ahtisaari's too, Farid Husein came
up and hugged me followed by the rest of our team. Sofyan's eyes were glassy with
emotion. Finally, our mission is accomplished!!!!

Here the Government team approached the GAM team, hugged one another and
shook hands. When Malik Mahmud shook hands with me he could not control his
emotions. Hugging me closely, and with almost a sobbing voice and with tears in his
eyes said "Pak Hamid, thousands have died. The Acehnese have suffered for such a
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long time. With God's help, we have stopped all of that. Thank you, Pak Hamid. I have
fought for this outcome for a long time. May God bless us all" Even I could not restrain
my tears of joy. In the midst of this, emotion and joy, Ahtisaari entered, put one arm
on my shoulder and his other on Malik's shoulder, saying, "Come let us celebrate our
joy and our achievements and dine together."

Later, [ came to learn that night while we were deadlocked in our talks on the
problem of local party politics which could have wrecked everything, it was just
daylight in Jakarta JK was telephoned by a Syrian mufti. The VP felt a little nervous
about this call for certain something was not quite right. The mufti told the VP his call
was to help Indonesia win and to help, so the VP should recite the Surah Ya-Sins®
from the Koran 20 times. God willing all your worries will vanish with his, claimed
this mufti to JK. Then JK called his wife and together they prayed and then each read
the Surah Ya-Sin ten times because this particular Surah is rather lengthy. Just as JK
completed his recitation, my phone call came through from Helsinki bringing the good
news that we had solved the problem of local political parties. "Thanks to God Hamid,
my wife and I prayed this evening for this result. You must now offer your prayers of
thanks," ordered JK.

One year later, when relating the high tension at this final impasse, it was related
that JK and his wife had prayed for us all in the middle of the night. At the same time
out in the jungle back blocks of Aceh, one Zakaria Zaman did the same because he had
been told by Malik Mahmud of the deadlock that night in our discussions. In the end,
JK in Jakarta with Zakaria in the Aceh jungle, their prayers that night helped guide us
to peace in Aceh.

Relaxing after this tension, jokes were exchanged at the dinner table. Ahtisaari sat
in the middle of the table with me on his right and Malik on his left. Our faces were
now very different, all beaming with our success.

%The Surah Ya-Sin is an entreaty by the Prophet in the Koran for redemption, and forgiveness. This
Surah is regarded with special reverence and is recited at times of adversity, illness, fasting and the
approach of death.
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After dinner, we departed for our respective hotels with a grand feeling of comfort.

The Name and the Coat of Arms

The GAM flag and name of GAM was on the top of the agenda for our critics.
They said why did not the MOU expressly address when GAM would be dissolved and
when the GAM flag would be lowered. "This was just a ploy entirely to undermine the
success," raged the critics. "Our Government had been swindled by GAM," said
grother critic. This problem came out into the open when Pieter Feith, Head of the
Aceh Monitoring Mission (AMM) which was tasked to monitor the implementation of
the MOU, was about to finish his monitoring job in Aceh.

It was never a specific agenda item to dissolve GAM though it was not without
consideration. Throughout the peace talks, principally at the personal lobbying level
between me with Sofyan Djalil and the GAM leaders there in Helsinki we did discuss
this very cautiously as it was so sensitive.

This did arise two times at the peace table, but both sides mutually felt it best if
the name of GAM and their flag were not specifically mentioned in the MOU. In fact
Sofyan Djalil once did press for a time limit on the use of the name GAM and their
flag. Except here Ahtisaari mediated with the line of thought that in the final count the
name GAM and their flag would fade away because it would no longer be relevant in
the future.

In considering the time limit on the name GAM and its flag, Malik said to me in
one of our private téte-a-téte, it was best if we did not specifically address this. The
problem being that if we did discuss this at the peace table and it leaked out to GAM
in the field it would have a deleterious effect on them. They could go berserk and
become uncontrollable. This would impinge directly upon our efforts here to achieve
peace.

In the final count, GAM would dissolve itself once peace was achieved and so
there was no need to demand a definite limit on its existence, said Malik.
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When hearing opinions in our Parliament on the progress of the talks this matter
was raised by members. Sofyan Djalil presented an excellent argument stating that we
intentionally had not included dissolution in the MOU because after the signing of the
MOU there would be an implementation phase. Here in this phase GAM would be
wound-up in conjunction with whomsoever we are working with at the time, noted
Sofyan.

Until now we had no further problems but the problem re emerged after the Aceh
Government Laws were ratified and local political parties were permitted. Former
GAM senior members and activists demanded to use the name GAM and logo for a
party which they intended to form. Immediately, this was rejected out of hand by our
security authorities. This became a problem in the field, for example GAM notice
boards and the logo had to be torn down.

There was continual process of lobbyin between the GAM leadership - Malik,
Zaini, Zakaria and with myself and Farid Hu sein. Innumerable informal meeting
sought to find some point of agreement with little result. Also, Ahtisaari and Juha
Christensen met with Malik and Zaini in Helsinki to see if they could help in breaking
this deadlock. Many times Malik and Zaini rang me in Jakarta from Stockholm over
this matter.

This knotty problem gradually began to loosen through in formal meetings
between me, Farid Husein, Usman Basya from the Government side and Malik
Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah, Zakaria Zaman, Muzakir Manaf and a number of former
GAM activists. These meetings were held under the sponsorship of Interpeace® where
we could feel a breakthrough emerging. While the GAM side continued to demand use
of the name and logo, they did understand the invidious position of the Government in
permitting them to use the name and logo. Our Government position strengthened after
discussion with JK who stressed carefully to make the point to GAM

SINow known as the International Peacebuilding Alliance, based in Switzerland, works only witlmal
partners in divided societies to build lasting peace and in close conjunction with the UN. Their teams
promote national dialogue by bringing together key actors across a broad cross section of society to
analyse their country's problems, find home-grown solutions and to define a common vision for long-

term development.
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that the Government is unable to alter their position. Also, brought in was Ahtisaari
who explained to GAM that they could no longer use the name and symbols for
whatever reason.

GAM's attitude hardened and this later came up in informal two day meetings held
in Makassar with the same Government team. and the same GAM team. My argument
in this meeting was that the Government of Indonesia and GAM had fought for over
30 years over some pretty fundamental differences. These differences were symbolized
by the name of GAM and its logo, and now with peace as consequence they
automatically should no longer be usedgfurther what I added to this was that almost
all of the points we had agreed upon in the peace agreement between the Government
and GAM were already implemented and underway.

The main reason why GAM wanted to continue using the name and logo for a local
political party was that they feared this could be used by others unrelated to GAM.
Malik pointed out that the GAM name and logo had a certain magic and magnetism
about it. From a subjective political point of view, as a vote winner in a future election,
this made sense.

But why did Malik and his associates fear others may highjack the GAM name and
logo? This was a sign that within GAM there was some degree friction starting to
emerge. This friction first appeared during the candidature process for election of
Aceh's governor. The duo of candidates of Irwandi and Nazar were not supported by
Malik's group. Apart from them, it was a given after the 15 August 2005 MOU signing
that other candidates and groups would emerge who would be undoubtedly diehards.
With such potential polarisation, Malik Mahmud forecast that these groups outside his
control would use the GAM name, flag and logo. Reacting to this, | made a concrete
proposal, saying to them "I will personally patent the GAM name and logo which
symbolized the GAM of the past. Therefore no one or no party can use this for a local
political party. However a museum could display the name, symbols, and other items
which were used by GAM during their struggle. This is something we should consider
in order to safeguard these symbols for posterity."
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After due consideration over the GAM name and logo for a local political party
which they wished to form, Malik Mahmud's group changed course. The problem was
that many others were ready to register their own local political parties. "This is all a
loss for you, Tengku," Farid and [ said to Malik. In fact Malik was pretty realistic and
accepted the Government position but one of his followers Tengku Nazar was
implacable.

After an informal meeting in Jakarta in December 2007, before we had settled the
matter of the usage of the GAM name and flag, I proposed that our next informal
meeting be held in Makassar. This was not unintentional. Apart from fulfilling my
promise to Malik that I would show him Bugis schooners being built, I felt that I would
invite three prominent Aceh ulamas® to proselytize Islam in Sulawesi. They were
Datok Ditiro, Datok Ripatimang and Datok Ribandang. With this personal approach of
mine to Malik, he no longer insisted upon the right to use these names and symbols for
the proposed local political party.

This outcome was very satisfactory. Two days before our informal talks were to
start in Makassar in February 2008, Malik Mahmud, Zaini Abdullah, Zakaria Zaman
and Tengku Nazar met with JK. That night Malik said to JK explicitly that after
consultations and deep consideration, GAM would finally change its name and flag to
become a local political party. The names he proposed was the Aceh Development
Party or the Prosperous Aceh Party®® while in principle the GAM flag would be
changed.

I do not know what happened but GAM changed again. Suddenly, Malik
announced they would continue to use the GAM name and logo for their new local
political party. [ hammered to the fact of the agreement Malik had made in front of the
VP and that I had helped them come up with a new name and logo.

Our third informal meeting continued in Jakarta on 6 to 7 April 2008. GAM and
the Government held wide ranging talks over the MOU implementation with me
insisting that the GAM name and logo had to

52Ulama is a senior Muslim cleric
53Respectively, Partai Aceh Membangun or Partai Aceh Memakmurkan.
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go. The VP would not tolerate this and agree to this, I told Malik and Zaini. The
following morning, 8 April 2008, at the VP's residence, Malik Mahmud, Zaini
Abdullah, Zakaria Zaman and Tengku Nazar returned to confer. At the end, Zakaria
handed out three sheets of paper with the new logo, a flag with a red background with
the name "The Aceh Party"‘c"*. "This is the final result, Pak," Zakaria informed JK.

Well, this is an excellent way, said the VP. Malik added "May this way be the best
for all of us, Pak." JK invited me to join him for a meal separate from these guests of
his. We discussed in private the content of a letter the VP intended sending to Malik
stating his positive reaction to the change of name and logo by GAM for their new local
political party. Later the handshakes were very firm. Thanks to God we were guided
by Him in the end.

Initialling

Really early on the morning of Sunday, 17 July 2005, I was awoken by the
Indonesian Ambassador to Finland, Mrs Iris Indra Murti. There is a phone call for you
from the VP," she said urgently. "Hamid, good morning! Last night the President has
approved your formula. Pass on to your colleagues that all we have done is for
mankind," he said.

With news like that I was overjoyed and I immediately informed all of the
members of our delegation. We were all overwhelmed including Mrs Iris Indra Murti.
Everything that was holding us up had now vanished and our load lightened.

With this news, we headed to the meeting ggom, ready to initial the draft MOU.
This was our last day, 17 July 2005 the meeting between the Government of Indonesia
and GAM. It had been a long and tiresome road to travel but today there were no further
issues to be discussed. Both Malik Mahmud and I gave individual brief introductions
expressing our thanks to God and satisfaction with the results of our seven months of
peace talks.

After this, we moved to an ante-room where a small round table had been prepared
by Ahtisaari's staff with three chairs and three pens

“Partai Aceh
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laid on the table in front of the chairs. I took my place with my four colleagues standing
behind me: Sofyan Djalil, Farid Husein, Usman Basya, and Puja Wisesa. Behind Malik,
stood his GAM colleagues, Zaini Abdullah, Nur Djuli, Bachtiar Abdullah and Nurdin
Abdul Rachman. Ahtisaari then invited us to initial each page of the MOU.

Once initialled and without more ado, Ahtisaari stood up, took my arm and Malik's
arm. The three of us stood holding hands while the room was totally silent. You could
have heard a pin drop. Warm emotion enveloped all of us in that room. I broke the
silence by saying, "Thank you Mr President, thank you Tengku Malik and all the GAM
delegation. My unbounded thanks to the staff of CMI, especially Juha Christensen,
Mery, and Anna and all the others. Thanks to the Finish Government who facilitated
this peace initiative. Finally, we have reached a moment dreamt of for tens of years.
This long road has been tiring. Thank you to my fellow colleagues in the Indonesia
delegation." Malik's eyes were tearful and breathlessly he said "This was a joint effort
by all of us. Without this high degree of cooperation between the two parties it would
not have been possible to achieve this end."

I was thrilled that both parties could arrive at this agreement. On the request of
both delegations I met briefly with the waiting press. "Next month we will return to
sign this MOU," closed Ahtisaari.

Thunderous applause then erupted. Turning around [ hugged Sofyan, Farid, Usman
and Pudja. Sofyan was unable to contain his feelings. His eyes were wet. Even Juha
hugged all of us and yelled," Syukur®

Frankly for me the last two days utterly exhausted me and Sofyan as well because
of the attitude of Damien Kingsbury who cynically tried to lecture us. Both of us felt
like kicking him. Except, at the critical moments, Kingsbury would change totally and
become very cooperative. Kingsbury had a role in helping to seek a formula for local
political parties which had to be agreed to with GAM. The following day, after
initialling the MOU, Kingsbury said to me, "We are all happy now, yes? Does this
mean | can now enter Indonesia freely without being blacklisted?" "We can discuss this
later," I replied.

53Syukur in Arabic means thanks and has been widely adopted into Bahasa Indonesia.
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JK: ARCHITECT AND FOREMAN OF WORKS

Imagine this: Once upon a time a group of Acehnese demonstrated in front of the
office of the Business Competition Supervisory Commission (KPPU) in Jakarta. They
demanded KPPU immediately investigate Jusuf Kalla. What was behind these sudden
indictments by these Acehnese? Isn't JK very close to these Acehnese? That was
problem, claimed leader of the dem ration.

Feelings begat more feelings for the demonstrators; JK in their analysis had created
a monopoly in Aceh. "It is like in the business world, JK monopolizes both upstream
and downstream," asserted one demonstrator. "Basically, KPPU must take action," he
continued.

"Just imagine it, JK was the architect who designed a building along with the
interior; after which he became the civil engineer who determined the type and total
amounts of materials to be used in this building. It did not just end there. JK became
the foreman of works who continuously monitored everything and noted where there
were the shortcomings or delays. This really is a monopoly. There must be some
explanation," demanded one demonstrator.

Don't be confused. This is just a humorous illustration to show how JK's
involvement in the Aceh peace process was sometimes perceived at large.

With two sheets of paper filled with a work plan for the Aceh peace process, JK
designed the complete process of the peace talks. After as architect, he had drawn the
building of peace as the architect,
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he changed his role becoming a civil engineer determining the amount of cement, sand,
and aggregate to be used. Not satisfied with that, JK then became the foreman of works
managing every aspect of his peace construction. As foreman of works, his style was
in great detail right down to the colour of clothes and the style of address to
subordinates. In brief, this humorous illustration above really fits JK's role.

How Was It Possible?

JK could execute his role above with excellence because of his knowledge, his
expggience, his ability, his sincerity and his wide ranging contacts. Furthermore, he was
the Chairman of Golkar, the largest political party in the parliament. This formal role
of his was inseparable from his personal contacts with other political party leaders.
Thus he has the ability to be able to manoeuvre politically across a wide field.
Consequently, it was not difficult for him to rally support for his peace plan for Aceh.
His personal approach was the fruit of friendships created well before he became Vice
President.

For example, when GAM demanded their own political party for their own
candidates in local elections, JK did not drive himself into a brick wall of "forbidden",
but he manoeuvred around the problem, calling together the leaders of all political
parties. This resulted in ten political parties signing an agreement to accept GAM
candidates who wished to participate in any local government election in Aceh. If it
were not for the flexibility of JK and his friendship with these political leaders, it would
have been impossible for JK to reach such agreement.

It was the same with the various attacks from a number of parliamentarians from
various parties who found fault with the Aceh peace talks. It was not difficult for JK to
summon them for a meeting. Usually, he invited these politicians to his residence where
before meeting they dined together. A position like this for was probably difficult for
others to adopt but for JK this was straightforward and usual.

Another positive factor was that JK was agile in dealing with the press. When
problems arose he dealt with them clearly and directly
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without having to resort to his position as VP. His style with the press was his special
vehicle for conveying his wishes and plans. Throughout the peace process, on
innumerable occasions JK met with the editors at his residence. He was diligent in his
briefings eliminating any suspicions of anything being withheld. As a result, JK was
strongly respected and supported by the Indonesian press.

Usually in such press briefings, the journalists found these meetings invaluable
because of their informality. JK's informality in resolving the Aceh conflict could not
be faulted. Everyone was granted equal access and opportunity to meet with JK as
equals without feeling any superiority of his rank as VP. For example, the former GAM
Minister of Defence, Zakaria Zaman, called JK at midnight because his visa needed
extending. This did not happen just once. It happened several times!

For us, the Aceh peace team, JK's ready accessibility greatly simplified our job.
We never had to wait or queue to get a ruling or advice. GAM were treated exactly the
same way. They could telephone JK directly at any time of the day or night without
hesitation and would be given an immediate answer to their problem.

This informal approach was always accompanied with a quality of warmth and
friendliness for all-comers. As a businessman JK always said everyone is our friend.
This 'personal touch' as JK put it was very important. This was one of the keys as to
why JK was able to play such a pivotal role. Without hesitation, JK would ring
Muzakkir Manaf, the GAM military commander in the depths of the Aceh jungles to
seek another step towards peace. Without much ado, JK would join in lengthy
discussions at either his office or at home. Sometimes he would order Farid Husein to
take care of this family from Aceh or help this one from Aceh. This personal touch, as
I observed, made an extraordinary contribution in resolving the Aceh conflict; and this
was not done for any self promotion. Absolutely it was not cosmetic but done solely
with the aim of achieving peace.

Along with his flexibility, JK was always open to hearing others points of view.
People from whatever their origins must be heard as everyone had the potential to offer
the truth; and oftentimes he reminded me of this. For example with Dr Damien
Kingsbury who
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was officially blacklisted from entering Indonesia, Kingsbury was brought in to Jakarta
in secret so that JK could hear in person his views on Aceh. From this meeting it was
clear to JK that Kingsbury could be viewed a positive factor in the overall peace
process.

With this openness, we, the negotiators were very fortunate because at the peace table
there were continually matters which we had not considered back in Jakarta. Here JK
candidly made his input. Though on other occasions he left it to the negotiators to find
a way or opportunity to solve the problem. Without this openness I feel it would have
been extremely difficult for the negotiators to execute their task effectively.

His openness and informality did not make him flip-flop all over the place from
the desires or pressures of others. He stuck firmly to his convictions. And even more
so if the principle had become a decision. JK was like an immovable mighty granite
boulder.

The principle of reliability contributed significantly in our achieving peace in
Aceh. For JK, once he had committed to something he did not stray from this
commitment. For him a promise is a commitment and commitments imply a legal
obligation. Here such principles were respected by the GAM delegation so that they
were able to believe whatever JK agreed to. Because of this acceptance, our peace talks
were able to proceed smoothly.

This resolute approach of JK was accompanied with a focused attitude of high
dedication to his overall plan so that it must be realised. From 2002 until now, his
dream of peace in Aceh was an obsession and he achieved this by taking concrete steps
in the field. From the very beginning he did not budge a fraction from his dream. His
dedication was done without heeding the price to be paid. For JK, this dream was a
deed of honour because it involved appreciation of values of humanity and human
dignity. It is thus not surprising in realizing his dream JK did not hesitate to use his
own personal funds for the Aceh peace talks. He did this too in the Ambon and Poso.

In a material sense, an accounting of his own funds used in these peace talks never
entered his mind. Thankfully, his financial resources were sufficient to support us.
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Apart from this, JK's agility to manoeuvre was greatly helped by his sharp instinct
to foresee all probabilities ahead. This made us, the negotiators, confident because of
the guidelines drawn up by JK were like a prediction. In time every one of these
predictions were proven right. Take just one example, the number of rounds for the
talks. From the start he said there would be only five rounds and so there were with us
signing the MOU in August 2005. There the proof!

The next factor of our success was JK's expertise in focusing on detail. There was
not one matter that he did not inspect carefully and there was not one problem that he
did not seek out. He was remarkable in finding small matters which could transform
into large problems.

We witnessed how JK, at the height of tension over minor delays prior to the
signing of the MOU, was able to instruct me how to address properly Malik Mahmud
and Zaini Abdullah in my speech that day Also, he yet again advised me on appropriate
dress in all our meetings. Continually I was on the verge of admitting defeat because
JK was always finding faults in the detail. "You did not read this, Hamid, because why
don't you comprehend the problem?" JK said criticizing on the detail of something.

Finally, I believe the story of the success of the Aceh peace talks cannot be
separated from the number of persons around JK who understood precisely his tastes,
his orientation and his line of thinking. In the past these persons had operated with him
just by seeing the wrinkles of his forehead or hearing the tone of his voice.

These people could readily guess accurately his desires. This factor helped greatly
JK manoeuvre with adroitness in the field.

Thus that is my experience with JK. He was all at once the well organized architect
and foreman of works.




AMNESTY: A PROMISE THAT MUST BE HONOURED

Amnesty is the one single word in our vocabulary which exposed a smooth pathway
towards peace in Aceh. This was the first offer by the Indonesian Government to GAM.
Many times I played this word like a pawn on the chess board and it tempted GAM
greatly and was in the end most effective.

Amnesty, in the peace talks was our 'entry point like the headwaters of a river from
which everything in our talks flowed downstream to success. Amnesty was the spring
from which flowed prosperity and provided the source of life downstream which 1 often
used as an analogy to GAM in our talks. Also Ahtisaari regularly used this exact idea
in his strategy to expedite our peace talks when they flagged.

"Minister Awaludin, please could you explain your amnesty plan and program to
GAM. Amnesty is Minister Awaludin's speciality," said Ahtisaari when our talks
became dead-locked Whatever the agenda, when our talks jammed, Ahtisaari
immediately introduced the subject of amnesty to break the log jam by asking me to
explain this process over again and again.

On the many occasions, away from the meeting room when we met one-on-one
Ahtisaari began beforehand with "You are certain of amnesty?" He always smiled
replying that "I will never stop asking you to discuss this, except that you once let it
slip to me that you might not really want peace. Amnesty is well appreciated by GAM,
Minister."
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On this agenda item, JK invariably asked me to make this the principal part in any
intervention of mine because it was a concrete proposal and would tempt GAM. This
was because our first task once the MOU was signed was the grant of amnesty. "Hamid,
you really must be prepared for this, right to the mechanics of it. You get together with
your underlings so that this is well executed. I do not want to know or want to hear that
there are complaints from GAM. This promise and commitment must be honoured and
it would be a legal sin if it is not done, Hamid," ordered JK repeatedly.

That principle could likewise become a handy excuse for me should I be
summonsed and did not show up. "l was at the prison, Pak, visiting and making
preparations for all the GAM principals and activists to be released," and the release
permits from JK would not be issued.

The idea of amnesty originally came from JK. From 2002, JK has asked me to
study all the juridical in and outs of the grant of amnesty. He even gave me President
Sukarno's Presidential Decree granting amnesty to the Permesta®® activists which JK
had obtained from the late Dr Arnold Baramuli. "Hamid, Aceh can be settled with an
amnesty, said JK around the middle of 2002.

JK's line of thought was very simple, "All GAM leaders and activists, who are
behind bars and those on the outside, will certainly be keen to urge their leadership to
seek peace because for sure they will all want to get out and live normal lives. They
are the most important group in this amnesty."

JK's second line of logic on amnesty was that the GAM leaders could use the grant
of amnesty as a means of legitimizing themselves in the eyes of the membership;
because with this amnesty they would be seen as responsible leaders who sought the
release of their men in prison and for those on the outside freeing them from their
fetters.

JK's view was exactly this. When I visited prisons and detention centres holding
GAM people invariably they urged me to tell their

5Permesta is an abbreviation for Perjuangan Semesta, the Total Struggle, the uprising in Sulawesi in the
1950s.
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leaders they wanted peace. With peace we will be freed was their brief assessment.

It must be acknowledged that throughout the whole talks the agenda item which
consumed most time was amnesty. Even a large part of these discussions on amnesty
was held by the stream between me, Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah including
Ahtisaari. Here I felt how deep was Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah's concern for
his men held in our detention centres. They were always upset over these imprisoned
men and repeatedly requested me to give priority to amnesty. "Let these young fellows
know, Pak Hamid, that I and Dr Zaini have deep concerns for them and care for them.
They are our responsibility, said Malik Mahmud.

In short, amnesty was the main key to open the door for peace in Aceh.

Attacks Emerge

Following the signing of the MOU, the Indonesian Government had only two
weeks in which to honour our grant of amnesty. In this short time, as head of the peace
team and Minister of Justice and Human Rights under whom prisons and detention
centres fell, I was unable to concentrate on these principal duties but was forced to
spend my time and energy defending repeated attacks from various quarters.

These attacks alternated mainly between why were these rebels forgiven and why
these persons who had committed crimes were being released. The commentary from
a number of self-proclaimed experts germinated and grew wildly everywhere. Even the
Parliament marched to the drum beat of protest.

With determination, JK came down to tackle the critics. He summonsed the
leadership of the political parties to his residence to explain the necessity of amnesty.
"The last government granted amnesty which was an amnesty after reformation in the
period of
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President Habibie. At that time it was warmly welcomed. Look, Pak Fatwa®’ has
now become a leader of the MPR®® because of amnesty. He is but one example of the
importance of amnesty creating reconciliation," said JK.

If we did not grant an amnesty we would have never ever achieved peace in Aceh.
In the end it is the people who would lose. Finding fault in this is not by lawyers and
our highest legal authority is our Constitution which gives authority to the President to
grant amnesty. This is the law we must respect, said JK convincingly.

Now with the Parliament problem out of the way, JK had to deal with the press
who continually reported parties opposed to both the amnesty and the MOU. "If we did
not have the peace MOU and amnesty, this would mean the war continued. If the war
continued, there would be no economic turn-around. If the Aceh economy remains
stalled, there will be little or no business in Aceh which means for you there will be no
advertising in the mass media. So all of you will lose, "stressed JK to the mass media.
"Here, think the best and support both the peace MOU and amnesty," he said.

"Hamid, is it all settled. Now the matter is entirely in your hands. Immediately
release who are qualified to be released," order JK.

As the grant of amnesty required parliamentary approval, | had to front Parliament
Commission III along with the State Secretary Dr Yusril Ihza Mahendra. The attacks
had not fully abated but we were both ready to argue any legal points and non-legal
points with them. In the end, it was all resolved happily.

Now we were left with the problem of identifying who were to be freed. I did not
have to work that hard to do this for well beforehand I had already worked with a
judge® appointed by Aceh Monitoring

S7TA . M. Fatwa was arrested and detained for his involvement in the Petisi 50- The Petition of 50, where
50 notable Indonesians signed a petition objecting to the late President Subharto's use of the national
philosophy Pancasila to silehis critics.

%SMPR is an abbreviation for Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat - the People's Advisory Assembly.the
Indonesian upper house.

%The judge appointed was Mr Christer Karphammar, an eminent Swedish jurist, who was also senior
legal advisor to AMM who had served as public prosecutor and was later appointed as the first foreign
judge in Kosovo. He was assisted by Mt Robert Hygrell, senior advisor to Interpeace Indonesia.




Amnesty: A Promise That Must Be Honoured 297

Mission (which was part of the MOU peace agreement) to determine who the lucky
ones would be who would savour the fresh air of liberty. The method was all files were
collected and submitted to the court awaiting the judge's ruling.

Those who had committed crimes associated with GAM were automatically
released. Using these criteria, the AMM judge and my team worked day and night
checking each and every case. The result was less than 10 persons were not freed
because their sentences bore no relationship whatsoever to GAM's political struggle.

When GAM challenged this, my response was brief. The AMM judge's ruling is
final and binding and we both agreed to this in the MOU.

Liberty: God is Great!

Really early one morning JK rang me asking me to come immediately. "Hamid,
when are you going to release them?" enquired JK. "God willing, in four day's time," |
replied. "How many are held in Java?" asked JK. "The total is about 2,500 but those
spread about Java amount about 475," I replied.

"It is like this Hamid, those who are held in Java were brought there in a military
'Hercules' with their feet and hands in fetters. They now must be returned to Aceh with
dignity. Do not take them back in a 'Hercules' but on a commercial flight. We must
continue to demonstrate that we are consistent with our commitment to peace with
dignity. Give them something, a gift that they can take to their family in the village.
Hamid, remember, my staff never have questioned me on how to do it. You are one of
my staff so don't ask me how to do it. That is your problem," said JK.

Consequently, I moved fast to contact all heads of prisons and detention centres
where GAM were held. I instructed them to gather them in one place so that they could
be taken by car, train and commercial aircraft for return to Aceh.

Fortunately, I did not end up at my wit's end. I then contacted Steve Cook of the
International Organisation of Migration (IOM) who immediately agreed with my plan
and agreed to help financially.
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Each detainee was given a new set of clothes and some pocket money which could
be used when they were released. Their health was checked prior to release to their
home villages.” A few of them even asked me if they could keep their prison uniforms
as souvenirs."No problem," I replied.

At the time planned for release, a request from the parliament arose wanting to be
involved too. I reported this to JK. "Hamid, do not politicize this. Furthermore if too
many people are on the dais it will collapse," said JK as a practical analogy.

One night during the release procedure, I had to make a hard decision because
Nazar, who later became Aceh's Deputy Governor, imprisoned in East Java, and had
encouraged his fellow prisoners not to sign their identity statements. The intent of this
statement was purely administrative so that they could receive their pocket money
before being released.

70
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I cannot say how many times I said to him that this request what purely
administrative and had no political undertones. It was in their own best interests to sign
it.

Panic twisted around my staff over this. I reported this to JK. "Hamid, you must

make this decision yourself. That's your job. Learn to adopt a stand and tonight I will
test you. [ want to see results by the morning," stressed JK.

The response from my heads of prisons was not pleasing. Nazar and a couple of
others still refused. I gave them an ultimatum until midnight. There was still no result.
"OK, there is no release for them. Take it or leave," I said. "Let Nazar know that I have
no responsibility whatsoever for him. My only responsibility is to the people of Aceh.
Our government is not going to be held to ransom by him. Our government has a
commitment to the people of Aceh," was my stand that night. "No deal," I said yet
again.

At about 2.00 a.m. in the early hours of the morning a report from my staff in East
Java arrived. For sure it was in the middle of the night, but Nazar had sensibly changed
his mind. He now wanted to sign the statement on his personal details. The others
followed.

The following morning JK of course rang enquiring. I relayed allof what had
happened overnight to JK. "Here we have new found leadership. You must take a stand
and you must be able to defend this stand and do not alter it because of pressures on
you or your own ego. Good Hamid," stated JK.

So slowly that morning all detainees were released and were flown back to Banda
Aceh where they were returned to their individual home villages, upright and full of
self-esteem.

On this occasion JK gave praise. "It is like that Hamid. You must learn to give
dignity and esteem to people. Imagine if you had taken them back in a 'Hercules', a
military aircraft, they would still consider us as their warders. You have done a good
job-h

They were now free men. God is great! And thanks to the Almighty my boss had
praised me.
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From Sukamiskin

Our second round of peace talks heated up. One of GAM's demands was that we
free their leaders who were arrested, especially those who had participated in the Tokyo
COHA talks. GAM wanted them immediately released so that could participate in these
Helsinki peace talks. This was a precondition for continuing our peace talks with GAM.

The ones they wanted released were Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe, Tengku
Kamarruzzaman dan Amny Marzuki who were currently serving sentences in the
Sukamiskin Prison in Bandung. They also wanted Nazar being held in East Java
released.

By lobbying several times by the stream bank, [ managed to succeed in convincing
Malik Mahmud and Zaini Abdullah not to make their release a precondition for
continuing our peace talks. Their release would become a precondition for signing our
peace treaty, I said. "This means, Tengku, that we continue our peace dialogue. Except
when the time comes and our agreement does not address amnesty, yes, Tengku do not
sign it because amnesty is the foundation of our peace accord," I said endeavouring to
convince these two GAM leaders.

The problem was what they could bring to the peace table for I certainly had not
closed off anything. Here I did not close the door on Malik Mahmud and Zaini
Abdullah. In a formal juridical sense the court had sentenced them and the government
was unable to interfere with this process. But I would apply maximum effort to make
contact with the Supreme Court. "So that you two Tengkus can rest easy. On my return
from Helsinki, I will straight away visit them in Sukamiskin. I will also invite Juha," I
said to convince them.

"Thanks to the Almighty for that. Both of us strongly believe in Pak Hamid's
sincerity. Please convey to them our regards and tell them we are using every effort to
free them," said Malik Mahmud.

Without wasting any time on our arrival in Jakarta Juha Christensen and | travelled
to Sukamiskin Prison in Bandung.

Surprisingly when we met with Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe, Tengku
Kamaruzzaman and Amny Marzuki, there was no welcoming expression when I
appeared. The three of them just looked at me saying almost nothing.
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I tried to break the silence. "Tengku, I came here to free all of you Tengkus, all
GAM principals and activists who are held throughout Indonesia," I said.

Fairy tales and idle chat! What more is the government now going to offer us? We
have been sentenced to 16 years prison and have just served a little over one year.
Which means we must live here for more than ten years? Sir, you come here bringing
the winds of heaven with you which we find extremely difficult to fathom," replied
Tengku Usman.

"It is like this, Tengku, my presence here is because of an agreement with your
leaders in Helsinki, Tengku Malik Mahmud and Dr Zaini Abdullah. I did not come
here for idle chat and to only promote meaningless words. I am a man who does what
he says. Please, gentlemen, understand this. I am here because [ want to free you,
Tengku. Not sell snake oil," I continued.

Hearing this these three GAM principals changed their expression and the face of
friendship was now shown to me.

"What is it Minister you really want from us? We are not just anyone but are
prisoners of the government. What can we do for you? And how are you going to get
us out of here? It is not likely, Minister," said Tengku Usman.

"Here, I am happy with your questions Tengku. How are we going to get you out
of here? For method, it is easy. Please Tengku, all of you, please convince the GAM
leadership to speed the peace talks. Believe me Tengku if all goes well I will be able
to release all of you and your friends in August," I promised them.

"If that is the case, Minister, there is no problem. When we are able to contact the
GAM leadership for certain we will support and encourage this peace initiative. Also,
I feel it is necessary to let you know Minister that there a number of us who are sick,
including Tengku Usman," said Tengku Kamarruzzaman.

"God willing I will be able to fix this up," I replied.

Our meeting finished up with lunch in the prison. It was for the first time I
discovered openness with these three GAM principals and from there initiated regular
communication with me. A little joking started to spread amongst us. When [ was about
to take my leave, the
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three of them hugged me firmly. "Pak, we will pray for your success in Helsinki," said
Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe as [ left them.

Hearing these words from Tengku Usman, "We will pray for your success in
Helsinki" convinced me that this time we would achieve peace in Aceh. "Hamid, that
is a good sign and you are convinced that we will resolve the Aceh problem peacefully"
said JK when I informed about these prison talks.

Quickly the news of these talks spread in the mass media and also reached the
highest levels of GAM leadership in Sweden. "Pak Hamid, thank you. You always
fulfil your promises and our expectations. You sure work fast Pak Hamid. It is clear
that you went to Bandung. Yes, we heard all about it. We are now at ease, Pak Hamid,"
said Malik Mahmud on the telephone to me after my visit to Sukamiskin.

However there remains one more problem: How to get these GAM principals to
the peace table in Helsinki. I wrote to the Head of the Supreme Court, Prof. Dr. Bagir
Manan, about the possibility of doing this remembering that they were still serving
prison sentences. Because of good personal relations, the Head of the Supreme Court
only took one day to reply to my letter. In principle, if a person had been sentenced by
the court it became the responsibility of the government from then on. It is up to you
to do what you want. That was the legal opinion of the Supreme Court.

This solved yet another problem!

I reported this to JK. He replied that he was concerned although this simplified our
dialogue it would later drain our energies debating public opinion opposition over how
come prisoners could be taken overseas. He asked me to discuss this further with Bagir
Manan giving him the full story.

Bagir Manan's reaction to this was that there still was no legal impediment as his
earlier ruling explained but the problem really was the government's ability to face the
pressure and spotlight because this had never been done before. There was no
precedent.

On hearing the Chief Justice's thoughts on the subject, JK said, which was the same
mine, "So Hamid you had better find a solution for this. I want to test your ability to
solve this difficult problem. Do it first and then let me know afterwards. Remember,
you can either
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make a good decision or a fatal one. Basically, this is my test of you. Work it out
whether you pass or fail," ordered JK. "A good staff member is a statf member who
follows your orders, Pak," [ replied.

What should I do considering the talks were about to start again and the GAM
expectations that I would bring these three to Helsinki.

I was not at my wits end. I asked the provincial office of my department in
Bandung, the Department of Justice and Human Rights to order an immigration official
to go to the Sukamiskin Prison to meet with Tengku Usman Lampoh Awe and his
friends to take photographs to make passports for them.

Once the passports were done, my second request to my Bandung staff was "Take
a tailor to the prison, measure them up and make coats for them to wear in Helsinki."

Once this was done, I took their passport to the Finnish Embassy in Jakarta
requesting visas. Almost instantly, Malik Mahmud rang to thank me praising this
action. Clearly, news about the passports, clothes and visas had spread quickly even
reaching Stockholm.

"Hamid, what have you been up to with the GAM leaders. Tengku Malik just rang
me to thank me and praising what you had done, "said the VP on the phone to me. For
sure, Malik had also phoned JK to show his appreciation.

Probably these new passports were unique anywhere in the world for Tengku
Usman, Tengku Kamarruzzaman and Amny Marzuki, their passports showed that their
home address was the Sukamiskin Prison in andung!

Later I learnt after | had left government there were those in the ranks of the office
of the Coordinating Minister for Politics, Justice and Human Rights who found
problems within the ranks of the Immigration Department as to why passports were
issued with the prison address and why were passports issued to persons currently.
serving prison sentences.

Today my response would be "Please read this book, especially the background to
this passports issue." Three days before my departure to Helsinki for the third round of
peace talks, I went to Sukamiskin again. To these three, | asked
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'"Tengku, what would you prefer? Join these talks and then return to prison after the
talks. Or would you get out of prison quickly and permanently?

"Why are you asking us that, Minister?" enquired Tengku Usman.

"It is like this, Tengku. I have everything organized including your passports and
your visas to leave for Helsinki. There is something that is outside of my control and
as a result I would feel it would be better for you if you did not come to Helsinki with
us on this trip. The reason being when your permanent release comes up Tengku, you
and your friends may have problems," I explained.

"It is like this Minister; we already know how serious you are and have witnessed
this and your sincerity in all of this. We already had jackets sewn for us and so forth.
We would prefer to come out of here permanently and quickly. We really do not need
to go to Helsinkit and later we will let Tengku Malik and Zaini Abdullah know," said
Tengku Usman.

Without thinking, I instantly hugged Tengku Usman, Kamar ruzzaman and Amny
Marzuki. My difficult task was happily re solved.

Afterwards, in front of Tengku Usman and his friends, [ straight away telephoned
Malik Mahmud in Sweden to let him know about my visit to Sukamiskin with Tengku
Usman's decision.

"If it is like that, Pak Hamid, there is no point for them to come to Helsinki
beforehand. What is important, we try to get them and all of the others released by the
government quickly," said Malik Mahmud.

"But please Tengku Malik, do not feel I did not fulfil my promise to you," I asked.

"Ah, I and Dr Zaini always think positive things about you, Pak Hamid. Further I
would like to thank you for all your preparations, including their new clothes," replied
Malik.

I reported this fully to JK on return to Jakarta.

"Really, you are out of the ordinary Hamid! That is the way to work! Y ou must be
yet satisfy all sides. time you pass," exclaimed JK in praise.
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"What kind of a pass, Pak?" I teasingly asked.

"What is the highest possible in higher learning?" asked JK again.
"What about 'magna cum laude" Pak?" I asked.

"Righty-oh. That is your grade this time," said JK.

All of this resulted in the third round and following rounds proceeding smoothly
until we reached the MOU. The GAM principals in Sukamiskin did not need to attend.

A week after the government's grant of amnesty, JK ordered me to send Tengku
Usman Lampoh Awe and his friends off to Stockholm to meet their leaders.

"Hamid, fulfil your promises to take them there. You have to be a gentleman.
Remember, real men always fulfil their promises. Never break your promises," ordered
JK. "Get the funds for this from Rina, my private secretary. Don't let them down!" he
continued.

So Tengku Usman along with six others left to meet with the GAM leadership in
Sweden.

Thanks to the Almighty, our promises to them were fulfilled, and the commitment
fully executed. We all until now remain close friends. Peace for Aceh!




AN UNFORGETABLE MORNING IN HELSINKI

Monday 15" August 2005: A cool morning encircled the city of Helsinki which was
covered by a clear blue sky. Although above, there were some mares's tail clouds
moving swiftly across the sky allowing the sun's rays to bathe gently the earth below.
This place was 12,000 kilometers away from Aceh, but it was here that the fate of Aceh
was on the line. Since January 2005, the Indonesian delegation discussed peace with
the leadership of the Free Aceh Movement (GAM) who resided in Sweden and every
month both delegations came to this capitol city to meet.

For every change of season I came to this city with one sole aim: PEACE IN
ACEH! Over that period I was unable to observe my youngest growing up, now aged
14 months. I was unaware that Aam, his nickname, had started to walk until one night
I was awoken by him beside my bed. Obviously, Aam struggled to stand up and made
staggering unsteady steps. My God, my son who had escaped my attention for these
many months had now started to walk! So, the Aceh peace talks also started in much
the same way as my son did - staggering and so moves with increasing confidence
onwards.

That day was our zenith. Very early in the morning JK had telephoned checking
on all the preparations including whether or not I had prepared my speech. At about 7
a.m., my colleagues and I enjoyed breakfast at the Indonesian Embassy Guesthouse.
This was located to one side of the Hotel Hilton Helsinki Kalastajatorppa, where
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some of our delegations stayed along with many of the journalists covering the talks. |
stayed not far from the Hilton at the Finnish State Guesthouse which was under tight
security.

From the Embassy Guesthouse the Indonesian delegation made its way to the
Government Banquet Hall, the property of the Finnish Government. The building was
not really grandiose but old and sparkling clean. It was located on a corner of a street
which ran down to the waterfront where cruise ships moored. The large tourist ships,
the "Viking Liners" seemed to be moored not far from that turn in the road.

Not much of a din accompanied this great eventgfhe Indonesian delegation which
consisted of the five delegates were accompanied by the Coordinating Minister for
Politics and Security, Widodo AS and the former military commander of Aceh Major
General Bambang Darmono as well as several members of the Indonesian parliament
moved towards the second floor to sign the MOU for peace in Aceh. The room was
pretty small and contained only a long table in front of which were several rows of
chairs for visitors and press. The room was of classic design with crystal chandeliers
and old masters in ornate gold frames hung on the walls. At the end of the table was a
wide screen television for a teleconference with the President of Indonesia.

The Indonesian delegation gathered in one side room while the GAM delegation
along with their Australian advisor gathered in another side room. A number of young
people from Aceh milled around in one corner of the main room. Most present were
journalists, probably over 100, from local and overseas newspapers, who since early
morning had taken positions in front of the long table to get shots of this great moment.

The signing of the MOU document was delayed by almost an hour as the document
required some tidying up. In this hour of waiting I received hundreds of SMS. All of
them prayed and hoped that the Aceh Peace MOU would be immediately signed. It
goes without saying that JK send SMS in the midst of the tense waiting at the National
Palace in Jakarta where all were counting the seconds for the MOU to be signed.
"Hamid, if there is still time there, please
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immediately ring your mother and ask her to offer a prayer that all of this will go
smoothly. "Mother's prayers are always granted," read one of the SMSS from JK.

I was extremely touched by this SMS from JK. He, the Vice President of Indonesia,
even respected my dear aged mother who did not have the slightest clue about politics.
I almost sobbed with what JK did. Not long after his first SMS JK sent another, which
read, "Don't be afraid. You must be calm. The eyes of the world are upon you. You
have the fate of our country on the line there. Read the Surah Al Ihklas’ over and over.
I will join you in prayer from here."

In the midst of my prayers in a corner of the room, suddenly Juha Christensen
came behind me. "Hamid, everything's OK. It is time to be standing. Over there
Ahtisaari and Pak Malik Mahmud are waiting. Let's join them," invited Juha.

Ahtisaari immediately grasped my hand and placed it firmly in the hand of Malik
Mahmud. "I am delighted for you both. Finally, we have arrived at the moment we
have all long awaited. This is because both of you really wanted all of this to happen.
Let's go in and realize this long awaited hope," invited Ahtisaari.

Ahtisaari, in between me on his left and with Malik Mahmud on his right, we
walked slowly into the room where the MOU would be signed. As we entered the room,
hundreds of journalists' camera flashes were aimed at us three. Ahtisaari brought us
straight to the long table and chairs which had been set up well beforehand. The three
of us stood briefly in front of the journalists.

All was now silent and peaceful. The Indonesian Government and GAM had
agreed to end the turbulent armed conflict of thirty years in the Land of the Rencong
Dagger. There was no great celebration. Lit up by hundreds of camera flashlights
popping, I, and the leader of GAM, Malik Mahmud, respectively representing the
Indonesian Government and GAM, together opened the agreement documents which
were in triplicate. We sat wedged in by the facilitator of our peace talks, the former
President of Finland, Martti Ahtisaari. Also at

7ISurah Al Thklas, is Surah 112, called "The Unity". It is almost always recited at every prayer
acknowledging His unity and His eternal nature.
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the end of the table sat the Finnish Foreign Minister, Erkki Tuomioja and a
representative of the EU, Ambassador of Great Britain to Finland, Matthew J.L. Kirk.

This was the moment that had been waited for thirty long years, the signing of the
MOU for Peace in Aceh. The three of us signed the MOU. It was silent again. A few
minutes later, Ahtisaari stood upright, grabbed my hand and Malik's inviting us to stand
as well. Malik Mahmud and I reached out to one another and shook hands with
Abhtisaari's laid on top. The room, which was not that large, erupted with thunderous
applause and shouts of joy. I heard loudly called "God is Great" coming from behind
me. This certainly came from an Indonesian who had come specially to witness this
ceremony. Thanks to God Almighty, in this room the enmity for over three decades
was now ended. In this room now the burning coals of revenge of the past could now
be extinguished and buried for good. In this room, the dignity and prestige of the
Acehnese could now begin to stand proudly upright.

Behind us in the line-up were a government delegation and GAM members
circulating congratulating one another. In between them were members of the
Indonesian Parliament and the Indonesian Ambassador to Finland, Iris Indra Murti, the
Acting Governor of Aceh, Azwar Abu Bakar staggling in line with GAM delegate
Nurdin Abdul Rahman. Not far from them was our Coordinating Minister for Politics,
Justice and Security, Widodo AS and to one side of him were GAM members who had
come from various countries.

The room quietened when Ahtisaari started to deliver his speech. My hand phone
then buzzed showing a SMS had been received. For sure it was from JK again. It read
"When you make your speech in a few moments, greet Pak Malik Mahmud and Pak
Zaini Abdullah with the words "our brothers". Give it in Bahasa. Best wishes."

No speeches with the slightest inflammatory tone were made. Malik Mahmud did
the same. All he did was note some critical points and worried that there would not be
a failure again in this peace agreement as had happened in the past. It all went off very
smoothly.
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Truly, I said when making my speech, there was a part of one of my sentences that
was not perfect as I was feeling quite emotional when I said,"From today, the
distinctive line between "they"” and "we" must be deleted. We have only one clear
word: "we," so together, let us all sew together our past bitter differences to become a
beautiful piece of embroidery."

I nearly sobbed when I said, "This peace agreement is the most appropriate way of
realizing all of our dreams. It is a dream of sailing together in the same boat. A dream
for us to reside and live together on the same ground as brothers."

Loud applause broke out when I concluded my speech with an Acehnese aphorism:
"There is always a time for rain to stop, and there is always a time for a war to end. We
end the war."

Following this there was a teleconference with President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono with the government delegates. In this Widodo AS played the principal
role. Once this was over, a press conference was held lead by Sofyan Djalil while
delegates from both sides socialized, in a side room the room where the MOU was
signed. Later everyone moved across to Wisma Indonesia for a thanksgiving lunch
hosted by our Ambassador to Finland.

All enjoyed and appreciated the snacks: One meal, one crew, one canoe, one
destination™: Peace in Aceh!

Twelve thousand kilometers away, hundreds of thousands of pairs of eyes in Aceh
watched the proceedings on the sliver screen. My handphone started to buzz again. It
was not from JK this time but from the Aceh Director General of Regional
Development in the Department of Home Affairs, he wrote, "Here it is really crowded.
Thousands have come to the mosque." He was in the middle of the crowd at the
Baiturrahman Grand Mosque in the centre of Banda Aceh, clearly influenced by the
warm emotions of the Acehnese welcoming the dawn of peace there.

?Bahasa uses in the third person plural in two forms - an exclusive we or us (kami) and an inclu sive we
or us (kita). In this instance it is inclusive.
*An Indonesian proverb relating to unity of purpose. The translation is changed a bit to capture
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Yes, the rain stopped, and the war ended. Aceh returned to its name Nanggroe
Aceh Darussalaam - Aceh Abode of Peace.

Some Praise, Some Rage

After the MOU was signed, we, the members of the government delegation were
busy disseminating copies of the MOU. Some praise came but at the same time some
caustic and insulting criticism arrived. Even, Prof. Achmad Ali, a lecturer at
Hasanuddin University in Makassar commented in the press and in his lecture hall to
his students as well "What this Hamid Awaludin had signed was not a Memorandum
of Understanding but a Memorandum of Misunderstanding."

These commentators, I replied, they really had a basic misunder standing of the
concept and implementation of peace accord. Further more, I continued, to understand
the MOU fully required a deep understanding of English.

These critics did not understand substance or had any intellectual critical ability.
Also, it could be implied that they had no desire whatsoever for peace for humanity's
sake.

One of our leaders in Indonesia's political reformation after President Suharto,
Prof. Dr Amien Rais, was one of the most vociferous critics of the MOU. In the should
there be differences in the future between the the Government and GAM, there was a
mechanismin place to deal with this.

2

In the MOU, if there was a future difference, then the Head of the Aceh Monitoring
Mission (AMM) would make a ruling. If this did not satisfy, then the Head of AMM
would summon the senior leaders. of both sides. If this again failed to resolve the
problem, he would then report the matter to the Coordinating Minister for Politics,
Justice and Security, the GAM leadership, the EU Committee for Politics and Security
along with our mediator Martti Ahtisaari. In the end after consultation with all parties,
Ahtisaari would make the final ruling.

This mechanism was not acceptable to Amien Rais because he believed we had
sold our sovereignty and would thus be dictated to by foreign powers in our domestic
affairs.
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2
So, in one cabinet meeting with our President, the goordinating Minister for
Politics, Justice and Security raised the matter of Amien Rais's attacks. Immediately,
the President fixing my eyes fiercely, yelled at me, "What is this all about? Its name is
impudence, not following my orders. I wrote instructions that I did not agree with this
mechanism but you just ignored this and went ahead and did it!"

I was fearful and stunned that this was brought up by the President. Really 1 had
no knowledge of his memo at all. Seeing my amazed reaction he continued to stare at
me angrily. Later I learnt that the crossings out on the draft MOU were the President's.
Obviously, the President did not approve of our mechanism.

The situation became heavily silent. Then all of a sudden, a colleague of mine in
the talks, Dr Sofyan Djalil, broke this silence, raising his hand, asking to speak. "Mr
President, I was the one who received your fax with your notes. Unfortunately, your
order was late arriving. We intentionally formed this mechanism for dispute resolution
anticipating possible future problems. Who knows that in time to come there may be
differences between us and GAM. When we discussed this we were unanimous in that
we needed clear mechanism to handle this. Also, we all felt Ahtisaari must again be
involved because he knew all the ins and outs and the background to each and every
problem contained in our MOU. Further, Ahtisaari was the man in the middle
throughout our negotiations. Ahtisaari stated he wanted to close off every possibility
that there would be no further problems brought to him for resolution. That was our
thinking at the time Mr President."

I really appreciated Sofyan Djalil's explanation of this hidden problem and now
have a very special place for him in my heart.

Apart from what was mentioned by Sofyan Djalil, we also thought that in practice
in every agreement between parties, there must always have a dispute settlement
mechanism as an inseparable part of the agreement. We foresaw the need for a
mechanism of where the arbitrator must be a third party impartial and knowledgeable
about the problem.
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The President's anger made me feel very guilty about my neglectfulness not
knowing about or trying to find out about this memo with my superior's orders to me.

Truthfully, I never, and hopefully never ever again, have to facesuch rage like that.
I felt utterly worthless and meaningless.

After that meeting, JK rang me. "Hamid, I see you have just lost your sense of
proportion. Sure, that sort of thing happens to underlings. Their superiors can be angry
at them. Do not feel you have lost your authority. Authority is not determined by the
status of the one who is angry or by the person with whom he is angry. Authority is in
fact determined by sincere deeds and a firm attitude for action. All the good things you
have done for Aceh are noted. That will never be lost," said JK trying to jolly me up.

When [ returned home that night I asked my mother to be awoken. We both sat in
the darkness watching the TV. There were no words. No movements. It seems all empty
and silent. A mother's sixth sense is razor sharp if her child is troubled. In refined and
gentle Buginese language, my mother broke our silence. "I feel and know you have
experienced something that is extremely painful to you. Be convinced everything has
an end. I have always prayed for you every night. God will surely praise His servant.
This is a great test for you. Be patient and face it. Nothing can defeat patience," she
said while dabbing her tears away.

The day, the weeks, the months and how many years since then this feeling of guilt
over that rage still reside in my heart. When will it be gone?

One matter that tickles me to this day and probably for which I never have an
answer is: When the President issued instruction to represent the government
discussing the Aceh Government Law with the Parliament as a direct result of the
MOU, my name was not included, either as head of the negotiating team, or as Minister
for Justice and Human Rights. Maybe this is the price I have to pay for this neglect of
mine.

Yes, sure the seasons change. Sure wheels always turn. What is certain my
mother's tears that night were always accompanied by her prayers for me. God willing
all will be granted. And importantly, [ will take my beloved mother's good advice: Be
patient and more patient.
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